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Time to fix elections 


SCOTT HARRIS / ~ 
ven by Alberta standards the Mar 3, 2008 provincial election which 
F exis 72 of the provinces’ 83 seats to the Stelmach Conservatives 
was a dismal democratic exercise. 

Many voters complained of not receiving information about where to vote, 
incomplete voters lists and long line-ups at the polling station. During the elec- 
tion it came to light that more than half of the 83 returning officers, who are 
appointed by the government, had ties to the governing Tories. The high-profile 
advertising campaign by Albertans for Change, which spent more than all 
Opposition parties combined, once again raised the issue of money in politics. 

The Sep 15 report onthe election released by Chief Electoral Officer Lome Gib- 
son puts official numbers to just how dismal it all was—putting official tumout at 
just 40.6 per cent and indicating that more than a quarter of voters who did show 
up weren't on the voters list—and offers 182 recommendations to improve the 
fairness and running of future elections, saying there is a “dire need” for change. 

The report recommends fixed election dates to ensure Eléctions Alberta can 
better prepare by hiring staff, ensuring proper enumeration and distributing voter 
information. It also makes the presumably self-evident recommendation that 
retuming officers should be hired, not appointed, through an “open, merit-based 
competitive process” and should be prohibited from engaging in partisan political 
activity. It also recommends lifting the prohibition on prison inmates voting and 
making it easier for individuals with no fixed address to exercise their franchise. 

Gibson's report also suggests that there be at least “minimal regulation of 
leadership contests” and that third parties should be required to “identify 
themselves on all advertising and promotional materials,” while pointing out 
that imposing spending limits on third parties would be “difficult to defend” 
since there are no similar limits placed on parties or candidates. 

While the report's recommendations won't completely fix the current sys- 
tem, they are a prudent start to a much-needed dialogue on how to repair our 
deeply flawed elections—flaws which, unfortunately, most benefit the only 
party in a position to actually implement the changes. v 
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THE ART OF DIALOGUE 


I'm a US-based artist and writer with an 
exhibition on display at Common Sense 
Gallery here in Edmonton though Sep 
28. I'm also the producer of artblog.net, 
one of the longest-running blogs about 
visual art 

Mary Christa O’Keefe’s piece ("Art 
attack!,” Aug 28 - Sep 3, 2008) goes out 


of its way to lambaste the art critic _ 


Clement Greenberg. She also complains 
that “ ... it's pathetic he’s considered the 
end point of all artistic development by 
a vocal minority of our art community.” 
Since no names are named, it’s hard to 
know how anyone not already on the 
inside of your art scene might make 
sense of this. Insult-laced caricatures of 
Greenberg are so entrenched in the art 
establishment that aficionados of his 
work have a term for it—Clembashing— 
and as such, O’Keefe’s comments are 
unremarkable in their conformity. But that 
“vocal minority” bit is chilling. Apparently 
she would like this minority to be less 
vocal, or not vocal at all, or vocal ina 
manner better suiting her sensibilities. 
Common Sense is run by some talent- 
ed artists who, like me, find value in 
Greenberg's work, and comment freely 


on goings-on in the art world locally and 
abroad. We would be happy to discuss 
Greenberg or any other topics with Ms 
O'Keefe, if indeed she values dialogue. 
She's read “critical/cultural theory,” as 
she puts it, and admits that she and her 
kind are “complicit in distancing art 
from the public sphere, because for a 
while, if you couldn't speak Lacan-ese, 
you were excluded from the discussion.” 
But that's not the whole problem. 

People who refuse to sling the jar- 
gon, and disagree with the premises 
behind the jargon, are equally excluded 
from the discussion, at least the one 
O'Keefe thinks we all should be having. 

Dialogue requires communication with 
actual persons who may not agree with 
you, not making nameless strawmen the 
subject of cheap brickbats. Your readers 
would be better served by an art critic 
who didn’t need this explained to her. 
FRANKLIN EINSPRUCH 


SKEPTICS SAVE SOCIETY 


Thank you for taking the time and maga- 
zine space to laud the efforts of James 
Randi, Michael Shermer and the other 
intelligent skeptics profiled in Omar 
Mouallem’s article ("Making a living of 
bullshit detecting,” Aug 28 - Sep 3, 2008). 
These men are the last, thin line between 
public credulity and complete chaos and 
regression into a new Dark Age. 

| may sound overly dramatic, but how 
else do you explain the fact that Peter 


Popoff (to name one among many) is still a 
very rich and respected celebrity after 
being shown on national television to be a 
cynical fake with no more love or respect 
for his fellow man than a snake has for the 
mice it feeds upon—and, if it really needs 
to be said, no magical powers or direct 
hotline to cosmic powers whatsoever. 

Carl Sagan once proposed the 
metaphor of science as a “candle in the 
darkness” keeping the demon-haunted 
world at bay. It becomes more obvious 
with each passing year, as more and 
more people fall willingly into the trap 
of magical thinking and religious dogma, 
that the world at large welcomes the 
demons with open arms, in a desperate 
attempt to make sense of a confusing 
and frightening reality. 

Randi, Tyson, Shermer—these guys 
are heroes, | cannot stress that enough 
The sanity of our species lies in the 
hands of women and men like this, the 
ones who still have the reasoning 
capacity to say, “hold on a moment, let's 
think about this.” 

JOSH MCARDLE 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response. 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail Nue Weekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 117), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by email (let- 
ters@vuewegkly.com). Preference 's 
given to fe ck about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. 
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nt in its entirety 


they'd be praising 
thing. Nine chapters 


cone Ward 4, is actually so 
impressed with the report that he can 


barely contain himself. 

“ym excited. I think there's a lot of 
really good stuff in it that moves us 
forward from the old plan,” he affirms. 
“it makes downtown back into a peo- 
ple place again, which is the work 
that we sadly undid with a lot of the 
choices that we made back in the ‘70s 
and ‘80s.” 

One of the highlights of the plan is 
the new way in which it approaches 
zoning and development. For instance, 
builders who promise to incorporate 
public parks or an environmentally 
friendly design into developments will 
be able to bargain with the city for 
zoning bonuses. These bonuses would 
come in the form of increased building 
height and increased density, which in 
turn gives the developer more value 
for their dollar and a further incentive 
to build downtown. 

These z6ning bonuses will be offered 
for all sorts of amenities. Shafee 
Mohamed, one of the report's project 

plains: “Affordable 


Ri el eee 
iN Programs, a alee 
py of these would add 
up to a certain level. pe 
you provide spaces like daycares and 
that kinds of stuff for the community 


eany 


“onsite, the higher you're able to build.” 


As Henderson points out, this is an 
approach to zoning that has been 
used quite successfully in cities like 
Vancouver, and is one he thinks will 
work here. 

In the past, he points out, the City of 
Edmonton has taken such amenities 
like the ones outlined into considera- 
tion when approving developments, 
but until now there hasn't been any 
official policy or set of regulations on 
the matter, so developers haven't had 
any real incentive to include public 
amenities in their proposals. In part, 
this is the- reason there so many tower- 
ing concrete boxes—monolithic office 
buildings—downtown. With this new 
plan, however, architectural obsceni- 
ties such as these will hopefully 
become a thing of the past. 

“One of the challenges—and | think 
the plan does speak of this—is that we 
need to create an urban environment 
that can offer everything that the sub- 
urbs offer,” Henderson says. “So it can 
offer parks, it can offer activity, it can 
offer all those. things that in the past 
have driven people out of the city 
because, in the past, it was sterile. If 
the centre of our city is a people-place, 
people will choose to be here, and 
that’s what we hope to create.” 


ANOTHER MAJOR HIGHLIGHT of the 


plan is its emphasis on accessibility. 
The report, for example, speaks at 
length about how bike lanes can best 
be integrated into the downtown fab- 
ric. It also speaks of the need for end- 
of-trip facilities for cyclists who bike 
downtown and exactly where these 
facilities should go. 

The placement of retail areas in the 
city core is also a major aspect of 
accessibility. Henderson speaks with a 
hint of sadness in his voice about 
Edmonton City Centre and Manulife 
Place, malls that he says have quite 
literally turned their backs to the city. 

Colton Kirsop, the principal planner 
of the report, says that under the new 
plan malls like this will be no more. 
Instead, he says, the new plan will 
favour the development of ground- 
level retail spaces that open up to the 


street. Further expansion of the pedway 
system, he adds, will be limited at best. 

“We would like to focus all of the 
pedestrian activity on the existing 
streets outside,” he explains. “We'd 
like to provide better streets that can 
accommodate more activity in the 
winter, we'll have buildings that have 
overhead protection in the form of 
awnings and canopies, and, that way, 
our streets will be more active 
throughout the year. 

“The problem with pedways is that 
they often suck the life off the street,” 
he continues. “You go into Manulife 
Place or City Centre Mall and all of the 
shops are oriented inside. Outside of 
those two developments ... there’s 
long expanses of blank wall where 
nothing really happens except for the 
types of activities that are seen as 
undesirable. So, what we'd like to do 
is focus activity along the bottom of 
buildings and activate the streets, 
making them safer and activating 
them all year round.” 

Another aspect of making down- 
town accessible, Kirsop points out, is 
improving public transit. The north, 
south and west LRT expansions should 
make it easier for people who live out- 
side downtown to get to the city core, 
but for those who already live down- 
town, there are still areas in need of 


improvement in terms of getting from 
one end of downtown to the other 

“Right now, if you were trying to 
get from the Shaw Conference Centre 
to MacEwan College on transit, it 
would be a challenge, because most 
of the routes are meant to serve outly- 
ing areas. So we would like to see 
that improvement brought forward,” 
Kirsop notes. 


IT ALMOST SEEMS as if the new down- 


town plan has taken everything into 
account. On top of a lengthy exami- 
nation about how to best control the 
inventory of parking spaces down- 
town, there are even provisions in the 
report that address the minutest of 
minutiae, such as the placement of 
newspaper boxes in the city core. 
Continue reading the report, and you 
stumble upon a new bridge, a new 
museum, a new park. The best loca- 
tion for a new hockey arena is even 
clearly laid out. 

As Henderson sees it, there’s only 
one thing missing. 

“My only worry—and this has been 
my worry all along—is that we don’t 
dilute the opportunities for the kind of 
buildings we're looking for downtown. 
If we're saying that the downtown is 
the better place to build high-density 
highrises, then we should be going, 
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‘That's where they happen.” 

Unless they're tied into a transit 
development, Henderson continues, he 
doesn’t think new highrises should be 
allowed to be built anywhere but 
downtown, which is why he struggled 
to approve the controversial high-den- 
sity developments in the neighbor- 
hoods of Strathearn and Glenora. If we 
make it too easy for developers to 
build highrises elsewhere in the city, he 
worries, it’s going to be hard to actual- 
ly fire up development downtown. 

But, he continues, the downtown 
development plan is just the first in a 
series of many, many zoning plans 
being worked on right now, and he’s 
confident that these other zoning 
plans will address this concern of his 

*The other big document that we 
have coming forward right away is 
the municipal development plan, 
which is the big overarching plan 
which we're redoing. And I think 
that plan will speak in a city-wide 
way.to where we want to see devel- 
opment, how we want to see devel- 
opment, what kind of development 
should be happening and where and 
all those kinds of things. 

"So," he concludes, “There's a lot 
of other stuff happening that is all 
part of a bigger picture, and this is 
just part of that." wv 
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The ‘fugees come to Edmonton 


‘Simulator’ offers glimpse into lives of 67 million displaced persons 


MINISTER FAUST / ministerfaust@vueweekly.com 

DP. Internally displaced persons. 
J« the lexicon of misery, when 

you've got your own acronym, 
you know you're in trouble. 

When 2007 began, 26 million 
human beings were on the run or in 
camps inside their own countries, 
and that’s just from conflict. Add in 
disasters, you get another 25 million. 
Top it off with the 16 million people 
forced to flee their own countries, 
and you come to a staggering 67 mil- 
lion people. Imagine the entire popu- 
lation of Canada—twice—in tents, on 
the roads, in the woods, in the snow 
and scattered wandering over dozens 
of borders. No permanent homes. No 
schools. No careers, No government. 
No guarantee we'd ever be allowed 
to return home. No future 

As of Sep 18 and the weekend fol- 
lowing, you won‘t have to imagine 
quite as hard. Médecins sans fron 
tiers (MSF), the international 
humanitarian medical relief organi- 
zation known to Anglophones as 
Doctors Without Borders, will be 
running a simulator smack-dab in 
our city’s gut. Old Strathcona’s Mcin- 
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tyre (Gazebo) Park will host the 
Refugee Camp in the Heart of 
the City, an outdoor, 3-D, full-sen- 
sory simulation of life in a refugee 
camp. Doctors, nurses and logistics- 
handlers will guide Edmontonians 
along an hour-long tour, vividly ani- 
mating how IDPs and refugees 
struggle to survive every day in 
search of food, shelter, water and 
medical care. 

“People hear about refugees and 
displaced people on the news,” says 
Asha Gervan, a 30-year-old Kingston 
native and the camp’s project coor- 
dinator, “but we don’t think very 
often about the practical realities of 
living in a camp. Wheré do you go to 
the bathroom? Where do you go for 
privacy? Are you allowed to stay 
with your family?” 

Pulling up pegs in Winnipeg on 


FRENZIE 


the way to Edmonton, Gervan 
explains by telephone the stark dif- 
ferences between the lives of the 
comfortable and the miserable. 
“North Americans use somewhere 
between three and five hundred 
litres of water per day,” explains 
Gervan, referring to the combined 
cooking, drinking, showering, hand- 
washing, laundry, toilet-use and 
other water-expenditures. But 
refugees and IDPs? 

“In the beginning of an emergency 
phase, we might be looking at about 
five litres per day.” 

Then there’s the breakdown of 
personal space, a more significant 
issue than the pampered syllables 
suggest. “I worked with displaced 
persons in northern Uganda,” says 
Gervan, where she found the crowd- 
ing dehumanizing. “No privacy, Such 
tight quarters. The sounds and the 
smells are absolutely overwhelming. 
Give up entirely the idea of going 
into your room and closing your 
door [to escape the world]. 

“People are in a constant state of 
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A bit of heal 


for everyone 
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COWIE HOWARD 
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HEALTH 


This first bit is for the thousands of us 
feeling lonely. New research has once 
again confirmed loneliness to interfere 
with thinking, behaviour and perform- 
ance—and key biochemical processes 
at the level of our cells. It elevates 
stress hormones, alters immune func- 
tion, raises blood pressure, increases 
depression and accelerates Alzheimer's. 
It's not the solitude or isolation per se, 
but the sense of isolation—the subjec- 
tive feeling of loneliness some of us 
experience with our modern electronic 
lives—that's making some of us sick. 
We seem to be wired for hearty doses of 
face-to-face interaction. 

This next bit is for everyone, feeling 
lonely or not, in cubicles overstraining 
their brains and under-straining their 
bodies. New research has shown that 
mental work induces a substantial 
increase in calorie intake. It doesn't 
make much sense to cut sleep out of our 
lives to make time for exercise, but it 
does make sense to find a way, some- 
how, to balance our lives, limit the men- 
tal strain and leave margin for a better 
balance of body/brain stimulation. 

This one’s with love to my vegan 
friends, who | hope are eating B12-forti- 
fied cereal. A study published in Neurol- 
ogy has again linked low blood levels of 
B12 (naturally found in meat, milk and 
eggs) to be linked to neurological disor- 
ders and shrinking brains. 

For my hockey-player sons, and the 
thousands of runners and athletes deal- 
ing with osteoarthritis: new research 
shows that the knee surgery performed 
on thousands of us every year is no more 
effective than exercise, Tylenol and 
Aspirin-like pain killers. The study com- 
pared real surgery to placebo surgery 
(incisions were made, but no cartilage 
removed), and found the surgery group 
reported less pain at three months, but 
no difference between the two groups at 
two years, My own experience has been 
that physiotherapy combined with joint 


-nutrition ranging from Jello to MSM, 


Glucosamine and Chondroitin can heal 
beautifully, especially in the young. 

For Fort Chipewyan residents—and Dr 
John O'Connor, who knows a little about 
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the costs of exposing potential health hay. 
ards when they'te tied to money. Going 
public with the unusually high rates o: 
immune system disorders and rare can. 
cers in Fort Chipewyan and suggesting 2 
link between them and tar sands toxins 
resulted in charges of professional mis 

conduct against him by Health Canada 
and Alberta Health and Wellness. (He’g 
been cleared of three of the four charge: 
late last year, but the fourth—that of rais 

ing undue alarm in the community—was 
still pending, last I heard.) 


FOR THOSE WORRIED about Listeria 
course we need clean meat processing 
facilities. But we also need to remem 
that Listeria can contaminate almost 
anything (including our veggies, fo; 
those thinking going vegan is the 
answer), and that healthy adults and 
children infected rarely get ill. And a 
contaminations with the ability make 
their way across the country are a prod 
uct of a centralized, industrial food sys 
tem, a serious shift to small and local 
food supply more interested in satisfied 
customers than economics and insur- 
ance policies would seem logical. 

But preventing Listeria goes beyond 
food supply—scientists know that a 
good balance of protective bacteria in 
our systems protects against bacterial 
infections of all kinds (and that one pro- 
biotic with an impossible name in par 
ticular is quite able to kill Listeria). Ail 
of which seems good reason to make 
periodic use of a probiotic supplement 
particularly if antibiotics or other meds 
or heavy drinking has messed with our 
balance. Scientists also know that Lis- 
teria infections are too rare to warrant 
vaccination or preventative antibiotic 
therapy, and that a probiotic taken dur 
ing pregnancy could well provide sa‘e 
and effective protection. So thanks to 
those bringing us fresh onions, garlic 
yams—they’'re high-inulin foods that 
promote healthy balance among the 
400 species of bacteria that call ov 
bodies home, most of them friendly. 
willing and able to keep opportunistic 
microbes in check. 

And finally, on the heels of World Su'- 
cide Prevention Day last week and in 
memory of Ross Moroz—death from war 
terrorism and homicide crowd our head 
lines, but suicide outweighs them all 
There more than a million suicide deaths 
per year, and rates are on the rise. v 
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I'll trade my Layton for your Dion 


SCOTT HARRIS / scatt@vueweekly.com 
magine the following: you're a Lib- 
[= supporter in the riding of 
Edmonton-Strathcona who's wor- 
ried about the Conservatives forming a 
majority on Oct 14. You want to sup- 
port the Grits, but you realize that NDP 
candidate Linda Duncan—who finished 
second in 2006, losing to incumbent 
Conservative Rahim Jaffer by 2910 
votes—has a better chance to take the 
riding than Claudette Roy, who would 
have to more than double the 8000 Lib- 
eral votes from 2006 to unseat Jaffer. 

It's predicaments like this, which 
force Canadians to choose between 
voting strategically and voting their 
conscience, that motivated 26-year- 
old Hamilton native Mat Savelli to 
launch the “Anti-Harper Vote Swap 
Canada” Facebook group. 

The idea is simple: rather than mark- 
ing your ballot for a candidate who has 
no real chance of winning in your rid- 
ing, you agree to “swap” your vote with 
someone in another riding anywhere in 
the country who is faced with a simi- 
lar—but opposite—predicament. 

For example, the Liberal supporter 
in Edmonton-Strathcona sends a mes- 
sage via the Facebook page to Savelli, 
who then pairs them up with an NDP 
supporter in, say, the Ontario riding of 
Glengarry-Prescott-Russell, where the 
Liberals lost to the Conservatives in 
the last election by just 203 votes. The 
result—if enough people participate— 
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is the Edmonton seat goes from Tory 
blue to NDP orange and the Liberals 
notch another Ontario seat. 

This new approach to strategic vot- 
ing has received a lot of attention since 
Savelli launched the page Sep 10. 

“We've gotten responses from every 
province, almost every riding at this 
Stage,” Savelli explains over the phone 
from Oxford, where he’s currently 
completing a PhD in history. “We've 
already got over 3000 members on the 
group and more than 500 people have 
already sent in information saying 
they're interested in swapping.” 

Two days later, another 1500 peo- 
ple had joined the group. 

While Savelli started the initiative in 
large part to prevent a Conservative 
majority, he says it’s also about encour- 
aging a dialogue about how best to 
change the current electoral system so 
that thousands of Canadians don't feel 
like their vote doesn't really count. 

“It's not purely an anti-Harper 
thing; it’s also wrapped up in this idea 
of democratic reform,” he says. “I just 
have this ingrained disgust with this 
system that sees majorities elected 
with less than 50 per cent, less than 
40 per cent of the popular vote.” 
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of the first-past-the-post system was 
also the motivation for Gerry Kirk, 
who launched the completely non- 
partisan pairvote.ca after stumbling 
upon a similar site in the US, where 
the tactic of vote swapping (also 
called vote pairing) was used—albeit 
unsuccessfully—in the 2000 and 
2004 presidential elections to give 
Ralph Nader supporters a way to 
maximize votes for their candidate 
without handing vital swing states 
to George W Bush. 

“It’s kind of like a 21st-century tool 
to overcome a 12th-century voting 
system,” Kirk says. “It’s not a cure, but 
in some ways it points to the despera- 
tion people have to go through to 
make their vote count.” 

Unlike Savelli’s Facebook group, 
Kirk’s site, which has had over 100 
people sign up to swap votes in just 
three days, welcomes Tories who also 
don’t want to see their votes wasted. 

“It hits all parties. A lot of people 
think it’s just something for the left, 
but think of all the Conservatives who 
live in Toronto or the 905 belt—there’s 
plenty of examples of how people 
across the political spectrum are hurt 
by our voting system. It’s more about 
democratic reform than it is about 
right versus left,” he says. 

“What I really want is for people to 
realize that in order to truly get the 
government we want we need to 
change the system itself. The system 


is fundamentally broken,” Kirk argues. 

Both agree that Canada should intro- 
duce some form of proportional repre- 
sentation which makes the percentage 
of seats a government holds in Parlia- 
ment more closely match the percent- 
age of the popular vote they receive. 

Savelli adds that the option to swap 
votes also means that voters won’t be 
afraid to support new parties such as 
the Greens, bringing much-needed 
diversity to the House of Commons. 

“| think it’s a disgrace that people 
are afraid to support a third political 
way or a fourth or a fifth or whatever, 
because the will is there but there’s 
this fear of Harper or a Conservative 
majority that stops people,” he says. 
“So it’s strategic voting, but strategic 
voting that supports third parties rather 
than simply saying, ‘Well, let's all just 
jump behind the Liberal party.” 


BOTH SITES stress that vote Swapping 
is completely legal, and while Elec- 
tions Canada officials had announced 
they were investigating vote swap- 
ping sites, they decided on Sep 17 that 
there was nothing legally suspect 
about the tactic. 

“Encouragement to vote in a partic- 
ular way is not prohibited under the 
Canada Elections Act, nor is the invita- 
tion to take part in strategic voting, 
whether it is on the Internet or in 
other forms,” confirms Marie-France 
Kenny, the Alberta media relations 


advisor for Elections Canada. 

But she does offer a caution to vo; 
ers who are thinking of taking part 

“Electors should be cautious th. 
they may be subject to misrepresent. 
tion, such as someone acting unde, 
multiple or false identities to tric; 
them into voting for someone o, 
other,” she warns. “And they have 1, 
assurance that the agreement to voi. 
swap will be carried out or that it can 
be verified after the fact.” 

Savelli concedes that is a majo 
shortcoming of vote Swapping. He 
says that there have already bee; 
attempts by “a really high number o; 
Tories [to] blatantly try to sabotay 
the system,” but that he has imple 
mented a number of Security mea 
ures to stop people offering multip! 
Swaps Or switching profiles. 

And while it’s impossible to ensu; 
both people agreeing to a swap will 
follow through, Savelli says vote swap 
ping still has the potential to shift the 
result of some contests. 

“Of course there are going to b: 
people who say they're going to swap 
but then they’re going to have a last 
minute change of heart,” he admit 
“But we accept that. The thing is, if you 
can build up enough people to partici 
pate, then you're in a’position wher: 
even if 10 per cent of them don't follo\ 
through with the swap you have a sig 
nificant number and you might possi 
bly affect a riding or two." vw 


REFUGEE CAMP 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 


anxiety, not only as a result of the 
living conditions, but a lot of dis- 
placed people are displaced time and 
time again,” she continues. “Not only 
have you had to pack up your few 
belongings in a short period of time 
and leave all of your creature com- 
forts, but the displaced often have to 
flee repeatedly [while suffering the 
trauma of family death or sexual vio- 
lence.]" Such a cycle often com- 
pounds the physical suffering, 
material losses and social instability 
with mental illness. 


THE MSF CAMP shocked Winnipeg- 


gers, the most recent Canadians to 
experience the simulator. “People are 
surprised,” says Gervan. “A lot of peo- 
ple find the exhibit quite emotional, 
especially during the [simulator’s] last 
station where we talk about malnutri- 
tion. This is a topic that really hits 
home, especially for Canadians who 
are used to eating whatever and 
whenever we want to. People find it 
very powerful and very moving, and 
are extremely positive and really 
grateful to spend a few moments in 
the shoes of someone else.” 

This isn’t the first iteration of Heart 
of the City. In 2001, MSF-Canada set 
up the camp in Halifax, Ottawa, Mon- 
tréal and Vancouver; MSF-France ran 
its first simulator in 1995, touring 
Europe and the US. 


MSF has feceived internationa! 
acclaim for its work as non-partisan 
non-religious first-responders in con 
flicts and natural disasters, for which 
it was awarded the Nobel Peace Priz 
in 1999. Denounced by some as 
adventurists, its 27 000 staff function 
in 60 countries, mostly in Africa, with 
work supported financially by 70 000 
Canadians and on a global budge! 
$840.6 million in 2006. While Canadi 
ans worked 265 MSF field assign 
ments in 2007, the group avoids the 
common “development do-gooder’ 
model in which wealthy Westie: 
white faces represent relief from mi! 
itary conflicts armed and sometime 
directed by the West. 

“Ninety per cent of the staff that w« 
hire are local,” says Gervan of the 
practice, which also helps stem th« 
massive brain-drain from poor to rich 
countries. 

Canadian government funding 
often forbids NGOs from using gov 
ernment money to pay salaries lo 
locals, but because 84 per cent 0! 
MSF’s budget comes from citizens, 
MSF can spend wherever it sees the 
greatest chance to help. 

“It’s a very practical decision,” co" 
cludes Gervan. “There's absolutely "° 
way we could do effective work in the 
communities where we need to D¢ 
without having the support and the 
understanding of the local population 
And also, we would make man) 
many, many more mistakes i! '' 
weren't for the insights and perspe“ 
tives of local people.” v 


rately undercut his 
ist Iran by releasing 
sessment that concluded 

had stopped its nuclear 
am in 2004. That killed 
of getting the American 
an attack on Iran, and 


gia in August. 
louse has gone entirely 
NO more warnings, no more 
; out two months ago, 
according to information that was leaked 
just last week, Bush authorized US mili- 
vattacks against suspected supporters 


Taliban and al-Qaeda on Pakistani 
ithout the permission of the Pak- 


kistan is a US ally, even though 
great majority of Pakistanis wish 


— that it t. There are few unbreak- 


able rules in international affairs, but 
not attacking your ally is definitely one 
them. Except if you are American, in 


_ which case it’s okay, or so the White 


House appears to believe. 

The fatest incident, just after midnight 
on the morning of Sep 15, began when 
seven US helicopter gunships and two 
troop-carrying Chinook helicopters landed 
near the Pakistani border in the Afghan 
province of Pakhtia. US troops got out 
and tried to cross the border into Pak- 
istan, presumably in search of some “ter- 
rorist” target. 

According to local officials, Pak- 
istani paramilitary troops manning a 
check-point fired into the air to warn 
off the Americans while local tribes- 
men took up defensive positions. On 
this occasion, the US soldiers stopped. 
With nobody around to stop them, 
however, another American ground 
force attacked a target in Pakistan's 
South Waziristan province on Sep 4 
and, according to local witnesses, 
killed about 20 people, including 
women and children. 

The local witnesses may be exaggerat- 
ing, but the fact that American troops car- 
ried out an act of war on Pakistan's 
territory without informing Islamabad, let 
alone getting its permission, is not dis- 


sare 
ondo fees. 
No con eon 


puted. And there have been other recent 
American attacks, involving missiles fired 
from the air at suspected terrorist targets, 
in which innocent Pakistani civilians have 
unquestionably been killed. 


PAKISTAN'S ECONOMY is tottering, its 
new democracy is shaky and it hasn't 
done 4 very impressive job of keeping the 
Taliban supporters in the provinces bor- 
dering Afghanistan under control. (On the 
other hand, the United States hasn't done 
a very convincing job of beating the Tal- 
iban in Afghanistan, either.) But Pakistan 
is still a major regional power: it has 
twice as many people as Iran, and it defi- 
nitely has nuclear weapons. 

Using US troops in Pakistan without 
permission is simply begging for trouble. 
Last week the Pakistani army chief, Gen- 
eral Ashfaq Kayani, warned that “the sov- 
ereignty and territorial integrity of the 
country will be defended at all cost. No 
external force is allowed to conduct oper- 
ations inside Pakistan.” The White House 
may be hoping that the newly elected 
president, Asif Ali Zardari, will be pliable 
enough to let such things happen, but 
even if he were, the Pakistani army sim- 
ply would not allow it. 

The new Bush policy is stupid and 
futile: how can using US troops on Pak- 
istani soil do anything but drive more 
local people into the arms of the militants 
and turn the Pakistani government into 
America’s enemy? But it is of a piece with 
the larger “Bush doctrine” which decrees 
that the best way to deal with terrorism 


right 
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rrah: attack Pakistan 


is to attack the countries where the ter- 
torists live with military force. 

The senior officers who now command 
the US armed forces should know that this 
iS not just wrong but hugely counter-pro- 
ductive. They were all taught in staff col- 
lege that the best way to counter terrorism 


- is by police work, intelligence gathering 


arid defensive security measures. Using 
military force just plays into the terrorists’ 
hands. Indeed, it's the reaction that the ter- 
rorists are usually hoping for. 

As part of their military education, 
American generals have even read the 
Various memoirs, manuals and mani- 
festos in which the leading practition- 
ers of “urban guerrilla warfare” and 
international terrorism laid down their 
Strategies—and they almost always 
wanted to get the other side's army 
involved in the fight against them. 
Senior US officers know that, and yet 
with a few brave exceptions who 
resigned, they have swallowed their 
professional pride and gone along 
with the Bush administration's 
unthinking belligerence. 

There is one consolation. President 
Bush will be gone from office in four 
more months, so he probably doesn’t 
have enough time left to turn Pakistan 
into a full-fledged enemy of the United 
States. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in Jue Weekly 
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ISSUES 


Dead forest standing 


Greenwashing a tar sands sacrifice zone 


MACDONALD STAINSRY / oilsandstruth.org 
The famous Hollywood movie Dead Man 
Walking made common parlance of the 
term for a person on death row leaving 
his cell for the last time, heading for exe- 
cution. The person about to be executed 
will walk towards where they will take 
their last breath, and “dead man walking” 
is a term about those last steps. 

The truly perverse thing about the situ- 
ation is that the individuals being execut- 
ed would otherwise likely live many more 
years, and have nothing physically wrong 
with them. The same can be said of a 
huge forested area in the middle portion 
of Alberta’s vast Athabasca Region, south 
of the small Métis and First Nations com- 
munity of Anzac. 

Sadly, there is nothing at all unusual 
about seeing a large forested area in 
northern Alberta that is condemned—like 
the human being to be executed by the 
state—despite it being relatively healthy 
in its current form. To see an area con- 
demned to obliteration in the near future 
is part and parcel of the largest industrial 
project in human history, the tar sands 
gigaproject, attempting to squeeze mock 
oil out of bitumen that gets extracted 
through various means. 

One of the largest operations for the 
production of tar sands crude in Alberta is 
called the Long Lake Project, run by the 
joint venture of Opti-Nexen. This massive 
facility, a steam-assisted gravity drainage 
(SAGD) operation, is the only major pro- 
duction plant that also operates an on- 
site upgrader, where the tar-like bitumen 
is diluted and transformed into a mock 
crude before further shipping to a refinery 


built by design to handle tar sands oil. 

What is truly shocking about this oper- 
ation? Several things. First. the operation 
openly boasts about the process it uses 
that makes it by far the dirtiest plant in 
operation. Climate-changing greenhouse 
gases are already produced in tar sands 
extraction at a rate three to four times 
higher than conventional oil. In the Long 
Lake Project it may as much as triple 
again. The reason is something that Opti- 
Nexen brags about, a “recycling” opera- 
tion they dub “cogeneration,” in which 
they burn off the waste (which they have 
named “Asphaltene”) produced by the 
extraction process to power the plant 
and the upgrader. Burning this leftover 
gunk is the tar sands equivalent to a pro- 
posal many cities have seen to burn off 
their garbage to produce electricity. The 
level of pollution with climate-changing 
properties from this process are truly 
staggering. 

All of this is taking place less than 
10 kilometres from the community of 
Anzac, making Long Lake the closest 
plant in the Athabasca Region to a year- 
round human settlement (Suncor’s Mil- 
lennium Project Plant is approximately 
12 kilometres as the crow flies from the 
Cree community of Fort MacKay). 
Throughout the entire tar sands region 
people already suffer from breathing 
ailments, such as emphysema and asth- 
ma, so the long-term impacts on the 
human health of the people of Anzac 
are frightening to contemplate. 

The Long Lake Project will soon have a 
different, expanded name: Long Lake 
North. That’s because Opti-Nexen has 
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already applied (but not yet seen 
approval) to construct the twin project, 
Long Lake South. This plant would more 
than double both the physical footprint as 
well as the production/emissions from 
the project. When it doubles, assuming it 
gets approved (this is, after all, Alberta), 
it will stretch almost the entire land south 
from the Long Lake North operation to the 
area where ConocoPhilips is working in a 
joint venture SAGD Project with Total 
called the Surmont Project. One can drive 
along Secondary Highway 881 from 
where the current operations are and see 
nothing but condemned forests. Again, 
nothing new—but an eerie feeling to 
know that it is already becoming mere 
piles of sticks to be sold by Alberta-Pacif- 
ic Forest Industries (Al-Pac), the largest 
forestry company operating in the tar 
sands region. This is also where it gets 
even more murky. 


SUNCOR, NEXEN and Al-Pac are three of 
the worst offending companies as far as 
corporate profits and ecological destruc- 
tion in the region. They are also all mem- 
bers of the Canadian Boreal Initiative. 
The CBl—a “partnership” of several 
investment corporations, resource extrac- 
tors, forestry companies and First Nations 
organizations along with the most main- 
stream environmental organizations— 
gets the bulk of its funding through Ducks 
Unlimited Canada, who get their funding 
from Ducks Unlimited United States, who 
get their funding from the Pew Founda- 
tion, who get their funding from Sunoco 
(formerly Sun Oil), who refine tar sands 
crude from Alberta in Ohio, and soon 


Philadelphia. Got that? Suncor, formerly a 
Pew family-owned company, maintains 
cordial and tight relations with Sunoco, 
which funnels money into the CBI. 
Suncor is, along with Syncrude, the 


largest producer of tar sands oil through 


mining. Nexen, in their existing Long Lake 
plant run by “cogeneration,” are the dirti- 
est producer of climate changing gases. 
Both are expanding, and both are very 
close to Indigenous communities whose 
residents have to breathe the air near 
these plants. 

As the application procedure for a 
massive plant like Long Lake South is 
done by the tar sand producer—in this 
case, Opti and Nexen—Al-Pac effectively 
works as a contractor for these approved 
operations and faces far less regulations 
to get the timber they will sell on the 
same market as forestry companies oper- 
ating in places like British Columbia. If a 
forestry company makes such an applica- 
tion in BC, it must show what it will do 
with the timber, what their plans are for 
“reforestation,” and so on. In Alberta, it's 
a different matter and a much shorter 
route to production and clearcuts. 

What on earth are these corporations 
doing funding and in partnership with a 
supposed “environmental” organization? 
It's a well-known, old strategy. Stop com- 
munity-level organizing by pulling them 
into the dead end of “cooperation” with 
corporations who have as their only legal 
mandate to make the largest profits pos- 
sible for their shareholders. 

That one of the largest oil corporations 
in the United States—after moving to the 
more profitable sector “downstream” of 
refining—would want to protect their 
largest and expanding supplier should not 
come as a surprise. That Suncor, Nexen 
and Al-Pac would want to greenwash 
themselves while engaging in the most 
destructive projects on earth is hardly a 
surprise, either. What is a surprise is that 
they are doing so with very little scrutiny, 
and that their tar-sands-washed money 


that seems designed to divert and deci- 
mate local organizing and keep Suncor 
and Nexen producing while Sunoco 
fefines the product is serious cause for 
alarm. When the best “partners” involved 
are the worst possible destroyers of 
forests, rivers and the climate itself (not a 
small feat among tar sand producers) we 
need to question openly what the long- 
term plans are. 

Having Suncor and Nexen involved 
directly is likely designed to allow them 
(should public outrage force some smal! 
reforms to placate the population) to be 
on the “inside track” as “innovators” 
when regulatory changes are made down 
the line. 

The Pew/Sunoco funded CBI has 
already got a plan called the “Protected 
Areas Strategy,” which would earmark 
land further to the north—which the 
industry does not want to develop—for 
protection. If there is no industrial vaiue 
to developing an area of forest, there is 
no need whatever to declare it a “park” 
since it will stand intact regardless. Yet 
this is precisely the strategy being put 
forth by the CBI. 

Meanwhile, Opti-Nexen will soon 
want to hire Al-Pac to decimate the 
“dead forest standing” south of Anzac 
Health will continue to spiral downwards 
in the community. Production when Long 
Lake South is operational will go up to 
140 000 barrels a day of this dirtiest of 
all crudes. The question is what forum 
people who want to end this madness 
choose to work with. Will it also be this 
group of corporate sponsors drenched in 
tar sands oil, or will a truly independent 
politics emerge amongst people across 
Alberta, and especially within it’s Indige- 
nous communities who—as always—are 
first in line to die as a result of ineffective 
resistance? w 


Macdonald Stainsby is a social justice 
activist, writer and coordinator of the 
website oilsandstruth.org. 
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= INFINITE LIVES 


| stood there turning my copy of Viva 
Pinata, still cello-wrapped, over and over 
in my hands, considering; a pleasant, 
clear afternoon in the last of the summer- 
time glimmering, the place to myself for a 
few hours ... did | really want to spend 
this time with my face in a screen, trying 
to find things to say about the world of 
Microsoft's collectible, candy-filled papi- 
er-maché party mascots? 

Against my better instinct | unwrapped 
the package and threw the disc into my 
360. For a minute or two everything was 
normal—as normal as a cartoon witch- 
doctor making threats can be—and then 
it started to stutter, and then it froze fully, 
and then it blanked out, and then the 
drive started making little erk-erk-erk 
noises, and then it happened: 

Red Ring of Death. 

Legendary triple-LED harbinger of a 
terminally fucked XBox, a shining eye of 
evil crimson glaring out from the once- 
friendly face of my machine. !'d heard of 
this happening—who hasn't? The RROD 
is endlessly bitched, moaned and laughed 
about, the nightmare bogey for 360 own- 
ers and go-to insult ammunition for Sony 
fanboys and Microsoft haters—but I'd 
figured that after three-odd years of hard 
use, if my Box was going to fail it'd have 
done it by now. | thought | was in the 
clear ... invincible ... immortal. 

But now the RROD was telling me dif- 
ferent. With a brick of a 360 on my hands, 
| panicked—Fa//out 3 drops next month, 
and | absolutely must be able to play it— 
and like any panicked 21st-centurian, | 
fan straight into the comforting arms of 
Mother Google. How to fix red ring of 
death. First result: a video of some anony- 
mous dude demonstrating something 
called the Towel Trick 

| watched with great interest. Basically, 
you disconnect everything but the 360's 
power cable, wrap it up in a triple layer of 
towels and power it on, leave it to bake in 
its own waste heat for 20 minutes or so, 
unwrap, cool down and voila: the light is 
green, the Box is clean. The guy claims to 
have done this multiple times. 

Now, | usually believe everything | read 
on the Internet completely uncritically, but 
this apparent solution ran so counter to 
everything | thought | knew about how 
electronic devices work and how they 
might be helped or harmed that | actually 
did a half-assed bit of duly diligent sec- 
ond-opinion gathering and uncovered 
another video, this one by Cheapy D of 


cheapassgamer.com, about as respectable 
a voice as one can hope for in the relent- 
lessly idiotic yammersphere of the online 
gaming community. Cheapy seemed to be 
down with the Towel Trick—he gained 
cred points by soberly suggesting that a 
fire extinguisher be handy for the proceed- 
ings—so | figured, well, sure, I'll fix my 
XBox by cooking the living shit out of it! 
It’s not like it could get more broken. 

But, towels? No; there's something so 
... depressingly suburban about the towels. 
This voodoo had to be special, even mysti- 
cal; it had to be aesthetically valid ... and 
besides, I'd never get our nice towels fold- 
ed properly again. So, | got out this thick 
wool blanket | have, the one with the sort 
of Aztec-locking motif. Much sentimental 
and spiritual value; my parents had it as a 
wall hanging through most of my child- 
hood, a brown-and-tan pagan god looming 
over the entryway to our Catholic home. In 
this | swaddled my Box, leaving it to roast 
up and make its own gravy. 

Pacing, pacing, pacing ... like somebody 
in a hospital drama walking the corridor 
outside the fateful ER. Twenty-five minutes 
is an eternity when there’s a loved one on 
the table. | smoked a bowl, tried to stay 
chill in the summer sunshine, glanced at a 
crinkled, crispy copy of The Believer that got 
left out in the rain but couldn't focus on the 
words. Was | dooming my machine? Was | 
dooming myself ... should | be in there, hov- 
ering with the fire extinguisher? Visions of 
smouldering wool igniting 100-year-old 
house timbers, a depressing headstone: 
1973 - 2008 HE DIED AN IDIOT. A billion 
years later, the kitchen timer bleeps. 


UNWRAPPING THE MACHINE, | actually 


get goosebumps: the fucker is hot. Like 
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fresh bread, and the blanket's got that 
cozy fresh-outta-the dryer feeling; | snug 
gle up and wait while my 360 coo! 
down, feeling its warmth rising up int 
my face carrying its whiff of overheated 
microprocessors and off-gassing plastics, 
a post-post-post-modern smudge ceremo- 
ny. | thought about chanting, but none of 
the litanies of the videogame canon 
seemed appropriate—except maybe 
Altered Beast's “Rise from your grave! 
which | discarded as being simply too |i'- 
eral. Silently, | watched and waited. 

The moment of truth: hard drive and 
wireless adapter re-attached, AV cable: 
back in their sockets, nudge the powe 
button with crossed fingers, and 
...GREEN! Not since the first time | pow- 
ered up my 360 have | been so happy and 
excited to hear that weirdly aggressive 
sci-fi startup sounrd—BWWOMMMMM! 
Yes! Towel Trick, | love you! 

Knowing that the trick actually works 
the once-mystical mind gropes backwards 
for logical, scientific reasons why it works 
oh, well, obviously the overheating mus 
somehow ... uh ... fool, or reset, some kind 
of ... temperature sensor? Or, like maybe 
some solder softens somewhere and 
something gets ... fixed, or moved some 
how ... or something? Whatever; fuck ii 
The fact is, against all reasonable expecta 
tion or rational explanation, wrapping you' 
Red-Ringed XBox 360 in a triple layer 01 
insulating fabric and letting it fry itsel 
beyond its rated operational temperature 
somehow makes the problem go away long 
enough to play more videogames. And, in 
the long tradition of “turn it off and then on 
again really quickly,” “blow on the car- 
tridge contacts,” and “lick the disc,” that’s 
all that really matters. w 
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Volunteer. Meet new people. Connect to community. 


Don’t be bullied by the banks! 
Choose someone who will help guide you - = 


and your investments into the future. ¥: 
To learn more about finding the volunteer opportunity that is right for you, visit: 


volunteeredmonton.com 


It’s Edmonton's volunteer information source and it’s all on-line. 
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Wokking hard 


Edmonton’s own Wok Box is 
set to take over the country 


SHARMAN HNATIUK / sharman@vueweekly.com 

irthed in Edmonton, Wok Box 
B= come up with a simple 

idea that is selling like wildfire 
across the country. The product is an 
Asian fusion of market fresh, healthy 
food, cooked in 90 seconds. While 
some favourite North American Asian 
dishes have been stereotyped in the 
greasy and fried variety, Wok Box 
offers a number of Asian takeaway 
dishes cooked quickly in front of your 
eyes, a concept that has taken off 
quickly: what started as a unique 
take-away option downtown on 
Jasper Ave and 101 Street four years 
ago has since turned into a franchise 
that will have locations opening coast 
to coast by October 2008. 

I recently sat down with Wok Box 
founder Christian Bullock at the 
newest location in Edmonton at Jasper 
Ave and 112 Street. The stone floors, 
plasma televisions on the walls and 
general décor of the restaurant feels 
more like an extension of Joey's next 
door than a fast food restaurant. It’s all 
part of the plan, explains Bullock 

“We want to bring the atmosphere 
of full service to our quick service 
concept,” he says. “We're competing 
with Extreme Pita or Tokyo Express, 
and we want take quick service to the 
next level with our commitment to 


S| WOK BOX 
WOKBOKCA 


CHAIN GAN 


quality and attention to décor.” 

There are now 10 Wok Box locations 
open in Edmonton and the surrounding 
area, with 25 in total across Canada. In 
October, woks will start sizzling at new 
locations in Halifax and Victoria, and 
by Christmas there will be 35 restau- 
rants in all, including one in the United 
States. Bullock attributes the success 
and growth of the chain to both their 
systems and their food 


WOK BOX specializes in fusion cook- 
ing, the art of mixing ingredients and 
preparation styles from different 
countries and cultures into a unique 
dish of flavour. Asian fusion has 
resulted in a trendy way to combine 
the flavours, sauces, spices and noo- 
dles popular throughout Asia. 

Wok Box mixes eastern flavour with 
North American familiarity. While 
some of us enjoy checking out some 
back alley Vietnamese restaurant in 
Edmonton, there are plenty among us 
who aren't so adventurous, preferring 


a more familiar environment 

Wok Box encourages patrons by 
providing an open kitchen where peo- 
ple can watch their meals being 
made, and can rest assured that the 
vegetables, meats and sauces are of 
the best quality. 

“We use top quality veggie, 100 per 
cent chicken [no pieces with bones], 
and Alberta black angus beef,” 
explains Bullock. In comparison to 
some of their competitors, they're a 
healthy choice in the market. They 
also offer clients a low-carb option 
you can hold the rice or noodles and 


double the veggies at no extra cost. 
Offering a healthy alternative:to tra- 
ditional fast food, Wok Box is catering 
to a westernized Asian palate. The 
menu is composed of Vietnamese, 
Cambodian, Chinese, Malaysian, Mon- 
golian, Japanese, Thai, Indian and Sin- 
gapore dishes with a Canadian flavour 
that appeals to a wide range of patrons. 
From aromatic to spicy, Wok Box has 
cornered the market on the quick Asian 
fusion experience, and by changing 
their menu every six months, Bullock 
believes they will remain competitive in 
the market because they can adjust and 
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stay popular to changing trends 

also have shareable options with menu 
choices similar to a Chinese res| 
rant—a Wok Box version of bee! a1 
broccoli, sweet and sour chicker and 
chow mein. This menu option is dea! 
for families looking for quick, heall' 
dinner choice with enough varic 
please the whole family. 


1 CAN TELL YOU that the pad Thai! h 


on the streets in Bangkok for 
equivalent of 50 cents can’t be beal 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 16 
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| ate the whole thing 


Boh’s Red Mill Baking book manages 


to be nutritious and delicious 


JAN HOSTYM / jan@vueweekly.com 

f you’ve ever wandered into a 
Jest" food store, it would be 

pretty hard not to have spotted 
the little plastic packages with the 
yellow labels that read “Bob's Red 
Mill” in big red letters across the top. 
There’s even a picture of good old 
Bob himself, looking positively dap- 
per with his snowy white beard and 
jaunty little cap. 

As charming as the outside of 
these little packages are, it’s really 
what's on the inside that counts. 
Stuffed with almost every type of 
whole grain product imaginable, they 
are a pleasure for all of us nutrition 
nuts out there. 

Each handy little package contains 
a particular type of whole grain prod- 
uct, some you've probably heard of 
(rolled oats, whole wheat flour) and 


BOB'S RED MILL 
BAKING BOOK 


AY JOWM ETTINGER, BOB'S RED MILL 
AUNNING PRESS; 406 PP S36 


COOKBOOK 


some you might not have (quinoa, 
black bean flour). Being a dedicated 
consumer of some of Bob's products, 
I was thrilled when I recently spotted 
Bob's friendly, bespectacled face and 
the signature Red Mill writing staring 
up at me while spending some quali- 
ty time at one of my favourite book- 
stores. Upon closer inspection | 
discovered that it was a baking book, 
aptly titled Bob’s Red Mill Baking 
Book. Now, the rational person 
inside of me knows that this is a 
marketing ploy, one that is designed 


GOOD FRIENDS, GREAT.FOOD 
AND DRINK SPECIALS TO BOOT! 


FOR LOCAL HEROES IN THE ENTERTAINMENT BOOK 


to deliciously entice you to buy even 
more of Bob's products. But the bak- 
ing/whole grain fanatic inside me 
just didn’t care: more power to Bob if 
you ask me 


LATER THAT NIGHT 1 curtea up on the 
couch and settled in for a compelling 
read. The best part of the book, in my 
humble opinion, is the recipes—over 
400 tempting, tantalizing, doable 
recipes. But Bob's Red Mill Baking 
Book isn’t just about the recipes 
Before launching into all the culinary 
possibilities, Bob gives us a little his- 
tory lesson: who they are, what they 
are all about, how they got there, and 
why their whole grains are the very 
best. Marketing again, yes, but inter- 
esting and convincing nonetheless 


CONTINUES OM NEXT PAGE 
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on SU DAY NIGHTS! 
UPCOMING SHOWS! 
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CLOSE ATTENTION 


Fri, Sept 19% 
HAPPY HOURW/ 


CHRIS WYNTERS 


Wed, Sept 24" 
PARAMEDIC 


Thu, Sept 25" 
SMOOTH RIDE 


11642 104 Aventie 
Oliver Square 
: i: (near Londom)Drugs) 
‘ Tel.: 780 454-5556 
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‘ORGANIC WHOLE Grain BAKERY 


Organic Handcrafted Products 


‘Organic Whole Grain Products 
made from Spelt, Kamut, Rye, and Brown Rice Flour 


Orgahic Special Diet Goods: 
Gluten Free Breads and Sweets, Yeast Free, Sugar Free, 
pifent Free and Vegan. Products 


eGanic European Bakery Products: 
véttes, Sour Dough Breads, Croissants, Cakes, Strudels 
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BOB'S RED MILL 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 
a oF 

There's also a pretty extensive, 
easy-to-read but interesting section 
devoted to “Bob’s Red Mill Grain 
Primer.” It briefly discusses the anato- 
my of a grain—what a grain is made 
up of and what makes a grain a 
“whole grain.” This is stuff we should 
already know, but evidently not 
enough of us do. Then it launches 
into “Bob's Red Mill Grains from A to 
Z": basically, some history of the 
grain, why it’s good for you, and what 
types of cooking and baking it works 
best in. It’s really not dry and boring; I 
just make it sound like it is. Millet, for 
example, was once used almost solely 
as birdseed, is a good source of iron, 
potassium and protein and is easy to 
digest. It’s gluten-free, works very 
well in muffins and quick breads, and, 
according to Bob, may reduce the fre- 
quency of migraines and the severity 
of asthma. Bet you didn’t know that. 

As fascinating as some of this sec- 
tion is (you can skip it if you must), 
the recipes themselves really are the 
highlight. It appears that everything 
that you currently bake can also be 
baked with whole grains; not only will 
the end result be healthier, this cook- 
book is out to convince you that they 
can be just as delicious, if not more 


so. Now, | already tend to bake a lot 
with whole grains; muffins at my 


house rarely contain white flour, - 


cookies usually contain a grain or two 
of some sort and pancakes are always 
a concoction of numerous whole 
grains and flours. But what I liked 
about this book was that it highlight- 
ed which grains worked best in what, 
and then gave a bunch of tantalizing 
options. 

The chapters are broken down into 
different-sections, from yeast breads, 
rolls and sourdough, to quick breads, 
muffins, biscuits and scones, to flat- 
breads, focaccia, crackers and pizza, 
as well as pies, tarts, cobblers and 
ctisps, a section on cookies and, final- 
ly, cakes. As I flipped from page to 
page, there was more and more that I 
wanted to try. But this is definitely a 
“reading” cookbook; there are no 
glossy pictures (actually, no pictures 
at all) to catch your eye. Don't groan; 


‘it’s really not that much of a hardship 


and the recipe names, along with a 
quick glance at the recipe, pretty 
much tell you all you need to know. 
They inspired me anyway. 


| MADE A QUICK TRIP to the grocery 
store (some of Bob's products can be 
found at Save On Foods, Safeway and 
Sobeys) the next day to pick up some 
of the grains that | needed but weren't 
already lurking in my freezer, and the 


WOK BOX 
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but the Wok Box version hits the spot 
and is definitely cheaper than the 
price of a flight to Thailand. 

“Are we the most authentic Pad 
Thai in Edmonton?” asks Bullock 
“No. But do we have the best quality 
of ingredients? Yes.” While the origi- 
nal location made all of the sauces in- 
house, Wok Box now uses an outside 
company that makes their exclusive 
sauces, which helps to create consis- 
tency among locations. 

By bringing a lot of the flavours of 
Asia to customers they can appeal to 
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a more diverse crowd, a concept that 
is winning the support of land devel- 
opers. “We are getting great real 
estate space in new developments 
because we're a one-stop shop,” says 
Bullock. Thanks to a versatile menu, 
Wok Box is more attractive in some 
markets than distinct Chinese, Japan- 
ese or Vietnamese restaurants. 
They're opening a new location in 
Terwilliger, a location that required 
beating out 22 other bidders. 

Wok Box is certainly busy building 
links in the chain. There are 10 to 15 
restaurants in BC opening in the next 
six months, and they have a big push 
planned for Ontario and Québec next 
year. They had a great response to their 
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experimenting began. 

Cornmeal Raspberry Muffins we;,. 
followed by Dried Cherry Spelt Scone 
{only I made them with dried stray, 
berries instead). In quick successio,, 
came the Mixed Grains Cocoa Ca, 
and then Spelt Pizza Dough. The). 
were Clouds of black bean and Spelt 
flour hovering in the air and mound 
of triticale flakes and rolled oats ., 
the kitchen counter for days on end 

The muffins were a resoundi;. 
success, hearty and utterly delicious 
The spelt scones, while yummy, wer: 
a bit too dense and crumbly for 
liking but with a little bit of tinkerino 
could be perfect. The cake was - 
healthier version of a good coffe 
cake and the pizza crust was a dejj 
nite keeper; some things just taste - 
whole lot better when made with 
whole grains. 

This is a great cookbook and Bob 
proves tobe a worthwhile companio; 
to keep around. The recipes are fair|y 
simple, the results are usually deii- 
cious, and everything is so much bet 
ter for you than baking with the 
nutritionally void bleached whi 
flour. If nothing else, it will give yo, 
great ideas on how to incorporate 
some whole grains into a few of your 
favourite recipes. Now, if you'll excuse 
me, !’m off to try the Chocolate Straw 
berry Tart, or maybe the Apple-Cinna 
mon Deep Dish Pancake ... v 


first US opening this year and have !0 
deals signed for 2009 openings in th: 
western United States. Confident in the 
product, the brand, and increased pop 
ularity, Wok Box could have 250 store 
in Canada in the next five years 

While I was surprised by their 
growth expectations, Bullock takes i! 
in stride. 

“Wherever you're hungry, we'll find 
you,” he laughs. 

If the continued popularity of th: 
original location and the rotating doo: 
of customers that flooded into thei: 
newest location are any indication o! 
their success, Wok Box certainly has 
the philosophy, the product and the 
brand to be a successful franchise. v 
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yay on business is not as much 
‘to be. As the trip goes by, | 
it home to see my kids. 
2 is one upside: beautiful 
jmpanied by new wines 


and a tremendous amount of silence. 
‘As | sat in Andy’s Bistro in Jasper, | 
still my kids, but | looked for- 


food instead of inhaling it. That 
avening, | rose from my table to exam- 
ine their “wine list": | emphasize it as 
they have no proper wine list, but 
instead line the bottles up on the bar, 
price tags dangling from each. It’s a 
decent grouping of wines sourced from 
Jasper Liquor store next door, which 
turns out to be quite the advantage: 
having the store next door enables 
Andy's to have @ non-existent cellar, as 
they replace each sold bottle from the 
shelves of the store. Low overhead also 
means reasonable wine mark-ups. 

The first night—l ate at Andy's both 
nights 1 was in Jasper—lI chose an Oriel 
“Jasper” Pinot Noir 2006 ($47). This 
wine is carried both for its quality and 
for its name. The story | heard on this 


Now hiring full time experienced met chef 
part time kitchen; sushi hel 
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wine is that the owner of the winery has 
purchased a winery in California, France 
and Italy and named each Oriel, his 
name. Each winery has its own wine- 
maker and distinctiveness. The Jasper 
product, which is made in Sonoma 
Coast, was very nice. 

When | first opened this light cherry 
red wine, | found its nose to be light 
with @ hint of spice and some raspber- 
ry—at risk of sounding pretentious, | 
thought it quite whimsical. The flavours 
were very nice with a well rounded, 
consistent body that evolved very well 
through the taste, offering a different 
Structure and fruit at each point. The 
reasonable tannins helped give the wine 


FIRST 


r 


some backbone that had it hold up well 
against my rich frog-leg appetizers and 
venison tenderloin entrée (both excel- 
lent, by the way). Overall, a very nice 
wine at a reasonable price. 


THE NEXT NIGHT, | decided for something 
a little bit bolder, both for food and wine 
| selected a Heitz Cellar Cabernet 
Sauvignon 2002 ($77). This deep, inky 
red wine's nose was rich and tannin 
laden. It was strong but not overpowering 
and had little fruit evident 

When | first tasted the wine, | found it 
had subtle flavours and fruit but never 
seemed to rise to the occasion. Still, the 
body had some girth and held up very 


well against my bacon wrapped scallops. 
It finally began to open up and become 
something interesting when | tasted it 
with my incredibly rich lamb shank, At 
this point, the wine began to open and 
the richness popped. The fruit opened but 
the wine was more inky in its flavours, 
which seemed to ooze over the palate 

This wine seemed far better suited to 
accompany a rich meal than be served on 
its own. But it still was very nice in time 

However, of the two wines, | enjoyed 
the Oriel much more and found it more up 
to the task of both being consumed alone 
and being paired with food. 

Now it’s back to spaghetti and meat 
sauce! w 
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Print without borders 


Edmonton Print International brings a world of art to our door 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
ook at everything going on in 
filmmaking, and the relation- 

hip the public has with it,” vet- 
eran printmaker Walter Jule offers. 

“When a film festival happens, any- 

where in the world, all kinds of people 

come out for it—even if they don’t know 
how films are technically put together 

When you see a good film festival, you 

see how film talks about the 


THU, SEP 25- FA, OCT 1 
EDMONTON PRINT 


INTERNATIONAL 2008 
VARIOUS VENUES, REE 

VHT EDMONTONPRITINTERNATIONAL COM 
FOR MORE DETAILS 


COVER 


in Poland or Japan talks about “Canadi- 
an” print, there's a better-than-decent 
chance they mean Edmonton. 


human condition; you see spec- |Yweweeklyeem) | ocally, we have wonderful 
tacle; you see intimacy; —you're artists working across all kinds 
not sitting there wondering how of media, but no single medi- 
films are made or thinking um is as consistently and 
about conceptual dogma, but | VIDEO steadfastly excellent and capa- 


absorbing their messages.” 

Jule adds, fervently, “It’s a good 
analogy for what we want for EPI; 
what we think EPI could be.” 

There are high hopes for Edmon- 
ton Print International 2008, and 
with good reason. It’s a cliché used to 
exhaustion in this city—a mid-sized 
regional centre with cosmopolitan 
ambitions, insecure of its boomtown 
status, dying to be perceived as having 
taste and consequence rather than 
simply the sheer splendid fortune of 
sitting atop a pile of oil money—but 
Jule and his colleagues are genuinely 
bringing us something “world-class” 
with the inaugural EPI, a landmark 
that reflects almost four decades of 
foundation laying. 

It’s almost perverse that of the stuff 
we slap the label on, it rarely sticks to 
what we're actually noted for on the 
global stage. Edmonton’s recognized in 
art destinations as far away as Europe 
and Asia as a producer of strong print- 
work and printmakers. When someone 


ble of holding its own on the 
contemporary international art scene 
as Edmontonian printmaking. 

And that’s in no small way due to 
the distinguished Jule, one of the 
founders of the U of A print department 
in 1970, where he remains professor 
emeritus. The artist lovingly built up the 
program through the years, travelling 
nationally and abroad to symposia and 
competitions (where he often spoke, 
showed and was showered with 
awards), nurturing our ties with the 
global community and recruiting stu- 
dents, artists-in-residence and educa- 
tors to learn from and with him 


TODAY, the u of A has two generations 
of Edmonton-educated printmakers 
teaching the new ones, and graduates 
dispersed around the world. Instructors 
like Liz Ingram and Sean Caulfield are 
award-winning artists themselves, and 
the department's technicians are just as 
accomplished, two of them having 
launched SNAP (the Society of North- 
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ern Alberta Print Artists), the nexus of 
print in Edmonton outside of academia, 
in 1982. SNAP broadened the medium’s 
reach and appeal, providing a place for 
artists to access equipment and facili- 
ties and gallery, and acts as a public 
ambassador for printmaking, hosting 
workshops, classes, and happenings. 

Once print was well-rooted here and 
we'd developed our reputation beyond, 
Jule turned his attention towards events 
that signaled the maturity and vibrancy 
of the community. In 1997, he organized 
a symposium at the University and with 
the partnership of SNAP, “SITElines: 
Printmaking and Image Culture,” which 
drew international participants and was 
lauded in the wider print and art worlds 
as an influential gathering. In 2002, Jule 
worked with SNAP on their first interna- 
tional print competition, “True North.” 

These successful predecessors beat 
the path for EPI, which has a much 
broader scope and will be the largest 
international print competition and 
show ever held in Canada, supple- 
mented by lectures, discussions and 
demonstrations, all welcoming the 
public completely free of charge. EPI's 
ambition is nothing less than to divine 
what's going on today in printmaking 
across the world. 

“We wanted to know what would 
happen if we sent out a completely open 
international call for entries: no size 
limit, no limit on the mediums used, no 
concept or direction,” Jule states. “All 
across the spectrum, we wanted to do a 
real survey of print, take the tempera- 
ture of the practice more accurately than 
most shows do by putting absolutely no 
limitations on it. What are print artists 


ON THE COVER 


doing? Where are they going in the 
world? We were after a kind of multi- 
plicity of narrative, to be these ears lis- 
tening to each other.” 

Jule notes in achieving that, EPI 
points to wider currents in other 
media. “Printmaking shares a set of 
common values with and touches on 
all other art forms. It incorporates 
almost everything: collage, drawing, 
painting, photography, from realism 
and formalism to pop and conceptual 
It reflects everything moving through 
those layers of culture.” 

Enticed by “substantial and mean- 
ingful” prizes and purchase awards as 
well as the reputations of the organiz- 
ers, about 1400 images arrived for 
EPI's jury of world-acclaimed practi- 
tioners to winnow down to the 100 
pieces that are in the final show. 

“It was a very rigorous process,” Jule 
explains. “The jury was completely 
blind; they were given no name, no 
gender, no country of origin, no infor- 
mation on techniques or media—just 
images. It was criticality and gut-level 
feeling: is this work saying something? 
Is it interesting, solid, informed, excit- 
ing, moving, relevant, articulate? Is it 
doing what it thinks it’s doing? Does it 
understand the streams of tradition it’s 
drawing from? Does it represent new 
medium and thought?” 

To make sure EPI would truly repre- 
sent today’s print world, Jule also 
extended “strategic” specific invitations 
to 15 touchstone artists, “the kind of 
people we didn’t think would apply, for 
a few reasons: they were so famous— 
stars in the field—they don’t enter com- 
petitions, or working in modalities and 
formats or with tools that were crazy, 
experimental, too awkward to send, 
that most competitions exclude. And 
people whose careers I've tracked for 
years who might not hear about the 
call, like an artist in Pakistan, where 
news may not travel.” 

The resulting exhibition is truly 
extraordinary. The pieces range from 
ethereal tiny paperworks to massive 
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murals, expressionistic abstracts t: 

tart pop art, surrealist dreamscapes tc 
recreated landscapes, artist books t 

faux surveillance mirrors. Artists come 
from Finland and Korea, as well as 
from Edmonton (remember, the jury 
was blind). Techniques range from the 
ancient (woodcuts) to the new (inte 
grating digital photography). 


JULE'S FILM FEST ANALOGY is ap: 


Print’s the most accessible of mediums, 
with the same immersive pull as film 

that power of each piece to carve out a 
universe entirely of its own making and 
invite you in to wander through it. And 
print’s even more democratic: etch 
something on a potato half, dab food 
colouring on it and press it to paper 

voila! You’ve made a print. 

But print also does something else 
it collapses time and space, so like 
film it can deal with complex human 
themes, but more evocatively and 
with the viewer investing more. Every- 
thing is special effects; all the frames 
occur at once; you're partially the 
director and writer. Print’s the 21s! 
century medium, echoing the juggling 
of roles, spaces and identities we nav 
igate everyday, something that with 
globalization is felt universally. 

“When you see print talked aboul, 
it’s always so technical,” Jule laments 
“And yes, there is that aspect, bul 
what makes print such a wonderful! 
medium goes beyond that. There is a 
strength and integrity of approach, 2 
depth, and it has a under very strong 
personal pull. It’s very communicative, 
and ideas move through print.” 

In other cities, major print gather 
ings like EPI draw a wide audience 
Edmonton is being given an event that 
lets us look at global culture close-up 
and meet people who work at inter- 
preting their parts of the world, 
wrapped up in a gorgeous, diverse. 
and fascinating package. 

“| hope everyone comes out for it,” 
Jule concludes, spreading his printmak 
ing hands out wide in invitation. ¥ 
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Film: / Shot Andy Warhol, Mary Harron (1996) 
How they compare: "Groovy Umbrellas" is a 
Spirited pop work directly referencing Warhol and 
the nature of reproduction while blending stencil: 
culture with more traditional Japanese print and 
© styles, situating the figures in a candy- 
-ab netherworld. Like 
you can take the “groovy” aes- 
and just enjoy its tg 
you can plumb deeper and dig 
hed ultiplicity in the cul- 


ord Coppola (1974) 
nd Bariteau have 


“HOPE” 
OLEG DENYSENKO 


Film: The Pit, The Pendulum and Hope, 
Jan Svankmajer (1983) 

How they compare: The animations of 
the brilliant Svankmajer are not for every- 
one, but they are lauded for their techni- 
cal innovation and impeccability and the 
sheer amount of labour involved. 
Denysenko’s style is equally intricate, and 
his strange clockwork-gothicism and his 
melding of the mechanical and the organ- 
ic and the classical and futuristic echo 
Svankmajer and bring up similar visceral 
feelings of fascination and revulsion. 
Who they appeal to: An inquisitive 
and compulsive tinkerer who unerringly 
finds the grotesque in the whimsical 
and the whimsical in the grotesque, and 
who finds technology and nature both 
beautiful and slightly frightening. 


_ “HAUNT YOU EVERYDAY" 
~ EUNSJIN KANG 


Film: After Life, Hirokazu Koreeda (1999) 

How they compare: Both the print and the film occur in an unusual magical land- 
Scape of sorts, one that's beyond the everyday world but not fantastic, overgrown 
and also decaying, And there is a pervasive melancholy and a simultaneous certain 
lightness in both that's hard to place—is there such a thing as blue whimsy? 
Agnostic existentialism? The tension is elusive and absorbing in the printmaker and 
the filmmaker's works. 

Who they appeal to: Admirers of comic books, anime and Kobo Abe who can drop 
into an image at the drop of a hat and not resurface for hours. 


“GAZING INTO LIBERATION'S 
FURRY CHEST” 
DARYL VOGAT 


Film: Rushmore, Wes Anderson (1998) 

How they compare: The whimsical nature of Vocat’s cartoonish 
and colour-saturated pieces can't soften the heft of his wry obser- 
vations on the conflicts of modern masculinity and adulthood and 
the shoddy imitation of our animal natures we carry around the 
world, with myths about naturalism and anthropomorphism are 
also implicated. The highly stylized illustrative style and technique 
and the popping palette fit Anderson's entire canon, as well as the 
themes of failure and frustrated desire and an imperfect self cov- 
ered up with bravado and misplaced yearning. 

Who they appeal to: The couple in skinny jeans and nerd-chic 
carrying matching record bags and just enough emotional bag- 
gage to find hilarity in awkwardness and pain. 


Wh i 


“NETWORK” 
BARBARA ROBERTSON 


Film: Wonderland, Michael Winterbottom (1999) . ; ; ; 
How they compare: Winterbottom’s searching elegy to human disconnection that's a consequence of our technologically 
connected progress follows a London couple in late middle age and their adult children over a weekend, through elliptical 
encounters with each other and acquaintances offered up by the metropolis. Wonderland has an intimacy and interiority 
that'd be painful to watch, if it wasn’t shot in a dreamy and richly textural style. Robertson's piece shares a fleshy, moody 
palette and richness of texture and evokes the layers of connectivity Winterbottom alludes to. Lae 
Who they appeal to: Patient, imaginative and soulful types who are able to fully give themselves over to a feeling with- 
out immediately needing to define it. 
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nour wo wos ZF ULL MONTY 


Smart, Articulate & VERY, VERY Funny...for both men and woman 
~ Bob Clark, Calgary Herald 


These guys should think with their dicks more often...CockTales is a refreshingly honest exercise. 
~ Martin Morrow, Calgary Straight 


MOVE OVER VAGINA MONOLOGUES...IT’S THE MEN’S TURN! 


Script Supervised by Eugene Stickland & Sean Bowte 


ON SALE NOW MYER HOROWITZ 


Thursday, October 23 - 8:00 PM Tee OF ALBERTA 
Friday, October 24 - 8:00 PM Tickets at Ticketmaster 
Saturday, October 25 - 2:00 & 8:00PM (780) 451-8000 
Sunday, October 26 - 7:00 PM www.ticketmaster.ca 


NO MINORS - 18+ 


PuBLICART 


CALL TO ARTISTS: 


FRED BROADSTOCK LEISURE CENTRE 

The Edmonton Arts Council, on behaif of the City of Edmonton, invites all 
Canadian and intemational artists to submit proposals for a public artwork 
at Fred Broadstock Leisure Centre. The artwork proposal should reflect 
relevance to contemporary art practices. This open competition is held in 
accordance with the City of Edmonton policy “Percent for Art to Provide 
and Encourage Art in Public Areas” (C458B) 


Budget: $40,000 CAD (maximum, all inclusive) 
Deadline for Submissions: 4:30 PM Tuesday, October 28th, 2008 
Installation: August 1, 2009 


CALL TO ARTISTS: 

ALBERTA AVENUE STREETSCAPE IMAGES 

The Alberta Avenue (118 Ave.) Streetscape Images public art competition 
is open to visual artists who reside in one of our three westem Canadian 
provinces (British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan). It will be held in 
accordance with the City of Edmonton policy “Percent for Art to Provide 
and Encourage Art in Public Areas”. 


Budget: $2000 per image (maximum of five images per artist) CAD 
(maximum, all inclusive) 

| Deadline for Submissions: 4:30 PM, Tuesday, October 28th, 2008 

Installation: May 2009 


An information package, including an entry form and terms of the 
competition, can be downloaded from our website at: 
www.edmontonarts.ab.ca/publicart 


EDMONTON ARTS county 


780-424-2787 


= 


www.edmontonarts.ab. Sr ay | 


Violent night 


Mo & Jess Kill Susie tears up the stage 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 


e're all a little desensitized to 
the horrors of violence as 
entertainment; modem tele- 


vision and movies have mapped out 
almost every grim situation we could 
hope to never find ourselves in, and 
each possibility has seen enough screen 
time to minimize its ability to solicit 
sympathetic winces from audiences. 

But when that violence is per- 
formed in the live setting and the pro- 
tective TV screen separating the 
audience from the violent crimes dis- 
appears, something changes. Grim sit- 
uations long found tame by televised 
standards become tense standoffs that 
trouble audiences even before any 
physical blows land or loaded guns get 
discharged. It’s this situational tension 
that benefits Mo & Jess Kill Susie, 
Northern Light Theatre's season-open- 
ing hostage drama: when the violence 
is vivid, the audience is attentive, 
uncomfortable and focused in 

The set-up is suitably grim: in the 
bathroom of some abandoned build- 
ing, Mo (Amy Matysio) and Jess 
(Amanda Bergen) wait for a phone 
call that will order the beaten, bound 
and blindfolded Susie (Lora Brovold, 
lying bloodied and unconscious on- 
stage) either set free or finished off; 
her fate is awaiting the result of a 
standoff between native activists and 
police. But as the night drags on with- 
out a ring, Mo and Jess begin a down- 
ward spiral of paranoid decisions 
about what to do with their hostage. 
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UNTIL SUN, SEP 21 (8 PM) 


MO & JESS KILL SUSIE 
DIRECTED BY TREVOR SCHMIDT 

WAITTEN BY GARY HENDERSON 

SAR ALATA BRE AWA 
LORA BROVOL 

TR AEH 86-19 1-2 


REVUE 


Some of those decisions are violent 
ones; in the show’s most wince-wor- 
thy segment, the “We can’t kill her 
yet” rationale shorts out altogether 
and Mo's resulting attack on Susie is a 
difficult thing to watch, if not for the 
blows themselves then for Susie’s 
helpless cries. But the action isn’t 
always in the hits: in Gary Hender- 
son’s prickly script, violence is found 
more often in spoken word than in 
physical act. 


MATSYIO DELVES into some genuinely 


disturbing emotional baggage with 
Mo, and her spunky-but-twisted por- 
trayal of the character is both terrify- 
ing and entrancing. The deeper the 
script travels into her personal history, 
the worse it gets. 

She doesn’t mesh too well with her 
co-captor Jess. Though not quite pro- 
tective, she’s more compassionate 
towards Susie, a far more restrained 
mother figure. Bergen’s reserved 
character undermines some of her 
emotional highs; it feels like she holds 
back a little too much, and we don't 
get the same emotional (dis)connec- 
tion, even in her potent moments. 


Rounding out the trio in the capt 
role, Brovold’s Susie is a focusing 
point: while unconscious in the early 
Stages, even her battered figu 
twitches draw grim attention, and he 
later outbursts, screams and rational 
izing pleas are just as affecting 

Control of tone is vital in a show 
like Mo & Jess: too much and we shud- 
der and try to shut it out; too little and 
we get bored. Director Trevor Schmidt 
is pretty good at finding the balance 
between the two, letting tension sim 
mer enough to pique our interes 
without overloading it, except when 
he wants to. The set certainly help: 
the whole scenario unfolds in @ 
abandoned bathroom, complete 
graffiti, stained urinals and a grid 0! 
puke-green tiles on all sides, forcins 
the trio of actresses to remain within 4 
tight proximity to each other, push!"s 
the tension further and further 

There’s no intermission, but the" 
is some dark humour, and even @ P'< 
cious few gentle moments to help be! 
ance out the harsher side of Mo & /' 
Kill Susie. It only slips a little in (I 
middle, where some deeper !ss\' 
aboriginal rights, troubled emy rere 
tionships—flare up, as only ‘ 
receive deeper exploration or co" 
sion as a lot is left swirling i" '' 
periphery. Instead, what Mo & Jes 
Susie focuses on is the troubles 0! | 
characters: fractured, violent peo)" 
stuck together and growing edgi¢' 
they all wait for a phone call that "'”' 
never come. W 


Albee expressed his firm 
Jat writing should have some use 


about the responsibilities 
ss," according to Albee, 
it” 
loffat has certainly found 
point to Albee’s modern 
Who's Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf? Moffatt, a native Edmonton- 
jan who has returned to the Universi- 
ty of Alberta to pursue his MFA in 
directing after 11 years in Calgary, 
where he founded the acclaimed 
“Sage Theatre, is directing Woolf to 
kick off Studio Theatre's 2008/09 
season, and according to him it’s a 
welcome chance to explore the dark- 
er side of the human psyche. 

“It's brilliantly written,” he says. 
"The psychological depths and decep- 
tions are rich territory.” 

The play features George and 
Martha (two of the juiciest roles an 
actor can hope to get, immortalized 
in the 1966 film by Richard Burton 
and Elizabeth Taylor and played here 
by U of A acting professor David Ley 
and Linda Quibell), a dysfunctional 


THU SEP H- SA SEP 27 (7:30 Pu 
WHO'S AFRAID OF 
VIRGINIA WOOLF? 


DIRECTED BY AOB MOFFAT 

WAITTEN BY EDWARD ALBEE 

STARRING DAVID LEY, LINDA QUIBELL, 

AVA JANE MARKUS, ERIC HYLAND 

STUDIO THEATRE (07 AVE & 112 ST) $10 -$20 


PREVUE 


middle-aged couple. Following a fac- 
ulty party, they invite Nick and 
Honey (BFA grads Eric Nyland and 
Ava Jane Markus), an unsuspecting 
younger couple, to their home for a 
nightcap. Fuelled by drinks and 
charged with years of animosity, 
George and Martha engage ina 
relentless, scathing attack on each 
other, simultaneously embarrassing 
and fascinating their guests. 

While the play’s title is an obvious 
parody of the lyrics “Who's Afraid of 
the Big Bad Wolf?,” Moffatt sees a 
connection between the play's themes 
of illusion and facade, and the life of 
the literary figure it references. 

“The anxiety that Virginia Woolf 
felt, her struggle with depression 
and eventual suicide, are similar to 
Martha’s problems,” says Moffatt. 
“While they cope differently, each 


tudes Oven 


SEPTEMBER 20 & 21, 12-5PM 


Join us for a weekend of art. Take the opportunity to spend the 
weekend meeting these gifted artists and watch them at work! 


(Seataal Lists 


deals with a deeply repressed sub- 
jective.” 


WHO'S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WODLF? 
was selected for the 1963 Pulitzer 
Prize for Drama, however the award’s 
advisory board objected to the play's 
then-controversial use of profanity 
and sexual themes, and overruled the 
award's advisory committee, awarding 
no Pulitzer Prize for drama in 1963 
Critics at the time thought the play 
was a thinly veiled representation of 
two gay couples, however Albeé (who 
is himself openly gay) has denied this, 
even going so far as to refuse rights to 
productions attempting to cast all four 
roles with men, saying this would dis- 
tort the play's meaning. 

Moffat, though, wouldn’t drearn of 
bringing so radical a change to 
Albee’s script, at least in part because 
he had a chance to talk with the man 
himself on a recent trip. 

“I had the opportunity to meet 
Edward Albee in New York and told him 
| was directing his play,” says Moffatt 
“He was very gracious and asked if I'd 
found my George and Martha. I’m going 
to pay attention to his intentions, try to 
find his rhythms, and follow his many 
stage directions. | trust this script.” w 


PEARLDER 
Sey Hidden Talent / Spotlight Gallery 
~ JUNE HARING = 4407, 25 Chisholm Ave. - 
St. Albert, AB 


Ph. 780.419.2055 


The Studio Gallery 


_ Ph, 780.460.5993 


41 Perron St. St. Albert, AB 


<4. Pygrvetion School ef Fine ate 
~ DIXIE ORRISS- Smntenerace Sabet 


“Worth it.” 


That's what people say. The 
only problem with Blundstone 
boots is that they never seem to 
wear out. Oh, people try. But after 
a few years of kicking the bejeez 
out of them, they're more 
comfortable than ever and 
. still going strong. 
Expensive? 
Nope, they 
get cheaper 


The Original 
Available in 
Brown or Black 


www. blundstone.ca 


Campers Village - 10951-170 St NW - 780-484-2700 
Gravity Pope - 10442 Whyte Ave - 780-439-1637 
Kunitz Shoes - 837 Saddleback Rd - 780-438-4259 
SoftMoc - West Edmonton Mall - 780-489-5616 

Wener Shoes - 10322 Jasper Ave - 780-422-2718 
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ALIEN CREATURE: A VISITATION FROM 
GWENDOLYN MACEWEN 


DIRECTED BY LAURA RABOUD, FAWNDA MITHRUSH 
WRITTEN BY LINDA GRIFFITHS 

STARRING LAURISSA KALINGWSKY 

Th SEP 18- SUN, OLT'S 

LIVING BOOM PLAYHOUSE (11375 105 AVE), BY DONATION 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

Fawnda Mithrush has a confession: 
before her friend Laura Raboud asked her 
to co-direct Alien Creature: A Visita- 
tion fram Gwendolyn MacEwan, she 
hadn't read a stitch of the iconic Canadi- 
an’s poetry. Not that it ended up matter- 
ing: as Mithrush explains, it didn’t take 
long for her to quickly become an avid 
MacEwanphile, thanks in large part to 
the poet's penchant for esoteric themes 
and dark humour. 


“AS a writer or as an artist, there's a 
tendency towards going into that dark 
place, because often that's where the 
Most profound art comes from,” explains 
Mithrush. “At the same time, her poetry is 
very witty and pithy—she has this wry 
humour that pervades everything she 
wrote.” 

That balance is something the play, 
which garnered author Linda Griffiths a 
Governor General's Award nomination, 
strikes ably. A twisting biography that 
weaves in bits and pieces of MacEwan’s 
poetry as it attempts to make some sense 
of her ultimately tragic end—she died at 
age 46, due to complications from a long 
stretch of aleoholism—Alien Creature is 
aptly named, suggesting both the ethere- 
al beauty and otherwordly strangeness of 
@ woman who made a very strong mark 


on the world while often living some- 
where beyond its normal boundaries. 

For Mithrush, it's the play's willingness 
to delve into such an enigmatic figure 
that has proven to be its appeal, making 
it a compelling story even if you aren't 
familiar with MacEwan’s work. 

“The fact that you have this incredible; 
intelligent woman who wrote such beau- 
tiful poetry, and yet still, something in the 
end was too much for her, that sort of 
makes you wonder what chance the rest 


What Alberta visual artists need to know about 


submitting work to the 
provincial art collection 


The Alberta Foundation for the Arts is 
looking for new art to add to its collection 
The provincial art collection is shared with 
Albertans through many public programs and 
venues. It helps to foster a greater appreciation 
and awareness of the visual arts in Alberta. 


Submission deadline is October 1, 2008. 
To learn more, or to download an application 
form, visit www.affta.ab.ca/art-collection.shtml 
or call 780-427-9968 (dial 310-0000 for 


toll-free access). 


B® 


Foundation 
for the Arts 


Alberta Strong Communities 


Doug Haslam, Thagram, 2007, wood, milk paint, ink. 2008 Spring Art Acquisition purchase. 
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of us have,” laughs Mithrush. "I think one 
of the questions we've been asking our- 
selves is, ‘What did kill Gwendoyin 
MacEwan?’ | think we have a lot of ques- 
tions about that, and even at the end of 
the play, | think people will be asking 
themselves that.” 


N 
PRESENTED BY THE ROYAL WINNIPEG BALLET 
TUE, SEP 24, WED, SEP-24 (7:30 PM) 
SJBILEE AUDITORIUM (11456 - 87 AVE), $30- $90 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 
Defying gravity is among the most inte- 
gral and beautiful elements in a ballet. To 
accomplish the illusion of effortless 
flight, dancers train for years to leap and 
jump to spectacular heights. 

However, when choreographer Jorden 
Morris created Peter Pan, the story of a 
sprightly boy who not only flies, but 
teaches mortal children to glide along 
with him, Morris took the concept of fly- 
ing to an unusual extreme in order to stay 
true to the original story. After consulting 
with @ company that specializes in flying 
equipment, Morris learned that he could 
choreograph a show where multiple 
dancers would be rigged up for flying. 

“Peter Pan is pretty unique in that 
area. At one point in the ballet we have 
four people flying at the same time,” says 
Morris, who explains that such a specta- 
cle comes with its complexities back- 
Stage. “There are two different crews of 
fly operators working two different sys- 
tems. ... It's a lot of crew co-ordination, 
and 4 very complicated thing to get right, 
but the pay off is definitely worth it. To 
watch these people take off and fly 
across the stage is a wonderful element 
to have in the story.” 

Yosuki Mino, who has the role of Peter 
Pan, agrees that flying is an amazing 
experience, 

“It's just pure fun to stay in the air,” he 
says, laughing. “It's hard to explain, but 
you can’t have this much fun if you have a 
normal job.” 


As fun as it no doubt is, his role does ~ 


involve some major challenges, particu- 
larly when it comes to the fight scenes. 
The contrast between fighting and flying 
demands a careful balance of physical 
energy: Mino must completely relax while 
flying, but be ready with the strength and 
agility needed during the fighting—which 
is very precisely timed, because if any- 
body misses a beat, somebody could get 
hurt for real 

“It's like being in an action movie,” he 
says of the experience. 3 

The production work done backstage 
create an exciting and spectacular show, 
but both Mino and Morris emphasize that 
the most important element of the per- 
formance is the dancing. 

“We talk a lot about fighting and fly- 
ing,” says Morris. “But really, it’s the 
dancers that bring the entire production 
together. 

“The show is going to sell itself on the 
human element, which is the artists 
themselves and the relationship that they 
create with the audience.” 


RAPID FIRE THEATRE 
THEATRESPORTS: FRIDAYS (17 PM) 
CHIMPROV: SATURDAYS (11 PM) 
VARSCONA THEATRE (10329 - 83 AVE) $10 


SAM VARTENIUK / varteniuk@vueweekly.com 

You're standing on a stage in front of a 
room full of people. You don’t know your 
lines, what scene you're in or even thé 


character you're playing. For many People 
this is the beginning of a Nightmare: fo, 
the folks at Rapid Fire Theatre, it's a , 
an evening's work. 

This weekend marks the Beginning oj 
RFT's 28th season of Theatresports ay, 
CHiIMPROY, taking place on Friday ani 
Saturday nights (respectively) at 11 py , 
the Varscona Theatre. And while some . 
Us might be terrified of the free-fo,., 
unscripted nature of improvised Perform 
ance, Artistic Director Kevin Gil), 
appreciates the control it offers, 

“If you're just an actor, you're read; 
someone else's lines,” says Gillese. °; 
you're a writer, you might have to Watch 
Some actor butcher them. But as a, 
improviser | can do whatever | want in 
any given scene.” 

Theatresports follows the format of 
short-form improv made popular on 7\ 


Rapid Fire Theatre 


shows like Whose Line js it Anyway’. Per- 


formers work in teams to create three- to 
five-minute scenes based on suggestions 
called out from the audience. The spirit is 
competitive; at the end of the evening the 
audience votes to declare one team the 
Victor. Conversely, CHIMPROV is a long- 
form experience, with several of RFT's 
more seasoned veterans taking 30-45 min- 
utes to tell a fleshed-out story. 

Still, while the weekend marks 4 
return to its standbys, Rapid Fire Theatr 
is also stepping into some uncharted ter- 
ritory, making a name for Canadian impro- 
visers abroad. A team from RFT took first 
place at the annual World Domination 
Theatresports Tournament in Atlanta, and 
you can also look for RFT players Joey 
Lucius and AJ Vaage on a new sketch 
comedy show being featured on YTV, set 
to start shooting in a few weeks. Gillese 
admits that helping RFT’s performers 
reach wider audiences than their usually 
busy weekend shows is one of his goa!s 
as AD, a position he took aver from Chris 
Craddock earlier this year. 

"As soon as | became Artistic Directo’ 
one of my first projects was to organize 2 
showcase of our talent for some telev! 
sion producers from out east, here '" 
Edmonton,” explains Gillese. “My prima'y 
objective right now is to break RFT as an 
organization into the medium of film 
video and television.” w 
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Lighting the way 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

t doesn't seem a building so 

much as a declaration: 

stamped onto 124 Street, a 
few blocks north of the upscale 
Jasper restaurants and bou- 
tiques, a few blocks south of the 
bohemian surroundings of the 
Roxy Theatre, the Lightform 
Design Centre announces 
itself with Bauhausian heft, a 
stark, simple steel-and-glass 
fishbowl of modern design. 

Housing four different 
stores—Lightform itself and 
three others who share its 
tastes—it’s quite literally a land- 
mark, a focal point of contempo- 
tary design, a vivid, physical 
exhortation to any who pass by 
that there is something interest- 
ing happening, both inside its 
walls and the city as a whole. 

“1 think it's a big deal for Edmon- 
ton,” says installation artist and cur- 
rent director of marketing and 
design for Lightform, Jesse Sher- 
burne, stepping back and gazing 
around to better appreciate the 
building’s scope. “It really sets a 
precedent for design in this city. It’s 
something that kind of gets neglect- 
ed in our blue-collar town, but I 
think this a pretty bold statement 
about what we're looking to do.” 

Specifically, it’s to not only bring 
contemporary design to Edmonton 
in a fairly practical way, but to bring 
Edmonton to contemporary design. 
One of the city’s most successful 
design exports—Lightform currently 
has showrooms in Seattle, Vancou- 
ver, Calgary and Toronto, and has 
designed spaces for clients like Red 
Bull and Microsoft—as Sherburne 
explains, they want to bring some of 
what they've given to other cities to 
their hometown, and help shake off 


FAL SEP 19(7 PM) 

LIGHTFORM DESIGN 
CENTRE GRAND OPENING 
FEATURING A MEW WORK BY JESSE SHERBURKE 
LIGHTFORM DESIG CENTRE (OS45 12ST 
LIGHTFORM CA 


DESIGN 


Edmonton's reputation as a land of 
big boxes, figuratively and literally. 

“As far as the store’s concerned, it’s 
not a come-in, buy-a-bunch-of-stuff 
Ikea experience; it’s more of a come 
in and participate in design culture 
experience,” says Sherburne, who 
points out that, like him, all of Light- 
form's employees have some form of 
training in design. “We want to edu- 
cate people by sharing our knowledge 
with them, spend time with them and 
teach them about design, then help 
them find what they want.” 


THAT EDUCATING, engaging approach 


goes well beyond simply selling peo- 


ple stuff, though, as evidenced 
by their grand opening party, 
which Sherburne is planning. 
Enlisting his particular talents— 
you probably know him best 
from his refreshingly provoca- 
tive, intelligent Art Bar show at 
the AGA, the most popular, if 
also the most controversial, 
show to hit Edmonton in recent 
memory—he'll be turning the 
corridor that separates the two 
buildings that make up the com- 
pound into one of his experien- 
tial installations, transforming 
the typical schmoozefest into a 
work of art. 

“I'm really interested in the 
convergence of conceptual art 
and design, and installation ver- 
sus design, and the idea of a 
relational or experiential art,” 
explains Sherburne. “Basically, 
you have this experience with a 
space, and then it's gone: you change 
the rules of the space, but only for a 
while. you have an event and then it 
disappears. It goes into another inter- 
esting thing for me, which is the dia- 
logue after, the discussion about it.” 


The desire for discussion is a large - 


part of why Sherburne has found 
Lightform to be an ideal fit for him. 
The company has plans to bring in 
other modern designers and artists— 
though perhaps not always to design 
their own parties—to further reach 
out to Edmonton, and show the city 
the possibilities and pleasure of 
modern design. 

“It's part of our mandate, con- 
tributing to the design community, 
giving back to it,” says Sherburne. 
“We want to do things that are actu- 
ally innovative, that generate some 
dialogue, that get people thinking 
about design and how it affects 
them.” w 


Going public 


& | PRAIRIE ARTSTERS 


amy @Qvueweekly.com 


During the most recent installment of 
Pecha Kucha Edmonton, Kristy Trinier, 
Edmonton Art Council's director of public 
art, presented her quick and dirty version 
of public art from around the world. From 
inverted pyramids in Munster, Germany to 
sidewalks outside of churches in Philadel- 
phia, the works ranged not only in geog- 
taphy and scope, but in their ability to 
engage in site specific interventions with 
the space and lives around them. 

The presence of Edmonton-based 
public art was not surprisingly missing, 
but a query into an Edmonton aesthetic 
was proposed by way of simply looking 
around and critically accepting what cur- 
rently surrounds us. 

A general survey of Edmonton public 
art in 2008 could not exist without the 
list of works coordinated through Art and 
Design and Public Places. For close to a 
decade, ADPP has bridged the business 
and artistic communities by pairing up 
public art commissions with locally. 
prominent artists and architects that now 
pepper our city’s public spaces such as 
major intersections, Churchill Square, 
and parks. But looking at the works indi- 
vidually and in relative proximity to the 
structures around them, artist Krystztof 
Wodiszko's sentiment comes to mind: in 
elite, alienating public art, the “noble 
idea of public access is likely to be 
received as private excess.” A great 
majority of the works, most notably 
pieces from Churchill Square and the big 
bat, come to mind as the forefront of this 
discussion in their sponsor-centric dis- 
placement of ignoring the locale and the 
locals. As with any form of obtrusive 
public visuals, these works are detrimen- 
tal to their supposed cause of beautifica- 
tion as they are visually polluting our 
cityscape on the same degree as bill- 
boards. Public art should not be selling 
you on a company or on art itself; place 
and art must inform each other to make 


each respectively more meaningful to 
those who view it and live amongst it. 


WHICH BRINGS US BACK to the ques. 
tion of place, specifically Edmonton as 
place—a flat sprawl'with an extended 
river valley—and its slippery grasp of a 
visual identity. Architecturally, we're 
glass and concrete amongst areas o{ 
density surrounded by small one- or two- 
storey misnomers stretched few and far 
between traffic lanes and unwalkable 
blocks connecting district to district. Fo, 
public art to succeed within these 
parameters, 4 consideration of space 
needs to be evaluated within thes; 
terms first, instead of imposing an 
adopted aesthetic onto what already 
exists. There are certainly problems with 
what already exists, such as the 
absence of pedestrian-accessible paths 
that connect and retain neighbourhoods 
for those who live here, but ignoring 
these issues by covering them up with 
disconnected public art objects will on! 

do more damage in the long run. 

Public art, often appearing in the form 
of monumental objects, cannot simply be 
dropped onto a neighbourhood and accept- 
ed as a beacon of decor and culture 
Whether it’s sculptural or graffiti-based 
commissioned or non-sanctioned, public 
art addresses social issues, intentionally 
or not. Promoting thoughtless art used in 
terms of revitalization that does not con- 
sult, engage or challenge its surrounding 
people, buildings and institutions is a veil 
of nepotism and safe misgivings, and a 
city will never come to terms with itself 
amidst such things. As arguably the most 
transparently social and conscious lot 
within visual arts, public art holds the 
great potential to transform the everyday 
experiences of its audiences, and, in turn 
should remain vulnerable and susceptible 
to the public's desires and demands. 


Amy Fung is the author of 
prairieartsters.com. Check back in two 
weeks time, when Prairie Artsters takes 
an in-depth look at the Edmonton Art 
Council's Public Art Master Plan. 


f ndutge your passton for books! 


Acclaimed author 
Marina 
Endicott 


launches her novel, 
Good fo a Faull. Bi 


Just long-listed for the Scotiabank Giller Prize! 


Caterina Edwards 
_| reads from her memoir, 

” Finding Rosa: A Mother with 
Alzheimer’s, a Daughter in 
Search of the Past. 


Nora Foster 


Stovel 


discusses her new 

| book, Divining 
Margaret Laurence: 
A Study of Her 
Complete Writings. 


finding rosa 


at the Transalta Arts Barns 
10330-84 Ave. 


Friday Thursday Sunday 
Sept. 19 Sept. 25 . Sept. 28 
5-7 pm 7:30 pm 1 Veys 2:00 pm 


(780) 423-3487 
10702 Jasper Ave. 
www.audreys.ca 


, ‘ ; “BOOKS(1D ~~ 
On Friday Sept. 19 from 11-4 pm, drop by and chat with 4 


Loreen Janzen, author of Married to a Terrovest: 
sa 
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THEATRE NETWORK ~ Live at the ROXY pxcsinis 


aaSs Godot 


BY Brendan Gall 


Photo hy lan Jacksan 


“Here's an old sayin’, | think it's from the bible: Too fuckin’ bad.” 


Starring Julien Arnold, Brian Dooley, Collin Doyle, James Hamilton and Christopher Schulz 
Directed by: Bradley Moss 


September 23 - October 12 2008 | 2for1 Tuesdays Sept 30& Oct? 


on WUE | 
lhe ROXY Theatre 10708 124 St. Edmonton 780.453.2440 www.theatrenetwork.ca WEEKLY | : 
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FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 780.426.2889 
OR E-MAIL GLENYS AT 


DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT 3 PM 


DANCE 


ALBERTA BALLET-PETER PAN Jubilee Auditorium, 
1145-87 Ave (780-428-6839) ¢ JM Bame's classic story 


oe Jorden Morris. Alberta premiere © 
Se 23-24 (7:30pm) ¢ Tickets at Alberta Ballet box 
omee 


FILM 


EDMONTON INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 
Empire City Centre, City Centre Mail and the Ziedler Hall 
in the Citadel {780-422 0644) www.edmontonfilmfest.com 
* Sept. 26-Oct. 4: $60 (Six-Pack Pass\/$100 (Ree! Deal 
Pass) * Opening Night Gala with Bruce McDonald 
and Stephen McHattie at the Empire City Centre, City 
Centre Mall; Sept. 26; the afterparty (7pm), at 
Freemason’s Hall, 10318-100 Ave. the film, Pontypool is 
TIFF, $25 at TIX on the Square 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (780- 
482-2854) © Open Tus-Sat 10am-5Spm ¢ ACQUA ALTA 
Artworks by Kelowna, BC based artist Jane Everett © 
Until Sept. 26 
ALBERTA AVENUE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
11770-95 St © Open: Sat 11am-Spm, Sun 1-5pm, Mon- 
Thu 10am-Spm * RADIANT. Paintings, part of project 
Radiant, an outdoor installation of paintings along 118 
Ave, 82 St to 94 St. This is in conjunction with the 
Kaleido Family Arts Festival ¢ Sept. 26-Oct. 2 ¢ 
Opening reception: Fri, Sept. 26 (6-Spm) 
ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10186-1065 St (780-488- 
6611). ¢ Raila) Fuh SH An eae 
Sustainable Craft until Sept. 27 ¢ Dé 

Candee Ri 


LISTINGS 


LUORESCENCE- New ceramic works by ing; ‘ 
Until Oct. 18 


ART BEAT 26 St Anne Street, St Albert (780-459-4679) 
@ Paintings by Randy Hyashi; until Sept. 20 © Fall 
exhibit: Artworks by igor Pestash; opening: Sept. 26 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 100, 
10230 Jasper Ave (780-422-6223) © Open Mon-Fri 
10:30am-Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm (4-8pm fres}; Sat-Sun 
1 een © WORKS OF A RENAIS. ANCE MASTER: 
THE PRINTS OF ALBRECHT DURER: Until Nov. 2 © FACE 
NATION: Artworks by eight Abonginal artists from 
Canada whose works address issues of history, 
presentation and identity; until Sept. 21 © AEAL 
ritings by loca} artists; until Sept. 21 « 
Talks with the artists and curator; Thu, 
7pm) * EDMONTON: EXPLORED: Curated by 
ing: until Nov. 2 * Free (members); $10 {adult)/$7 
ident); $5 (6-12yrs)/free (Syrs and underl/$20 
2 adults, 4 children} 


HAB STUDIO GALLERY 3rd FI, 10217-106 St 
(780-433-9532/780-423-2965) © Open Thu 5-8pm, or by 
appointment * New work by ArtsHab Artists 
CANADA PLACE 2nd Fi, 9700 Jasper Ave (780-426- 
4035) » Paintings by Bruce Allen, Frances Alty Arscott 
Barb Brooks, Joseph Drapell, and others 
CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEEHOUSE 9351- 
118 Ave (780-435-3499/780-474-9951) © Artist Trading 
at The Carrot * Every 2nd Sat of the month 
30pm); www.theearrot.ca « ARTS ON THE 


radionetwork 


AVE-ARTS ALIVE! along 118 Ave between 90 St and 95 
St a Festival: multi-disciplinary arts festival: 
Sept. 26-28; www.thecarrot.ca 
CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE ALBERTA 9103-95. 
Ave (780-451-3427) © Mon-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 1am- 

© ARTISTIC GATHERING: Artworks by Jeannine 
q Hlifoux, Inereae Boureses, Naitie Das and 
woe ee © Sept. 19-Oct. 1 © reception: 
Sept. 19 ( "8.30pm, artists in sttendance ee 
Whyte 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S RED GALLERY 9621 
Ave (780-498-1984) © Open Mon-Fri !1am-Spm © 
Summer Salon and see Until October sy 
COMMON SENSE 10546-115 St (780-482-2685) « 
Oper by intment of dai chance ¢ THE a 
NCE 1 WE CARE ABOUT: Watercolours and 
gouaches by Franklin Einspruch ¢ Unni Sept. 28 


CROOKED POT GALLERY 4912-51 Ave, Stony Plain 

{780-963-9573} * Open Tue-Sat 1Dem-Spm © BOTTOMS 

UP ON SUMMER: Drink ware by award winning potters 

* Through September 

DELTA SOUTH HOTEL Lobby, 4404 Gateway Blvd 

780-426-4035) e Amworks by Henry er, Kathryn 
ian, Elaine Berglund and Audrey Pfannmulier 


DOUGLAS UDELL 10332-124 St (780-488-4445) « Fall 
Show: Group show # Sept. 20-Oct. 4 « Opening recep- 


tion: Sat, Sept. 20 {2-4pm) 

ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 12419 
Stony Plain Rd (780-482-1402) © Open Tue by appoint- 
ment; Wed-Fri 11am-5:3 Sat Uam-4pm; closed 
long weekends © COLLECTION 2008: New works by 
vanous artists 


FINE ARTS BUILDING GALLERY Room 1-1, Fine Arts 
Building. 112 St, 89 Ave (780-492-2081) © Open Tue-Fri 
10am- at Sat 2-5pm * DESIGNING THE CENTENARY 
AND AGAVE: A Portfolio of prints to commemorate 100 
years © Until Sept. 27 

FRINGE GALLERY Paint Spot basement. 10818 Whyte 
Ave (780-432-0240) * John, Mark, Peter and Paul 
Freeman © Through September 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER 
UBRARY Main Fi, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (780-496- 
7030) * Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm; Sat 9am-bpm; Sun 1- 
Spm © RIDE OF THE CENTURY: Edmonton Transit 100 
Jon, historic photographs and artifacts * Until Sept 


GALLERY IS—RED DEER 4930 Ross St, Red Deer (403- 
341-4641) © ENCHANTED BY THE SEASONS: Jewellery 
a by Elizabeth Ferehuk: until = Ze 

TRYPTICS: Group show; Sept 29-Oct. 25; opening recep- 
tion: Fri, Oct. 3 {6-Bpm) 


GREENLAND GREENHOUSE Hwy 16 and Cloverbar 
Rd © HARVEST ART SHOW: Artworks by members of 
the Emerging Artist$ Society of Alberta, open house 
family event © Sept. 21 (1-4pm) 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (780-426-4180) » 
oo Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * Main Space: 

IE SWIMMERS: Video installation by Francopho: 
artist Christophe Jivraj: until Oct. 11 © Froat Room 
Gallery: (CAW)l: Black and white paintings of crows by 
Shantael Sleight 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior 
Centre, 10831 University Ave (780-433-5807) ¢ Open 
Mon-Fri Sam-4pm © INSTRUCTORS SHOWTIME 
Artworks by the instructors for the upcoming fall/winter 
session * Until Sept. 25 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (780-479- 
8424) Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm © 
Artworks by various artists ¢ Through September 


JOHNSON ler FOUTH) 7711-85 St (780-465- 
6171) © Open Mon-Fri Sam-5Spm; Sat 10am-5pm © 
Artworks by various artists Through September 


KAMENA 5716 Calgary Tr S (780-944-9497) © Mon- 
Wed, Fri 10am-Spm; Thu 10am-7pm, Sat 10am-Spm © 
Featuring artworks by local and international artists 
home décor and gift tems 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St 780-423-5353) ¢ Open 
Tue-Fri pa Satnoon-5pm © Main ¢ The 
two Gullivers: Flutura and Besnik Haxhillari: Sept. 19- 
Oct. 18; opening reception: Fri, Sept. 19 (8pm) 


LOFT GALLERY A. J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood Park (780-998-3091 /467. 
oo) * Open Thu ie Sat 10am-4pm 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 08 SHOW: Artworks by Willie 
Wong, Dianna Sapara, Janet Kraemer, Sonja 


Marinoske, Tony Goobie, Janice Bonsant-Wilson and 

Margaret Nappetom © Sept-Oct 

U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 

Mon-Fri 10am-t Sat-Sun 1- 
8pm; ul 


McMULLEN GALLERY 
'80-407-71 as 0 
© FORM UNFOLDING by members of the 
Sculptor’s Association * Until Oct. 26 


0 Mon-Sat Dam apr Sun Gene ee IME 
Li m- un ¥ e 
PASSAGES Paint Beverly Bunker. until Sept. 23 
* Fibre installation Eliot-Los; Sept. 25-Oet. 21; 

opening reception: Sun, Sept. 28 


MOUNTAIN GALLERIES-JASPER Jasper Park Lodge. 
www.mountaingalleries.com (780-852-5478) * Open 
Gaily * Artworks by Diane Way 


MUNAN GALLERY 10048-1014 Ave, Rice-Howard 
Way/Scotia Place, fing 206 Fa to 
3408) « ART THAY TRANSC ‘NDS: Multimedia, oiis 
sculpture, doll houses and African tribal masks of 
museum quality. No fixed hours ® Until Oct. 15 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Sto Anne Street, St 
Albert (7ae4S9 1528) * Open Tue-Sat Oam-Spm; Sun 
15pm ® PRINTS FROM CPR MAGIC LANTERN SLIDES 
1885-1930: An exhibit from Simon Fraser University 
Gallery * Sept. 23-Dec. 7 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave 
COLLAPSING COLONIES: Featuring works by the 
Beehive Collective. Featured for the North of Nowhere 
Expo * Until Nov. 1 


WINA HAGGERTY STOLLERY GALLERY 9704-111 
Ave (780-474-7611) * Open Mon, Wed, Fri 9:30am- 
2:30pm; Tue, Thu 9:30-4pm, 6:30-8: aa © CAP Project 
Greed and other work * Until Sept 2 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY Main Space, 10183 
112 St (780-452-0286) * Open Tue-Sat 11am-Spm © 
VIOLET OWEN: Figurative artworks in paint. charcoal 
sculpture and bas relief; until Sept. 24 © Artworks by 
Robert Christie; Sept. 27-Oct. 15; opening reception 
Sat, Sept. 27 (2-4pm) 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 2 12304 Jasper Ave, 
www. probertsongallery.com {780-455-7479} * Open 
Tue-Sat Varco © GROUP SHOW: Including art- 
works by Clay Ellis, James Lahey, Bath Pederson, Alice 
Teichert and others 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St. St 
Albert (780-460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat {10am-Spm), 
Thu (10am-8pm) # GUILDED: Anworks by Susan 
Casault, Joanna Dummond, Ady Hewlett, and others 
* Until Sept. 27 * ArtVentures: Play with Clay: Sat, 
Sept. 20 tom) for children 6-12 * Artist at Heart 
Guilded Treasures: SEpt 18 (7-9pm} 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 i 

Ad (780-427-1750) * 0 Tue-Sat Sam-4:30pm, Wed 

Sam-S3pm * DOCUMENTING ALBERTA: Photographs ot 

ess ee from the Public Affairs Bureau 
inti! Dec 


ROWLES AND COMPANY LeMarchand Mansion, 
108, 11523-100 Ave (780-426-4035) # Paintings b 
oe various artists; glassworks by Prairie Isle Glass 
Works 


ROVAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave (780- 
453-9100) * Open daily 9-5pm ° Government House: 
Public tours Sat and Sun and statutory hols liam 
4:30pm); ph 427-2281 info * Exhibi Gal 2 
LOST SHIP. RECOVERED VOYAGES: THE EMPRESS OF 
IRELAND: Artifacts salvaged from the wreck of the 
Empress of Ireland; until Det. 5 © Fromt Terrace: The 
North Edmonton Sculpture Workshop presents Pater 
Hide at The Ram, Until Oct. 5 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 eee ees) . 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-5Spm * EARTHBOUND: Abstract 

jaintings by Arlene Wesylynchuk; until Sept. 23 ¢ Fall 
ban how: Paintings by Hilary Prince, Jim Davies, 
Maureen Harvey, Marianne Watchel, Patty Ampleford 
and prints by Akiko Taniguchi; Sept. 27-Oct. 14 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (780-423-1492) # Open 
Tue-Sat 12-5pm © EDMONTON PRINT INTERNATIONAL 
2008 (EPI) Vatious venues: Capital Arts Building, SNAP 
Gallery and the University of Alberta Museums, Print 
Study Centre * A celebration of the printed image 
hosted by SNAP. a major visual art exhibition and sym- 
posium * Sept. 26-Oct. 17 


SPOT LIGHT GALLERY 107, 25 Chisholm Ave, St 
Albert (780-419-2055) # St Albert Artists Colony: Ist 
annual fall open studio; Sept. 20-21 (12-4pm) 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce 


Grove (780-962-0664) * Seniors Art Show; Sept. 20 « 
ing reception: Sept. 27 

STEEPS URBAN TEAHOUSE 2411 Stony Plain Rd © 

io aes OF DOG: By Father Douglass * Through 

ey 


‘STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron St (780-460-5993); 143 
Grandin Park Plaza, 22 Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. 
Albert (780-460-5990) * Open Thu 12-8pm, Fri 10am- 
Spm, Sat 10am-Spm * OUR, WET PAINT: Featuring 
oi! paintings, watercolours, drawings and mixed media 
artworks by a variety of artists 

SUN LIFE BUILDING ais 10123-99 St (780-426- 
4035) © Paintings by Bi Y Cheng 

TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (780-452- 
3100) © Wired to Win: IMAX film. Also pla iH) in 
IMAX: Human Body: Dinosaurs Alivet # BOD WORLDS 
1: The Original Exhibition of Real Human Bodies: fea- 
ture exhibrt, until Oct. 13 © IMAX films: Coral Reef 
Adventure, Wired to Win; Human Body; Dinosaurs 
Alive!. daily * Dawn of the Space Age; Margaret 
Zeidler Star Theatre; daily 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St TEAS GB) * Furniture 
design works by Ralph Reichenbach * Until Oet. 11 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA MUSEUMS GALLERY A 
TELUS Centre. 87 Ave, 111 St (780-492-5834) © 
BRILLIANT STROKES: Chinese Paintings from the 
Mactaggart Art Collection representing the styles in 
Pa from 15th to 20th centuries ¢ Sapt. 18Jan. 24, 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fi, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 

(780-421-1731) * Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm © 

TRANSFORMED TEXTILES: Works by members of the 

Fane Seon, Spinners and Dyers of Alberta ® Until 
ct 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (780-488- 
4892) © FALL IN. THE CHARLEVOIX. Featuring artworks 
by Bruno COté, Guy Roy, André Turenne and others © 
Abstract paintings by Montreal artist, Jean-Gabriel 
Lambert ® Until Sept. 30 


WORLD TRADE CENTRE 9990 Jasper Ave (780-426- 
4035) © Paintings by Keith Nolan; soapstone and lava 
rock sculptures rk Totan 


LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (780-459-8755) « 
Story Slam: every third Wed of the month 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave (780-932-4409) « 
TALES onthe Sigel Circle: Tell stories or 
come to listen * Sept. 2008-June 2009 (Bpm) * 
Admission: $3, first time free 


STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir Winston Churchill 
Sq * Edmonton Reads: Adventure Ink: Ted Bishop, 
presentation and talk based on Riding with Rilke. 
Reflections on Motorcycles and Books, thu, Sept. 18 
{(Zom) free * Stanley Milner Library Theatre: Book 
launch of the collection of essays in The Story That 
Brought Me Here: To Alberta From Everywhere edited 
by Linda Goyette; Fri, Sept. 19 (7:30pm) * Writer's 
Corner: with graphic novelist Pascal Blanchet, author 
of White Rapids, Sun, Sept. 28, (1:30pm); info ph 
Anna-Marie at 780-496-7032 


STEEPS—OLD GLENORA » Spoken word open mic # 
Ist Thu every month * Contact Adam Snider to sign 
up; Adam.snider@gmail.com 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ale {Fin Ac2-S178) ° 
The Poets’ Haven: Monday Night reading series pre- 
peau! by Stroll of Posts; every Mon night (7pm) * $5 
{door} 


LIVE COMEDY 
CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE HOUSE 9351- 


118 Ave, www.thecarrot.ca © People in Pants Comedy 
Improv Troupe © First Thu of each month 


COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (780- 
469-4999) * Chris Warren; Sept. 18-20 © Tim Pulnik: 
Sept. 25-27 

COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St 
(780-483-5999) © Torn Simmons; witil Sept. 21 © Jimmy 
Dore; Sept. 24-28 © Hit or Miss Mondays: Sept. 22 © 
Best of Edmonton: Tue, Sept. 23 ® Jimmy Dore, Keith 
Saranoski, Kelly Dakus; Sept. 24-28 # Hit or Miss 


Mondays; Sept. 29 * Bast of Edmonton: Tue, Sept 39 
donde 


veswihalenetstiice sans i 
Open mic night Wed. Sept. 2h eas bm ¥ _ 


UON'S HEAD PUB Radisson Hotel, 4440 Gateway 
Bivd * Comedy Night: Hosted by Lars Call paturi 
presi He ate eee Bevan ie 


WINSPEAR CENTRE (780-425-1414) ng 
with Kevin Smith & ot Sere ob . et , 
Winspear box office 


THEATRE 


ALAS GODOT Theatre Notwork/Roxy Theatre, 10703 
eee ae mf yewoattherory con» Thane 

letwork—Live at the . rendan Gall ® Sep; 
23-0ct. 12.© Tickets at TX onthe Sey * Se 


Pela hire 
imuth Theatre's Living 
Foom Playhouse, 11315-106 Ave © The Other Theatre 

and Azimuth Theatre * By Linda Griffiths, a pla abou 
Canadian poet evendolyn Macéyan ® Sept. 18-Oet. 5 
th Sat om Sept. 21, 28, and Oct, 2pm) * ‘All ticker 

‘are Pay-What-You-Can 


CATS Jubilee Auditorium, 11455-87 Ave 

(780.451 .8000/1.866.540.7469) « Broadway Acros: 
Canada * Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber * Sept. 30 
Oct. 5 * Tickets at Jubilee Auditorium box office 


CHIMPROV Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (790.4 
3393) www. rapidfiretheatre.com ® Rapid Fire ys tre 
Poems comedy for the sophisticated © Start: 

0, runs every Sat (11pm) except for the last Sai o} 
each month and runs until mid Jun 2009. But there 
CHIMPROV on Sept. 27 


LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS Mayfield Dinner Th 
16615-109 Ave (780-483-4051) ® Book and lyrics b: 
Howard Ashman, lyrics by Alan Menken « Until N 


THE MIKADO Koos Motropolitan United Church,e30. 
109 St (780-451-3542) ® Victorian musical set in th 
fictitios Japanese town of Titipy presented by the Sti 
Street Players and Knox-Metropolitan United Church p 
William S. Gilbert and Sir Arthur Sullivan, directed by 
Warren Mack * Sept. 26-27 {8pm Sept. 28 (Spi) 
$10 (adult}/$8 (senior\/$5 (child) 


MO AND JESS KILL SUSIE Northern Light Theatre 
Third Space, 11516-103 St (780-471-1586) © By Gary 
Henderson © Three women wait in the washroom a! ¢ 
deserted building for a life-or-death phone call tha 
doesn’t come © Until Sept ehcp © $20 (aduit)/$1 
(student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


PRIDE AND PREJUDICE Citadel's Shoctor Stage 
9828-101, Ave (780-425-1820) * A new adaptation by 
Tom Wood, based on the novel by Jane Austen © Sep 
20-Oct. 12 (7:30pm. 1:30pm matinees) ® Tickets avail 
able at the Citadel box office 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-23 Ave 
780-448-0695) www.rapidfiretheatre.com * Rapid £ 
heatre’s weekly insane improv show ® Starts Sep 
19. runs every Fri {11pm} until the end of July 2009 


THREE'S COMPANY AfTery, 9525 Jasper Ave « 
Defiance Theatre © Sat, Sept. 20 (8pm) # $15 at Ty « 
the Square/$20 {door} 


THRUBWELL'S PIES Varscona Theatre, 10329 
Ave, www.teatrolaquindicina.com * Teatro |. 
Quindicina * A new comedy work by Edm. 
wright Belinda Comisty; starring Sheri Somerville, Mi 
Meer and Belinda, directed by Jeff Hasiam © Sept 2! 
Oct. 11; Tue-Sat 7:30pm, Sat mat 2pm » $10-$22 at 
TIX on the Square, the door Teatro 


WALTERDALE THEATRE—S0 YEARS OF 
FOOTLIGHTS GALA TransAlta Aris Barns, 10330-8 
Ave, www.walterdaleplayhouse.com * Sept. 27 
Cocktails 6pm, dinner 7pm * $45 at TIX on the Square 


WHO'S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF Timms Cent 
for the Arts, Main Stage, 87 Ave, 112 St, U of A 
www.studiotheatre.ca * Studio Theatre ¢ By Edwar 
Albee, directed by Rob Moffat (MFA Thesis) * Unti! 
Sept. 27 (7:30pm, 12°30pm matinees) « $10-$20 at TI 
on the Square 
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in film festival-land 
r final days is much 
e being the last guest at a 
party after the beautiful people have 
left, your host has passed out in the 
backyard and you're sifting through 
the ashtrays for smokeable butts, 
bleary-eyed, waiting for dawn. The 
press office closes down, the hotel 
lobbies are being shampooed, the 
limo drivers start vacation. It seems 
so desolate now, who'd have guessed 
only days before I was sharing an ele- 
vator with Ben Kingsley—who really 
is built like a ninja, as it turns out. 

Yet it was on the very last day of the 
33rd Toronto International Film 
Festival—at which | saw exactly 33 
movies—that 1 finally caught Darren 
Aranofsky’s The Wrestler, which 
enjoyed the coup of winning the Gold- 
en Lion at Venice, the very same festi- 
val where Aranofsky’s The Fountain 
was famously booed two years previ- 
ous. The Wrestler was something of a 
disappointment though: the narrative, 
about a spandex-clad lord of the ring 
reaching a very lonesome middle age, 
was formulaic, the dialogue flat, the 
visual style shockingly anonymous. But 
Mickey Rourke, with his leathery flesh 
and damaged beauty, was indeed won- 
derful, and the real reason to see the 
movie anyway is the milieu under 
investigation, which yields tremendous 
niches of human strangeness. And yes, 
wrestling, it seems, is indeed fixed. 

What — was any pre-set 
notions of what would be the high- 
lights of TIFF ‘08. There weren’t as 
many new films from high-profile 
filmmakers, and of those that did 
arrive, some were less than startling, 
like the Coen brothers’ Burn After 
Reading or Richard Linklater’s Me & 
Orson Welles, which was pleasantly 
corny, while others, like Steven 
Soden s four-hour Che, proved 


Wapirss I saw Che in two 


| TORONTO 
INTERNATIONAL 
ALM FESTIVAL 


makes you truly believe in the contin- 
ued possibilities of movies. 


THE TURBULENCE and atrocities of Latin 
America informed several other TIFF 
selections, notably Pablo Larrian’s Tony 
Manero, which follows a 52-year-old 
Chilean weathering the terror of the 
Pinochet regime by endeavouring to 
become the protagonist from Saturday 
Night Fever. That he wants to be a fic- 
tional character is revealing: like some- 
thing out of a Roberto Bolafio novel, 
Larrian’s antihero seems to have taken 
the violence around him as tacit con- 
sent to release his own repressed aber- 
rant tendencies, all moral logic eroding 
under the weight of his absurd fantasy 
life, It might synopsize like a movie 
about dreams trumping dictatorship. 
but this is not the case: Tony Manero is 
deeply sinister stuff, concerning a very 
dark passage of recent history. 

Josué Méndez’s Dioses, meanwhile, 
chronicles an upper-class Peruvian 
family’s decline into incest, boredom 
and self-loathing, and announces a 
real talent to watch: Méndez arguably 
falls short in seeing his narrative 
through, but his compelling, subtly 
dynamic camerawork allows us to 
closely observe the characters during 


moments of inner anxiety. Gerardo 
Naranjo’s Voy a explotar is an alto- 
gether wilder tale of familial disinte- 
gration, class rot and teen rebellion, a 
very fun homage to Godard about a 
girl who meets a guy she says is both 
“invented and real,” a son of a Gua- 
najuato congressman who harbours 
homicidal fantasies. Pablo Agiiero’s 
Salamandra finds a mother and son 
travelling deep into Patagonia to live 
off the grid with hippies—John Cale 
among them! Like Méndez, Aguero 
doesn’t push his characters as far as 
he might have, but his careful evoca- 
tion of this particular subculture and 
empathy for his characters make for a 
very worthwhile debut. 

But enough with the Americas—on to 
Europe! I don’t think I saw anything 
more elegantly realized than Claire 
Denis’s 35 Rhums, which follows the 
delicate negotiations between a father 
(dashing Denis regular Alex Descas) and 
his adult daughter, cohabitants in a Paris 
apartment block. There are two 
sequences—one set in a trainyard, the 
other in a bar—built mainly around 
music and movement, that are sensu- 
ous, poetic, pleasingly aligned to the 

ythms of everyday life and among the 
loveliest things | saw this TIFF. Yet much 
of the film is relatively straightforward 
examining the trails of the working 
underclass and the knotty entangle- 
ments of urban life, something evident 
in both the film’s web of acquaintances 
and its metaphoric use of the public 
transit system. There’s also a scene 
involving a horse that, while so very 
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brief, speaks volumes about the image- 
power of Denis’s singular cinema 
Turkish director Nuri Bilge Ceylan’s 
Three Monkeys, like last year’s The Man 
From London, offers something pretty 
unusual: a modern noir delivered in a 
highly meditative style. It kind of 
reminded me of The Reckless Moment, 
but more overtly bleak and, you know, 
brooding. Spanish director Albert 
Serra’s Birdsong follows the three wise- 
men on their way to greet Jesus, a film 
comprised mostly of landscapes being 
traversed which won't do it for many 
but does possess a certain velvety, 
chiaroscuro beauty and bone-dry 
humour. Mike Leigh's Happy-Go-Lucky 
is a nearly sublime character study, 
with the relentlessly cheerful Poppy 
(Sally Hawkins, terrific) encountering 
numerous fellow Londoners who chal- 
lenge her to consider the hidden conse- 
quences of her flamboyant optimism. 
Mabrouk El Mechri’s majorly meta 
JCVD blurs the real and fictional Jean- 
Claude Van Damme as he’s held 
hostage in a Belgian bank heist, suffers 
tax problems and a child custody suit 
e delivers this fucking crazy, half- 
coherent monologue that recalls Bran- 
do’s in Last Tango in Paris. | don't think 
Mechri can cash all of the cheques he 
writes in this thing—It’s a comedy! It’s 
an action movie! It’s a Charlie Kaufman 
jovie!—but it’s pretty fun. 


FINALLY, a quick tour of Asia. Wong 
Kar-Wai's Ashes of Time Redux is 
essentially an aesthetic tweaking of 

his pad arty martial arts movie, but is 


probably more noteworthy simply 
because most people haven't seen it 
in any form. | can’t say it’s my 
favourite Wong—the first part's rather 
too talky and expository—but it’s use 
of colour is unspeakably beautiful; the 
fight scenes, mostly captured in very 
tight shots, are weirdly thrilling, and 
the final pay-off, where the many tan- 
gled narrative threads reunite, is sur- 
prisingly moving 

Meanwhile, two of Japan's finest paid 
homage in their very different ways to 
that master of family dramas Yazujiro 
Ozu. Hirokazu Kore-eda’s Sal! Walking 
is a beautiful, tender, at times cruelly 
resonant story of a family who've never 
gotten past the death of their favourite 
son, while Kiyoshi Kurosawa’s Tokyo 
Sonata was simply the best surprise of 
the year, the acclaimed horror director's 
latest being a very funny comedy about 
the individual members of a stressed- 
out family breaking apart to undertake 
their separate fugues 

I’ve failed to mention the tw 
strongest American independent films 
at TIFF "08: Ryan Fleck and Anna 
Boden’s Sugar, which follows a 
Dominican pitcher as he journeys to 
the US, and Kelly Reichardt’s Wendy 
and Lucy, which finds a down-on-her- 
luck Michelle Williams and her dog 
stuck in Oregon on their way to Alas- 
ka. But_both will be appearing in the- 
atres in the coming months and you'll 
be reading more, much more, about 
them in these pages—in fact Sugar is 
on its way to our very own Edmonton 
International Film Festival. v 
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Father of convention 


The middlebrow, tear-jerking charms of 
When Did You Last See Your Father? 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vuweekly.com 

ased on the poet Blake Morri- 
Be memoir of (nearly) the 
same name, When Did You 
Last See Your Father? should at least 
get a few extra points for never once in 
its duration leading us to believe it to 
be anything other than exactly what it 
is: a middlebrow tearjerker positively 
heli bent on getting two grown men to 
hug. (two Englishmen, no less.) But 
what the hell: hugging men aren't so 
bad, you know, and most fathers that 
\'ve ever Known really are this difficult 
to connect with, and, perhaps most 
importantly, with actors as strong as 
these i's actually kind of a pleasure to 

be so shamelessly manipulated. 
Alternating between a present-tense 
narrative that finds the 40ish Blake 
grappling with his father Arthur's rapid- 
ly approaching death and flashbacks 
that show the child Blake struggling 
with Arthur's always chipper verbal 
abuse (his nickname for his son is “fat 
head"), general neglect, barely con- 
cealed philandering, unnerving cheap- 
ness and baldly ingratiating ways, 
David Nicholls’ script works toward its 
catharsis through the steady building of 
Blake's conflicting urges toward keep- 
ing 4 well-eamed gnadge and reconcil- 
‘ng with an old man that everyone else 
Seems to have been able to forgive. | 
haven't read Morrison's book, but it 
seems like Nicholls made some pretty 
sound selections of episodes to flesh 
out here, like the disastrous father-son 
camping trip that functions as a string 
of small betrayals while providing for a 
ri 3 we eam and character 
enough about 
cach of these guys over the course of 
the filmy te both of their per- 


 Spectives, regardless of how much we 


“an sympathize with them. 


COLIN FIRTH and jim Broadbent are in 


 feality only 11 years apart, but Firth's 


FAL SEP 19 & SAT, SEP 20 (9:30 PM) 
SUN, SEP21 & MON, SEP 22 (7 & 9 PM) 


WHEN DID YOU LAST SEE 


YOUR FATHER? 

DIRECTED BY ANAND TUCKER 

WRITTEN BY DAVID NICHOLLS 

STARRING COLIN FIRTH, JIM BROADBENT, JULIET 
STEVENSON, GINA MEKEE 


xk 


DRAMA 


seething anger and general vitality set 
against Broadbent’s jowly expressive- 
ness and decidedly old-fashioned 
charms go a long way toward forming 
a convincing generation gap. In fact 
they make a wonderful pair, one over- 
sensitive, the other gleefully oblivious, 
the both of them strikingly capable of 
casual cruelties. 

Broadbent kind of steals the show, 
making all the jokes and recklessly 
driving the scenes toward their neces- 
sary confrontations, but 1 found myself 
admiring Firth all the more for holding 
his own in spite of this. When Did You 
Last See Your Father? could have been 
deadly if some simpering, overbearing- 
ly earnest actor was cast as Biake, but 
Firth makes no great show of his char- 
acter’s resentment or self-assignation 
as the story’s token victim. His natural 
warmth makes for a lovely balance 
with Blake's maturation into a sexual 
bully with a short fuse, a son who, 
however determined to do otherwise, 
is in danger of repeating his father’s 
worst mistakes, only without the fun. 

if only director Anand Tucker (Hilary 
& Jackie) had the same light touch. His 
direction is fussy, imminently tasteful, 
overly cutty and burdened with some 
creaky visual metaphors, especially his 
use of mirrors to impart the deeper 
similarities between father and son. ! 
have to give Tucker credit, however, for 

not lingering over Arthur's deathbed to 
soak up every last drop of pathos, 
something plenty of other directors 


would have leapt at the chance to do. 

The real guilty party with regards 
to bathetic overkill would have to be 
composer Barrington Pheloung, a 
Tucker regular, whose godawful 
score rushes ahead of the imagery, 
the actors, and us, to telegraph 
every last emotional cue in the film 
The result is, of course, the reverse 
of what is presumably intended: we 
can’t actually feel as much because 
the music is too busy telling us what 
to fee! instead of letting us find it 
You might want to just sit back and 
pretend the music's coming from the 
sound system of some annoying 
neighbour, and enjoy watching 
Firth, Broadbent, et al make the dis- 
coveries on their own. v 


pan oF Ws 
IN AUTD Satay 1 


core 


350 GIFT 


ete 


He sees dead people. 
and they anny him. 


RICKY 


GERVAIS LEON, 


GREG 


_KINNEAR 


IAMS PCTURES we PLAS EERIE te 
GHOST TOWN" ICKY GERVITEA LEON! EG IME 

MrT AML ac OE EAL 

Betsraccasse) UMD KEEP UHM KAM 


GhostTownMovie.com [5 {is 


> Beer 
PG COARSE 
LANGUAGE 


STARTS FRIDAY! FOR LOCAT IONS AND SHOWTIMES 


CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES 


“PRIZES! 


YOU MUST BE A 
FIRST READ 
~ CLICK ON LINK FROM 


FIRST READ & SUBSCRIBE TO 
ENSURE YOU HAVEA 
CHANCE TO 


INCLUDES DINNE, 
(LIMITED # tt 


op 18-SP 24,2008 wueweexmy 31 


ELENA ANAYA 
UNAX UGALDE 


WHEN Die 
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SUN & MON a7: 00 & 9:00PM 
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SEAN DYKIN K - 
TEAM AMERICA: WORLD POLICE 


All Metro screenings are held. at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425- oe or log on to www.metrocinema.org 


Metro operate: 


swith the support of 


Conseil des Arts ofa) Found. ation 
du Canada Sr 
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= FILM 
: 


OPENING THIS WEEK 


DRAWING RESTRAINT 9 

WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY MATTHEW BARNEY 
STARRING BARNEY, BJORK 

FAI, SEP 19 & SAT, SEP 20 (7 PM), METRO CINEMA 
wk 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista @vuewgekly.com 
It was almost inevitable Bjdrk and 
Matthew Barney would get together, as a 
romantic couple and as creative collabo- 
rators. The two professional performance 
artists may ostensibly be superstars from 
different disciplines—she the impish Ice- 
landic nymph of global pop music; he the 
American jock of the glittering heights of 
the navel-gazing art world—but they're 
cut from the same cloth. Both are known 
for the intense physicality they bring to 
their art forms, transformations and 
chronic reinventions that, although seek- 
ing to obliterate their own identities, 
seem only to heighten the sheer narcis- 


* sism of their practices. 


They represent the highbrow end of 
that most modern art form: the celebrity 
at the centre of a self-focused spectacle, 
the pan-media muse and maker in one 
closed loop, inspiring themselves to rein- 
vent and then reinterpret themselves. 


That Chere Womans 


Pre Cokes Raia Deas Bebe 
Vicky Cristina Barcelona’ 


VICKY CRISTINA BARCELONA 
NIGHTLY @ 7:00 & 9:00 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEES @ 2:00PM 


VISIT US OM LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


CAPSULES 


Certainly, they're charming and talent- 
ed, but they have an intensely private and 
opaque mythology, replete with a pan- 
theon of symbolism they fee! compelled 
to share and expect others to find as fas- 
Cinating as they do, while only providing 
the sketchiest of legends to use as a key 
to unlocking their coded meanings 

Buried under the gloss of faux intellec- 
tualism and genuine artiness, their fail- 
ures as artists are turned back on 
audiences with an accusatory, “You don't 
get it? We didn’t fail—you're just too stu- 
pid!” It’s bullying, but if you can get over 
that, even their failures can be enjoyable. 
They are, after all, still celebrities. It is, 
after all, still spectacle. 

Which brings us to Drawing 
Restraint 9, Barney's addition to the 
series. Like his other offerings—which 
were shorter and more concentrated— 
DR9 is bewildering to the uninitiated but 
has sublime moments. The pace is state- 
ly, composition of frames painterly and 
costumes bizarrely magnificent. But the 
story is laughably amateurish and self- 
indulgent, and the film way too long. 

Capsules of Bamey’s work are ludicrous: 
they sound like fragmented folktales handed 
down from near-vanished cultures. They're a 
series of mostly dialogue- and exposition- 
free moments with a loose directional narra- 
tive, always about transformation: a ballet 
of highly ritualized steps towards another 


DRAWING RESTRAINT “ 


identity that’s somehow revealed to be tru: 
to one’s nature, a sensuous dance ¢ f 
ing and stripping that at times descends, as 
most moments of emergence do, inty 
(unnecessarily gory) violence. 

The transformation of DR9 takes place 
onboard a Japanese whaling vessel, 
where Bjérk and Barney are inexplicably 
Married in some sort of ceremony involv- 
ing dramatic costumes, prosthetics and 
shaved eyebrows, mirrored by a crew 
performing a ritual on organic goo. At the 
climax of the film, there’s a storm and 
Bjork and Barney hack each other to 
pieces and tear off their human flesh in 
twisted love scene, after which they 
become sea creatures. Yes, really 

This isn’t for the casual Bjérk fan— 
although her soundtrack is absolutely bri 
liant and wonderful—but for the hardcore 
Bamey fan. But look at it this way: it’s way 
better than Pamela Anderson and Tommy 
Lee's wedding night movie. 


IGOR 

DIRECTED BY ANTHONY LEONDIS 

WRITTEN BY CHRIS MCKENNA 

STARRING JOHN CUSACK, MOLLY SHANNON 
wow 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vuawoekly.com 

In its grander moments, the juvenileness 
of the family-oriented, computer-animated 
feature doesn't so much simulate reality 
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ing the mad science in 
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in evil, half-assed plays 
se old-time conventions, 
ble sincerity in the famil- 


its storytelling. John Cusack 
hunchback dubbed Igor 


assist a professor in the creation of evil 
inventions for world takeover. In the land 
of Malaria, an eternally dark social realm 
of horrors characteristic of Halloweentown 
in The Nightmare Before Christmas, evil is 
a competitive market, culminating in each 
mad scientist unleashing his wares in an 
annual contest. 

After Igor's boss suffers a warped acci- 
dent, he lands the opportunity to show off 
his own secret work, a magnificent terror in 
the form of a gigantic though oddly propor- 
tioned woman he learns to call Eva (Molly 
Shannon). But once the activation of her 
“evil bone” is thwarted, Igor is devastated 
to discover his creation aspires to be an 
actress rather than a killer. With the help of 
his previous fiving experiments, an immor- 
tal pussycat named Scamper (Steve Busce- 
mi) and a talking brain in a vat (Sean 
Hayes), he tries his damndest to prepare 
Eva for the contest, even if he has to 
manipulate her to do so. But Igor's lead 
competitar Dr Schadenfreude (Eddie Izzard) 
learns of Eva's potential, and sneakily 
attempts to land her as his own entry. 

Though /gor has scattered philosophical 
and cultural remnants familiar to a post- 
secondary education, including apparent 
Descartes references in Hayes’ character of 
Brain and Eva's fondness for paper flowers, 
it doesn't reach the core of the film, which 
stays fairly classical and virtuous. Igor 
grows affection for Eva's harmless vanity, 
and soon begins to imagine a life beyond 
the mere production of evil. But it’s the in- 
between moments that strike a chord, from 
Schadenfreude's flamboyance to the female 
grotesquery of his two-face lover 
Jaclyn/Heidi (brought to incredible life by 
the voice of a versatile Jennifer Coolidge). 
While not as pretentious as Tim Burton's 
Corpse Bride, Igor flops around awkwardly 
with far less clarity and emotional drive 
than last year’s bar-raiser Ratatouille. 

Of course, the kids might enjoy it, but 
|'m not writing this for them. w 
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All showtimes are subject to change at 
ee Please contact theatre to con- 


f__ CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
6094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 780-852- 
— 4749 

BURN AFTER READING (144, violence) 
Daily 7:00, 9;00 
‘THE WOMEN (PG, not recommended for 
young children) 
Dally 7:00, 9:00 

CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 

190 Ave $0 St. 780-472-9779 

(COLLEGE (184, crude content, coarse 
language 


) 
Fri-Sat 2:00, 4:60, 7:30, 10:00, 12:15; 
‘Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:50, 7:30, 10:00 
THE ROCKER (PG, coarse language) 
Fri-Sat 1:15, 4:00, 6:45, 9:15, 11:40; 
Sun-Thu 1:15, 4:00, 6:45, 9:15 


SPACE CHIMPS (G) 
Daily 1:05, 3:05, 5:05, 7:20 


HELLBOY II: THE GOLDEN ARMY 


(148) 
Fri-Sat 1:30, 4:45, 7:20, 9:55, 12:20; 
Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:45, 7:20, 9:55 


HANCOCK (PG, crude content, violence, 
coarse language) 

Fri-Sat 1:50, 4:45, 7:25, 9:35, 11:45: 
Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:45, 7:25, 9:35 


WANTED (184, gory scenes, brutal vio- 
lence) 


Fri-Sat 1:35, 4:05, 7:05, 9:45, 12:10; 
Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:05, 7:05, 9:45 


GET SMART (PG, violence, coarse lan- 


guage) 
Fri-Sat 1:45, 4:35, 7:00, 9:30, 11:50; 
Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:35, 7:00, 9:30 


THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, violence, 
frightening scenes) 
Fri-Sat 9:20, 11:55; Sun-Thu 9:20 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
Fri-Sat 1:55, 4:30, 7:15, 9:25, 11:25; 
Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:30, 7:15, 9:25 


SEX AND THE CITY (184) 
Daily 3:50, 6:50, 9:40 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, vio- 
lence, frightening scenes) 

Daily 1:20, 4:20, 7:10, 9:50 


THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 
Fri-Sat 1:10, 4:40, 7:35, 10:45; Sun-Thu 
1:10, 4:40, 7:35 


IRON MAN (PG, not recommended for 
young children, ee, 


14231 137th Avenue, 780-732-2235 


IGOR (PG) 

Dally 12:10, 2:20, 4:30, 6:45, 8:50 
LAKEVIEW TERRACE (14A. coarse lan- 
guage) 

Daily 1:50, 4:40, 7:20, 10:10 


MY BEST FRIEND'S GIRL (18A, crude 
content, coarse language) 
Daily 2:10, 5:30, 8:00, 10:25 


GHOST TOWN (PG, coarse language) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:40, 3:30, 7:00, 
9:30; Tue 3:30, 7:00, 9:30; Star and 
Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 


BURN AFTER READING (14A, coarse 
language, violence) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:20, 2:40, 5:10, 


7:30, 10:00; Tue 5:10, 7:30, 10:00; Star 
and Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 


RIGHTEOUS KILL (14A, violence, 
coarse language) 

Daily 1:20, 4:00, 7:10, 9:50 

THE WOMEN (PG, not recommended for 
young children) 

Daily 1:00, 3:40, 6:50, 9:40 


BANGKOK DANGEROUS (184) 
Fn-Sun, Tue-Thu 2:00, §:20, 7:45, 10:05; 
Mon 2:00, 5:00, 10: 


et ee ANP gory scenes, coarse 
language, brutal violence) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 2:15, 5:00, 7:50, 10:20; Wed 
2:15, 5:00, 10:20 
THE HOUSE BUNNY (PG, not recom- 
Dee ee Sas 
Pri Sun, Tue-Thu 1:10, 3:50, 6:40, 9:10; 
Mon 1:10, 3:50, 6:40 ~ 

TROPIC THUNDER (14, coarse lan- 
guage, crude content) 

Dally 1:40, 4:50, 7:40, 10:15 


THE DARK KNIGHT (PG, frightening 
‘scenes, not recommended for young chil- 


dren, violence) 
Dally 12:00, 3:15, 6:45, 10:00 
MAMMA MIA! (PG) 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 


mn Be wR 
Sau Be 


Daily 12:30, 3:20, 6:30, 9:00 
JOURNEY TO THE CENTER OF THE 
EARTH (PG, not recornmended for young 
children) 

Reald Fri-Tue 1:30, 4:10, 7:05, 9:20; 
Wed-Thu 1:30, 4:10 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: 
OPENING NIGHT GALA (Classification 
not available) 

Mon 6:30. 

RENT FILMED LIVE ON BROADWAY 
(Classification not available) 

Wed-Thu 7:00 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


1525-99 St. 780-496-8585 


IGOR (PG) 
Daily 12:30, 2:40, 4:50, 7:10, 9:20 


LAKEVIEW TERRACE (144, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Daily 12:45, 4:00, 7:00, 9:40 

MY BEST FRIEND'S GIRL (184, i 
content, coarse language) 

Dally 1:45, 4:45, 8:00, 10:30 

GHOST TOWN (PG, coarse language) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:10, 3:45, 7:15, 9:50; 
Tue 3:45, 7:15, 9:50; Star and Strollers 
Screening: Tue 1:00 

BURN AFTER READING (14A, coarse 


language, violence) 
Daily 12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 7:45, 10:15 


THE WOMEN (PG, not recommended for 
young children) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:20, 4:10, 6:50, 9:30; 
Tue 4:10, 6:50, 9:30; Star and Strollers 
Screening: Tue 1:00 


BANGKOK DANGEROUS (154) 


~ Daily 5:00, 7:30, 10:15 


MERA PIND (PUNJABI W/E.S.T,, G) 
Fri-Wed 12:40, 4:30, 8:30; Thu 12:30, 
4:30, 8:30 


DEATH RACE (14A, gory scenes,coarse 
language, brutal violence) 

Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 1:50, 4:40, 7:40, 10:20; 
Mon 1:50, 4:40, 10:20 


MAMMA MIA! (PG) 
Fri-Wed 1:00, 3:40, 6:30, 9:10; Thu 1:00, 
3:40, 9:20 


THE HOUSE BUNNY (PG, nol recom- 
mended for young children,coarse lan- 
guage) 

Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 12:50, 3:20, 6:40, 9:00; 
Mon 12:50, 3:20, 7:00 


FLY ME TO THE MOON 3-D (G) 
Reald Fri-Tue 1:15, 3:50, 6:30; Wed-Thu 
1:15, 3:50 


TROPIC THUNDER (144, coarse lan- 
guage,crude content) 
Daily 1:30, 4:15, 7:20. 10:10 


THE SISTERHOOD OF THE TRAVEL- 
ING PANTS 2 (PG) 
Daily 2:00. 


PINEAPPLE EXPRESS (158A, substance 
abuse) 

Daily 5:10, 10:30 

STEP BROTHERS (144, coarse lan- 
guage, not recommended for children, 
crude content) 

Daily 2:10, 7:50 

THE DARK KNIGHT (PG, frightening 
scenes, not recommended for young chil- 
dren, violence) 

Daily 12:15, 3:30, 6:45, 10:00 
JOURNEY TO THE CENTER OF THE 
EARTH (PG, not recommended for young 
children) 

Reald Fri-Tus 9:20 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: 
OPENING NIGHT GALA (Classification 
not available) 

Mon 6:30 


RENT FILMED LIVE ON BROADWAY 


LAKEVIEW TERRACE (144, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Dolby Steréo Digital Daily 12:30, 3:50, 
6:50, 9:35 . 

THE WOMEN (PG, not recommended for 
young children) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 12:15, 3:15, 
6:35, 9:10 


RIGHTEOUS KILL (14A, violence, 


coarse language) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 12:40, 4:00, 
7.00, 9:30 

BURN AFTER READING (14A, coarse 


, Violence) 
Digital Presentation Fri-Tue 12:45, 3:40, 
6:45, 9:20; Wed 12:45, 3:40, 6:45, 
Presentation DTS: 


Digital Digital MG * 
12:45, 3:40, 9:20 
BANGKOK DANGEROUS (184) 


Dolby Stereo Digital Fri-Sun, Wed 1:00. 
9:20, 6:40, 9:00; Mon 1:00, 3:20, 9:10; 
Tue 3:20, 6:40, 9:00; Thu 1:00, 3:20 


PINEAPPLE EXPRESS (154, substance 


abuse) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Fri-Tue 12:10, 3:00, 
6:30, 9:15; Wed-Thu 12:10, 3:00 
TROPIC THUNDER (144A, coarse lan- 
guagé, crude content) 


Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 12:20, 3:10, 
710, 9:40 


THE DARK KNIGHT (PG, violence, 
frightening scenes, not recommended for 
young children) 

DTS Digital Daity 12:00, 3:30, 8:00 


GHOST TOWN (PG, coarse language) 
DTS Digital Daily 12:55, 3:35, 7:15, 9:45 


RENT FILMED LIVE ON BROADWAY 
(Classification not available) 
Digital Presentation Wed-Thu 7:00 


CLAREVIEW 10 
4211-139 Ave, 780-472-7600 


THE DARK KNIGHT (PG, violence, 
frightening scenes, not recommended for 
young children) 

Fri, Mon-This 6:30; Sat-Sun 12:50, 6:20 


TROPIC THUNDER (144, coarse lan- 
guage, crude content) 
Daily 4:00, 9:40 


DEATH RACE (144, gory scenes, coarse 
language, brutal violence) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:45, 7:05, 9:35; Sat-Sun 
1:25, 4:45, 7:05, 9:35 


FLY ME TO THE MOON 3-D (G) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:25, 6:45, 6:50: Sat-Sun 
2:00, 4:25, 6:35, 8:50 


BURN AFTER READING (144, coarse 
language, violence) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:50, 7:15, 9:45; Sat-Sun 
1:50, 4:50, 7:15, 9:45 


THE WOMEN (PG, not recommended for 
young children) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 3:50, 6:40, 9:10; Sat-Sun 
1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9:10; Reel Babies: Mon 
1;00 

RIGHTEOUS KILL (144, violence, 
coarse language) 

Fri, Mon-Tu 4:15, 7:10, 9:30; Sat-Sun 
1:30, 4:15, 7:10, 9:30 

IGOR (PG) 


Fri, Mon-Thu 4:40, 6:45, 9:00; Sat-Sun 
12:30, 2:30, 4:40, 645, 9:00 


LAKEVIEW TERRACE (144. coarse lan- 
guage) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:10, 6:50, 9:20; Sat-Sun 
1:10, 4:10, 6:50, 9:20 


MY BEST FRIEND'S GIRL (18A, crude 
content, coarse language) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:20, 7:20, 9:50; Sat-Sun 
1;40, 4:20, 7:20, 9:50 


GHOST TOWN (PG, coarse language) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:30, 7:00, 9:25; Sat-Sun 
1:20, 4:30, 7:00, 925 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sflerwood Drive, 780-416-0150 


IGOR (PG) 
Fri 3:45, 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:45, 
6:50, 9:10; Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:10 


LAKEVIEW TERRACE (14A, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Fri 3:60, 7:00, 9:50; Sat-Sun 12:30, 3:50, 
7:00, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:50 


MY BEST FRIEND'S GIRL (184, crude 
content, coarse language) 

Fri 4:30, 7:20, 10:15; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:30, 
7:20, 10:15; Mon-Thu 7:20, 10:15 


GHOST TOWN (PG, coarse language) 
Fri 4:00, 7:10, 9:45; Sat-Sun 12:40, 4:00, 
7:10, 9:45; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:45 


BURN AFTER READING (14A, coarse 
language, violence) 

Fn 4:20, 7:15, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:20, 
7:15, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:40 


RIGHTEOUS KILL (144, violence 
coarse language) 

Fri 4:40, 7:30, 10:10; Sat-Sun 12:10, 
4:A0, 7:30, 10:10; Mon-Thu 7:30, 10:10 


THE WOMEN (PG, not recommended for 
children) 

Fri 3:40, 6:40,.9:20; Sat-Sun 12:20, 3:40, 

6:40, 9:20; Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:20 


THE HOUSE BUNNY (PG, not recom: 
mended for young children, coarse lan- 


guage) 
Fri 4:15, 7:05, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:15, 
7:05, 9:30; Mon-Thu 7:05, 9:30 


TROPIC THUNDER (14A, coarse lan- 
guage. crude content) 

Fri 4:10, 7:40, 10:20; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:10, 
7:40, 10:20; Mon-Thu 7:40, 10:20 


THE DARK KNIGHT (PG, frightening 
scenes, not recommended for young chil- 
dren, violence) 

Fri 3:30, 6:45, 10:00; Sat-Sun 12:00, 
8:30, 6:45, 10:00; Mon-Thu 8:00 


8712-109 St, 780-433-0728 
VICKY CRISTINA BARCELONA (14) 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat-Sun 2:00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Albert, 760-456-9622 
Date of issue only: Thu, Sept. 18: 
TROPIC THUNDER (144, coarse lan- 


guage, crude content) 
Thy, Sept. 18: 12:50, 7:00, 9:00 


BANGKOK DANGEROUS (184) 
Thu, Sept. 18: 1:10, 5:05, 7:05, 9:10 


THE WOMEN (PG, not recommended for 
young children) 

Thu, Sept, 18: 12:35, 2:40, 4:45, 6:55, 
9:05 


RIGHTEOUS KILL (14A, violence 
coarse language) 

Thu, Sept. 18: 1:20, 3:20, 5:20, 
9:20 

BURN AFTER READING (14A, coarse 
language, violence) 

Thu, Sept. 18: 1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:15, 
915 

DISASTER MOVIE (14A, crude content} 
Thu, Sept. 18: 5:00 

STAR WARS: THE CLONE WARS (PG) 
Thu, Sept. 18: 2:55 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


660148 Ave, Camrose, 780-608-2144 


BURN AFTER READING (14A. coarse 
language, violence) 

Daily 7:05, 9:05; Sat-Sun 2:05 

MY BEST FRIEND'S GIRL (184, crude 
content, coarse language) 

Daily 7:15, 9:15; Sat-Sun 2:15 

IGOR (PG) 

Daily 7:00 9:00; Sat-Sun 2:00 


LEDUC CINEMAS 


780-352-3922 
BURN AFTER READING (144, coarss 
language, violence) 
Daily 7:00, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:35 
MY BEST FRIEND'S GIRL (16 
content. coarse language) 
Daily 7:10, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:25 
RIGHTEOUS KILL (144, violence, 
coarse language) 


Dally 7:05, 9:25 
LAKEVIEW TERRACE (14A, coarse lan: 
guage) 
Daily 6:55, 9°20; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:39 
WALL-E (G) 
Sat-Sun 12:55. 3:20 

9628-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 

780-425-9212 


DRAWING RESTRAINT 9 (144. 
nudity, gory scenes, not recommended 
for children) 

Fi 7:00; Sat 7:00 

CONFESSIONS OF AN INNOCENT 
MAN (14A) 

Sun 2:00 


WHEN DID YOU LAST SEE YOUR 
FATHER? (14A, mature themes) 

Fit 9:30; Sat 9:30; Sun 7:00, 9:00; Mon 
7:00, 9:00 


PARKLAND CINEMA 7 


IGOR (PG) 

Dally 6:45, 9:00; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:50, 
3:00 

LAKEVIEW TERRACE (14A, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Daily 7:05, 9:20; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:10, 3:25, 
MY BEST FRIEND'S GIRL (184, crude 
content, coarse language) 

Dally 7:15, 9:25; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:00, 
3:05; Movies For Mommies: Tue 1:00 
RIGHTEOUS KILL (144, violence, 
coarse language) 

Daily 7:10, 9:30; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:15, 3:30 
BURN AFTER READING (14A, coarse 
language, violence) 

Daily 7:00, 9:15; Sat, Sun , Tue 1:05, 
3:15 

THE WOMEN (PG, not recommended for 
young children) 

Dally 6:50, 9:15; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:65, 
3:20 

TROPIC THUNDER (14A. coarse lan- 
guage, crude content) 

Daily 6:55, 9:10; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:45, 
S:10 


10357-82 Ave, 780-433-0728. 


MAMMA MIA! SING-A-LONG (PG) 
Dally 6:45, 9:15; Sat-Sun 2:00 


SAVAGE GRACE (184, disturbing con- 
tent) 
Daily 7-00, 9:00; Sat-Sun 2:30 ~ 


| SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM [il 


WEM. 8852-170 St. 760-444-2400) 
IGOR (PG) 
Fri-Sun 12:15, 3:00, 6:40, 9:1 
1:10, 3:45, 6:40, 9:10 
LAKEVIEW TERRACE 
(14A, coarse languages) 


0; Mon 


Fri-Sun 12:20, 3:45, 7:25, 10:10; Mon- 
Thu 1:20, 4:25, 7:25, 10:10 

MY BEST FRIEND'S GIRL (184 cude 
content, coarse langu 
Fri-Sun 12:45 
1:00, 4:10, 7:00, 


Screening Wed 1: 00 

BURN AFTER READING (144. co 
language, violence} 

Fri-Sun 1:00, 4 
Thu 1:20, 4:00, 7 
73 St 


7:00 ” at 
RIGHTEOUS KILL (144 

coarse lang 
Daity 1:30, 4:1 
THE WOMEN [PG 
young children) 
Daily 12:50, 4:10, 
DEATH RACE (144. br. 
coarse language, gory s 
Fri 12:45, 3:50, 7:00, 9: 


THE HOUSE ge (PG,n 
mended for y C 


3:40, 7:0 J, Tue-Thu 1 
5, 9:25 


TROPIC THUNDER [7 


STEP BROTHERS (144 © 

quage, not recommen: 

e content) 

Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 1:00, 7:30; Mon 12:4: 

7:30 

mE DARK KNIGHT (PG, violence fnght- 
cenes, not recommended for 


y 1:10, 4:30, 8:00 


THE DARK KNIGHT: THE IMAX EXPE- 
DECEE (PG, wi 


Bn - 


Thu 3:30, 7:00, 0 
THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: 


sation 


young children) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 
9:15; Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:20, 6:40, 


MY BEST FRIEND'S GIRL (184. 
content, coarse language) 

SR Dolby Digital Fn, fh 
Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:30, 


BURN AFTER READING (14A, coerss 
language, violence) 

DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:35 
Sat-Sun 1:15, 3:40, 7:10, 2:35 
MAMMA MIA! (PG) 

DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:05; 


Sat-Sun 12:40, 3:10, 6:50, 9:05 


| __ WETASKIWIN CINEMAS | 
> 780-362-3922 


BURN AFTER READING (14A. coarse 

language, violence) 

Daily 7:00, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:35 
crude 


MY BEST FRIEND'S GIRL (784. 
Content, coarse language} 
Daily 7:10, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:25 


RIGHTEOUS KILL (154. violence, 
coarse language) 

Daly 705. 9:25 

LAKEVIEW TERRACE (144. coarse ien- 

guage) 

Daily 6:55, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:30 


WALL-E (G) 
Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:20 


‘Death becomes h 


$ | DVDETECTIVE 


= | JOSEF BRAUN & BRIAN GIBSON 
Lo. | dvdetective@vueweekly.com 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

It begins and ends with a mountainous 
landscape buried in snow, and it’s in 
between these winters that the story 
unfolds. Orin (Sumiko Sakamoto) is 69 years 
old and in superb physical and mental con- 
dition. She's nimble, good humoured, works 
hard and has an impressive mouth full of 
teeth that her eldest son Tatsuhei (Ken 
Ogata) admiringly refers to as “rock-like.” 
Yet Orin’s fortitude is a source of embar- 
fassment, something her fellow villagers in 
fact hold against her, because, to be aligned 
with local custom, at her age a body should 
be breaking down. At her age it's time to 
Say farewell to one's family and climb on up 
to Mt Narayama 

My guess is it's a mixture of things 

honour, superstition and this agrarian 
community's considerable poverty and 
general bad luck probably all contribute in 
some way to this ritual that has every 
member of the village being taken up to 
neighbouring Narayama by the age of 70 
to die. This Darwinian spin on the old 
folks’ home seems at once brutish and in 
its way mystically comforting, with the 
image of Narayama being cultivated as 
one of heavenly togetherness. Before 
Orin finally makes her journey to Naraya- 
ma, we're given a series of highly engag- 


ing impressions of just what sort of life 
she’s leaving behind, one of hardship, 
struggles against the cruel dictates of 
nature and base satisfactions, from hunt- 
ing and fishing and eating to violence and 
fornication and the release of bodily 
waste—the very first piece of action in 
the film finds two brothers running out of 
their hovel into the cold morning to piss 
in the mud and snow. Yet however primi- 
tive we deem these characters’ lives to 
be, there's never the slightest implication 
that they're any different from the mod- 
ern audience watching their story unfold 
The camera never looks down on them 
but rather looks them square in the eye 
The Ballad of Narayama (1983), 
though based on Shichir6 Fukazawa's sto- 
ries, is classic Imamura, unsentimental but 
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rife with pathos, casually vulgar, emphati- 
cally equating man with animals, observant 
of ritual and absurdities in every sort of 
scenario. As the master filmmaker, who 
died in 2006, famously said, “! am interest- 
ed in the relationship of the lower part of 
the human body and the lower part of the 
Social structure.” Of course you'd be forgiv- 
en for not even knowing who Shohei Ima- 
mura is, since his prolific body of 
work—multiple-award-winning, spanning 
some 45 years, and of enormous signifi- 
cance to both Japanese and world cine- 
ma—'s so rarely revived and still so 
woefully under-represented on DVD. Fortu- 
nately, Animeigo’s recent release of The 
Ballad of Narayama makes one of his very 
best works, winner of the Palme d'Or, avail- 
able to a larger audience. 


SUBJECT TO CLASSIFICATION 


EMBER 26™ 


DEAD BABY LITTER, bestiality, thievery, 
vandalism, patricide: the “simple folk” in 
Imamura’s world are not condescended to 
or treated as any less corrupted than the 
rest of us. While the primary narrative 
here concerns Orin’s preparations for 
Narayama—preparations that include 
everything from teaching her daughter-in- 
law how to fish to secretly knocking out 
her Own teeth!—the film is essentially 
about examining how a community 
works, a pursuit that underlies a great 
deal of Imamura’s films, from his docu- 
mentaries to The Pornographers (66), his 
celebrated porn industry chronicle, to 
Black Rain ('89), his devastating explo- 
ration of survivors of the atomic bomb, to 
his sprawling, magnificent box office 


bomb The Profound Desire of the Go, 
('68), a film set on a backward is|a,,; 
that's slowly being consumed by tou;;«, 
industry, which in certain ways was . 
rehearsal for The Ballard of Narayama. \ 
every case, how people, however soph 
ticated, are driven by fear, anxiety, desi, 
and mythical thinking was of central cy). 
cern to Imamura, and a tremendoy 
enduring source of humour, insight an 
resonance. 

That Orin’s younger son Risuke (Tonpei 
Hidari, hilarious) stinks and can't get tai 
that hawks scoop up carrion intended {,, 
the villagers, that a ghost lingers shive; 
ing behind a tree even after rifles arc 
fired at it, that crops don’t grow or fam; 
lies don’t get along: these are the eve, 
day bursts of chaos that have to he 
reckoned with in The Ballad of Narayama 
The danger with such storytelling is th: 
things get so dispersed it becomes hard 
to connect with individual characters, by; 
each of the leads here is lovingly detailed 
and textured, and, in particular, the deve! 
opment of Orin and Tetsuhei’s bond as 
their days together dwindle builds to ; 
moving conclusion in the film's mostly 
wordless final passages, an effect inten- 
sified by the weary, troubled but ultimate 
ly helpless subtext of Ogata 
performance. Best known in the west for 
his work in films like Mishima: A Life in 
Four Chapters ('85) or Imamura 
Vengeance is Mine {'79), Ogata really 
does have one of the most expressive 
faces in modern Japanese film. w 
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You wouldn't like me 
when I’m angry 


Ndidi Onukwulu reveals all in her songs 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
f he blues and old spirituals 
and soul music came once 
from a very rooted place—it 
was the music of the workers, it was 
the music of the people coming over 
to new environments, as a form of 
communication and the freedom of 
worship of whatever they needed to 
do in that moment, whatever they 
needed to create as a way to commu- 
nicate messages when you couldn't 
just talk freely.” 

Necessity is something that is vital 
to Ndidi Onukwulu’s music; the 
songwriter is driven by a desire, a 
need, to reveal herself in the music 
she creates. For Onukwulu, there is 
no point in holding back. Music is a 
way of communication, and holding 
back when it comes to delving into 
feelings would be the equivalent of 
trying to sing while gagged. She’s 
concerned with addressing reality 
without flinching, very much like the 
blues singers of old did. Without that 
willingness to open herself up, she 
admits that the music would be more 
recreation than creation. 

“(Blues and soul music] are really, 
really organic,” she says. “Unfortu- 
nately, through the development of 
popular culture, etcetera, it’s just been 
really bastardized. Especially today, 
it's actually painful just to hear the 
blatant recreation and the blatant rip- 
ping off of what already existed, with- 
out any thought of evolution. 

“I really believe that it’s the job of 
myself as an artist,” she continues, “to 
try and take this piece of my being 
and create something different, create 
a new level and really put it out there 
and show the evolution of these 
sounds, because we're not living in 
the 1960s or the 1950s or the 1940s or 
the 1930s. It’s 2008—why would | 
make that kind of music again?” 

Part of what Onukwulu sees as an 
extreme lack of creativity is due to the 
wide dissemination of music in the 
modern age; where there was a time 
when a musician might hear a frag- 
ment of a song on the radio and try to 
figure it out, adding her own bits in to 
fill out the spots that are unremem- 
bered, thus creating something new, 
now the Internet plays a huge role in 
Cataloguing everything that has come 
before. It's no longer necessary to use 
Creativity to play music, given the avail- 
ability of works ripe for recreation. 
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“People are really, really afraid— 
they'd rather just go back and listen to 
someone sing something that they 
didn’t even write, with beats that are 
tunes and musicality that is easily 
identified and that they've heard 
about a million times before,” she 
says, before confessing, “we're really 
scared, we're really apathetic—myself 
included: I've got my weaknesses 
with really bad literature. | read really 
shitty books or sometimes watch real- 
ly bad movies, and each time I do it 
I'm like, ‘Oh, I'm just giving in to con- 
sumer culture,’ but I don’t stop, so | 
can’t fault anyone. 

“We're in a really weird time,” she 
adds. “It’s really extreme, so you 
either go really full force and just try 
and push and push and push and cre- 
ate—you need to be as forward think- 
ing as you can—or you're just going 
to be blatantly copying.” 


DESPITE HER WEAKNESS for bad books 
and movies, Onukwulu is moving 
ahead with her efforts to create music 
that reflects her life rather than that of 
some past songwriter. Having spent 
time living in New York City, Toronto 
and now just outside of Vancouver, 
she admits that her surroundings 
impact her songwriting 

“| do think that living in the bigger 
cities, all of the material that I write is 
based on some form of human rela- 


tionship, be it an argument, be it a dis- 
connect to the natural environment, be 
it love,” she considers. “I’m really, real- 
ly nosy, I have a really big problem 
with that—I eavesdrop all the time and 
I have a staring problem, so I realize | 
might as well work these to my advan- 
tage, because I'm fascinated by human 
beings, I'm fascinated by the fact that 
we're all the same yet we kind of look 
different and we really work hard to 
disconnect ourselves from each other, 
yet we all go through the exact same 
things. I’m fascinated to see how other 
people deal with a situation that I can 
completely identify with—being a 
human being | can pretty much identify 
with all other things that human 
beings deal with to a degree. 

“So | find that in the city my writ- 
ing’s a bit angrier,” she continues. 
“New York was more depressing, but 
Toronto was angry because | didn’t like 
that city and the people really made 
me mad ... Because | was in kind of an 
angry state I would draw that sort of 
energy, so I'd end up seeing a lot of 
fights or | worked in restaurants and 
would have to deal with being treated 
like an indentured servant and that 
would make me mad. 

“In the last year before this record I 
was in between places and | was 
touring a lot, so because I wasn't 
grounded in any particular place the 
moods and the tones are different. I 
definitely am influenced by my envi- 
ronment—when it’s quieter I'm able 
to get into the delicacy, the intimacy 
of stories, and when I'm in a very loud 
environment it can be a bit scattered 
and usually more aggressive.” W 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


AQGS CAFE Ryan McMahon 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB (Open stage: 
Sp. 


BLUES ON WHYTE Carson Cole 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 


stage hasted by Alberta Crude: 6- 
10pm 

DRUID Guitar heroes 
DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 


‘stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band: Spm 


DVB Open mic Thursdays 


EDDIE SHORTS Open stage 
Thursday hosted by Kicks and Thrill 


FOUR ROOMS Louise Dawson, Spm 


HOTEL MACDONALD Great Guitar 
Hits: Terry McDade on the 
Patio/Lounge; 5-Somn 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Open Jam: 
6.30prre free 

IVORY CLUB Live Dueling Pianos, no 
cover, 8pm 

JAMMERS PUB Thursday open jar; 
7-\1pm: 

J AND A BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues), 830pm-12:30em 


LB‘S PUB Open jam with Ken 
Skoreyko; Spm 


LIVE WIRE BAR AND GRELL Open 
Stage Thursdays with Gary Thomas 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddters 


OBYRNE'S Close Attention 


PAWN SHOP NAMLS WLCM: You 
Say Party! We Say Die!, Winter 
Gloves, Beast, Lioness, Jaycie Jayce 
and Nik 7: Spm 

ROCK PUB AND GRILL Jazz Night 
with Jonny Mac: Spm-lam; no cove: 
URBAN LOUNGE Colour In Conflict, 
Melody Unwinding (Vancouver), and 
Truman 


WILD WEST SALOON Tera Lee 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursdzy 
Nights: Electro Edueation; dub, mp 
hop, lounge, electro with DU Lazer 
Beam 

BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs spin on three levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow. midnight. OJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 

FILTHY McNASTY’'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 


Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladios Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUA SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with Allour 
Dus DJ Degree, Junior Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens. 9pm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays 
funky hodse/techno with DJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with OJ 
Krazy K, hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Decha, tech trance/electro with DJ 
Savage Garret; no minors; no cover 


NEW CITY | Love ’B0s Party: with 
Blue Jay, Nazz Nomad; no minors: 
8:30pm (door) 


NEW CITY Electroshock Therapy 
Dervish, Dildozer, Nazz Nomad: in the 
Suburbs: no minors; Bp (door): Spm 
{bingo hosted by Squirrelly 8 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm: 
Salsa DU to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Revo to New: classic 
rock, R&B. urban and dance with DS 
Mikee: Spm-2am, no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit 't 
Thursdays: breaks, electro house spun 
with Pl residents 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Meta! Tharzday 
with org666 


‘SUEDE LOUNGE Smooth Soulful 
House with DJ Nic-E every Thursday 


VELVET UNDERGROUND ()) 
Degree and OJ Generic + 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ALICE HOTEL-CAMROSE Allan Lee 
and the Blues Busters, 9om-tam 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Jason 


Greeley 


BELL AND COURT PUB Mr Lucky 
{blues/rootst 8-12, no cover 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Denyluk and 
Cand $12 


BLUES OM WHYTE Carson Cole 


CARROT Live music Fridays: Patsy 
Amico and Brian Gregg Trio with 
Moses Gregg {bass}; all ages, 7:30- 
9:30pm, $5 (door) 

CASINO EDMONTON Rodin Kelly 
(Elvis tribute) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Kory Wios 
{country/rock) 


FESTIVAL PLACE / $50 - $60 


Nothing | can do: there's a tota 


‘ = 
PREVUE / FRI, SEP 21 (7:30 PM) / BONNIE TYLER / 


DU Shawnibis 


PAWH SHOP ElectroHimp, 
Designer Drugs. Spiltmilk, quests. 
pen. 


ROCK PUB £! Kabong: 9pm: no cover 


ROUGE LOUNGE Live jar/hip hop 
night: 7-11 pm 

‘STARLITE ROOM Living {llusion, 
Pure City, Aties Shrug; Spm 
TEMPLE TG | Prydays: Techno Hippy 
Crew, Spm 


URBAN LOUNGE Sloan, Will Currie 
and the Country French: $20 


VELVET UNDERGROUND The 
Ripperz, Lakerband, quests; Spm 


WILD WEST SALOON Tera Loo 


YARDBIRD SUITE The Hadley 
Caliman Quintet featuring Thomas 
Mariott, 8pm (door), Spm ishow), $16 
{member)/$20 (quest) at TicketMaster 


ZENARYS Terry Jorden (piano); 5- 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE The Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra Classic 
Landmarks Masters; William Eddins 
{(Masic Director): 7:30pm: $20- 
B9/$20 {student/senior rush tickets 
two hours prior to curtain time) 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 


€clipse in my pants 


COAST TO COAST PUB AND 
GRILL Open stage Friday Night: host. 
ed by Leona Burkey; Spm 

OVS TAVERN Live music every Fri 
Spm, $5 

EDMONTON QUEEN RIVERBOAT 
Celtara (East Coast Celtic music): $60 
(dinner cruise); $25 (cruise only) 
FESTIVAL PLACE Brett Kissel 
70pm 

FOUR ROOMS | ovise Dawson; Spm: 
$s 

FRESH START Livo music Fridays: 6- 
Spm: $5 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Cowpuncher 
(country), Sherry Lee Wisor and her 
Handsome Fallas, and Deon Bylan: 
9:30pm 


HOTEL MACDONALD Great Guitar 
Hits: Terry McDade on the 
Patia/Loungg: 5-Spm , 
HULBERT'S anyss Nix with Sherry: 
Lee Heschel; 8pm; $10 (door) 


IRISH CLUB Jam session: Bpm; no 


cover 


JEFFREY'S CAFE Colcivs Quartet 
(contemporary jazz): $10 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB Every 
Friday, Headwind {classic pop/rock}, 
Spm; no cover 


SET NIGHTCLUB Crush (rock) 


MURRIETA’ Torry Jorden {piano}: 8- 
10pm 


NEW CITY SUBURBS SICK 
Industrial Party Vol. VI 


NORWOOD LEGION Uptown Folk 
Club open stage; 7:30pm, 7pm (door 
$4 (doori/free for mambers 


BYRNES Chris Wynters 


O'MAILLE'S IRISH PUB Slowburn: 
Spm-Tam: 


OM THE ROCKS Rocket Sauce with 


BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Friday 
DJs spin Wooftop and Main Floor: 
Eclectic jams with Nevine-indie, soul 
motown, new wave, electro: 
Underdog: Perverted Fridays: Punk 
and Ska from the '60s ‘70s and “BOs 
with Fathead 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Exty Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no caver before 10pm 


CHROME LOUNGE Platinum VIP 
Fridays 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALD Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and "60s soul with DJ 
Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm; $5 {after 10pm) 


HILLTOP PUB Open Stage/Mic host- 
ed by Sally's Krackers: 3pm 


GINGUR Ladies Room: with Bomb 
‘Squad, DJ OB the Teacher 


(JET NIGHTCLUB DJ Spin-Cyde 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday: 
Breskbes!, house, progressive and 
plectro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuze 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freok Out 
rockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with DJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSR’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: classic 
rock, R&B, urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee; Spm-2am,; no cover 

PLAY NIGHTCLUB Grand Opening 
weekend. The first bar for the queer 
community to open in a decade with 
DJ's Alexx Brown and Eddie 
Toonflash; Spm (door); $5 
www.playnightclub.ca 


RED STAR Movin’ on Up Fridays 
indie, rock, funk, soul, hip hop with 
DJ Gatto, 0.) Mega Watton 


ROUGE LOUNGE Solice Fridays 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison; 14:30pm 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AMD AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
Request with a mix of Retro and 
Dison; 7-10:30pm; www. sports- 
worid.ca 

STOLLI'S Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 

TEMPLE 1 G.| Psydays: Every 2nd Fri 
PsyTrance, Beats and the dance-y 
stuff with the Techno Hippy Crew, 
guests 


WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ Toma; no 
cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ALICE HOTEL-CAMROSE Allan Lee 
and the Blues Busters; Spm-lam. 


ATLANTIC TRAP AMD GILL Jason 
Greeley 


BEER HUNTER PUB Dangerous 
Guise 


BELL AND COURT PUB Mr Lucky 
{blues/roots), 8-12; no cover 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: live acoustic music every 
Saturday afternoon; The Magnificent 
Sevens; 4-6pm; no cover 


PREVUE / THU, SEP 25 (7:30 PM) / ANDREA HOUSE / 

HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Opening for Ms House will be Phyllis Apartment and Warren 
Placeofbusinesslikeanofficetowerorsomething 


DELUXE BURGER BAR fare ‘60s 
and '70s progressive rock. disco, and 
electronic Indie with Joel Réboh . 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock. hip hop, 


house, mash up; no minors 


ESMERALDA’S Exies Freakin Frenzy 
Fridays: Playing the best in country 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock. retro with DJ 
Damian 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE A! Brant (Tacoy 
Ryde) with Barry Nighswander and 
Oiff Minchau; $15 


BLUES ON WHYTE Saturday 
Afternoon Jam hosted by Pete 
Turland; evening; Carson Cole 


CARROT Open mic Saturdays; 7:30- 
10pm: free 


CASINO EDMONTON Robin Kelly 
{Elvis tribute) 


MUSIC 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


CASINO 
(country/rock) 


(COAST TO COAST PUB AND 
GRILL Whiskey Highway, 9:30~n. $s 


DVB TAVERN Live music ovary Sat 
Spm; $5 


EARLY STAGE 
Saturday Live Music 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
Method Man and Redman (hip hop} 
‘Spm (door); no minors: tickers at 
Ticketmaster 


FESTIVAL PLACE Shane Yollowbir 
(country); 7:30pm; $38 (cabaret\/$35; 
{boxs|/$32 (theatre) at the Fastiva 
Place box office - 

FILTHY MeMASTY'S Open stage 
Saturdays hosted by The Love Show: 
‘and guests; 1pm [door), 2-6pm (show) 


FOUR ROOMS Lovie Daan: pm 


Kary Wio: 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Recollection 
Blues Band (CD release colebration| 
Stone Angel Tombstone, 8pm: $10 
cover 


HULBERT'S Matthew Moi: A 
Preacher's Son; 8pm; $10 (door) 


JAMMERS PUB Satuiday open jar 
3-7:30pm; country/rock band 9pm 
2am 


JEFFREYS CAFE Harpo Jazz Trio 

featuring Terry McDade (harp), and 

al Kent Sangster (sax): 9pm-12 
15 


JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
(classic pop/rock); Spm; no cover 


JET NIGHTCLUB Portal (CD release 
party}, Fenix Foundation. Long Way 
Down 


MURRIETA'S Terry Jorden (piano) 
10pm 


O'MAILLE’S IRISH PUB Slowburn 
Spm-lam. 


ON THE ROCKS Rocket Sauce with 
DJ Crazy Dave 


PAWN SHOP Red Stripe presents 
Sub City Dwellers, 40 Thieves and the 
Edn Credits; free before 10pm 


RITCHIE COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Unole Outrage, BeijaFlior, Profunda 
ROsa, Sex Party, Anoetic, Deluge 
Abrasive Call; $10 


ROCK PUB AND GRILL Molsen 
Canadian Freeway Jam; 4pm-230am, 
no cover 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 
Northem Lights Folk Club: Dougie 
Maclean; 7pm (door), 8pm (show) 
tickets available at TIX on the Square 
Acoustic Music, Myhire's 


STARLITE ROOM Cancer Bats, Black 
Lungs, Johnny Truant, early show, al! 
ages Spm (door); Late show, no 
minors Spm (door); $17 at 
Unionevents.com, TicketMaster, 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd, FS 


STRATHERN PUB Opan stage 2nd 
Sat of each month; 5-9pm; followed 
by karaoke 


URBAN LOUNGE Ozzy Osmonds 
Spm 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Novillero, The Details, Toy Singers 
Spm: $10 {door} 


WILD WEST SALOON Tera Lee 


YARDBIRD SUITE The Hadley 

Caliman Quintet featuring Thomas 4 
Marriott; Bpm (door), 9nm (show: $16 
(member)/$20 (quest) st TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL The Gryphon 
Trio (chamber ensemble): $30 
{adult}/$26 {seniorl/$10 (studert} at 
TIX on the Square, Gramophone, door, 
info at the ECMS website: 
wwedmontonchambermnusic.org 


WINSPEAR CENTRE The Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra Classic 
Landmarks Masters; William Eddins 
(Music Director: Bpen, $20-$59/$20 
(student/senior rush tickets two hours 
prior to curtain time). Afterthoughts 
featuring conductor Bill Eidins and 
Martin Riselay. Saturday evenings 
7:15pm Symphony Prelude features 


|, John Harris and D.T. Baker 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with OJ 
Soundwave 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Ssturisy 
Dus on three levels. Main Floor 
Menace Sessigns: alt 
rock/electo/trash with Miss 
Mannered * 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men only. 


os BLUES 


nese had told me three years ago 
the Bloc Party and TV on the Radio were 
olaying in the same week, I'd mention how 
soo! it must be for them to live in a real 
metropolitan city, living somewhere with 
an installed base of enough people inter- 
ested in good, live music to support two of 
the hottest acts in the world in the same 
week—somewhere decidedly unlike 

rdmonton. So you can imagine my excite- 
ment when | realized that Bloc Party and 
TV on the Radio were playing sold out 
slows in my town, back to back, Tuesday 
and Wednesday. Could this be a result of a 
scene built on more successful shows, or 
is it connected to some other trend? 

First up on Tuesday was Bloc Party, the 
meteoric London band with the quiet- loud 
dynamics and sexually ambiguous singer. 
With local heroes Shout Out Out Out Out 
pointing and jumping for a surprised yet 
open-minded Edmonton Event Centre 


crowd in the support slot, Bloc Party fol- 
lowed with a cavalcade of hits | didn’t 
know were hits. The audience, fostered by 
Sonic radio play, responded well to older 
tracks and put this band’s pull into per- 
spective for me. Even if | didn’t know a ton 
of people in the 1500 deep crowd, | was 
pleased that there is suddenly a market in 
town for music that treads the line. When 
singer Kele Okereke jumped off the stage, 
started rocking out on top of the bar and 
kicked over the tip jar during a rousing run- 
through of the sample-y “Mercury,” the 
audience was enraptured and something 
weird was rendered acceptable in the haze 
of radio wave familiarity. 


WEDNESDAY'S Tv on the Radio show had 
me vibing on the music and less on the 
crowd, which featured the highest inci- 
dence of unapologetic bumping in recent 
years. One of the negative by-products of 
Mainstream success has to be getting into 
the view of lowest common denominator 
types screaming for your most popular 
tune and bullying the smaller animals in 
the rock show kingdom. But the show 
itself (apparently one of a completely sold 


Edmonton shown and proved? 


out North American tour) was transcen- 
dent, transforming the band's atmospheric 
rock and textured funk into a punkier, live 
incarnation. The polyrhythmic percussion 
added to “A Method" was indicative of the 
band’s dedication to improving songs in 
the live format. It was a memorable show, 
made all the better by the band’s affable 
persona and passion for performing. 

| can’t help but analyse the similar tim- 
ing at hand on this Tuesday-Wednesday 
knockout combination. The fact that these 
are both “indie” rock bands with black 
singers on third albums has nothing to do 
with their appearance in our town. What 
has effected this is a shift in our local 
market. Three years ago, it would've been 
seen as a move of blind ambition to play 
in Edmonton. There was no direct prece- 
dent for success for mid-level/developing 
bands coming to town from other coun- 
tries. But with the success of shows by 
the Roots and MIA, we've shown the 
world that we're willing to drop money 
for entertainment, and that’s the bottom 
line when it comes to promoting shows. 
It's exciting to see that Edmonton is no 
longer being considered a fly-over city. w 


tree pool and toumey, Dub Jay, $5. 
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FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) RENDEZVOUS Survival metal night 


op tracks, rock, retro with DJ 


‘SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Sportswor'd Inline and Roller 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARTERY Edmonton Acoustic Blues 


Summit: in honor of Beuce Stovel with 
Tim Williams, Ken Hamm and 
Michael Rault: 6:30 (door), 7pm. 
(shows; $13 (advi/$15 (door) at TIX on 


Danyluk and Card 
LOOP LOUNGE Jam hosted by Lenny 


MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE Naidi 
Onukwulu, CR Avery; Bpm: $23.50 at 
TicketMaster 


OM THE ROCKS Untapped with Neil 
MacDonald and King Muskafa; 
Sidetracked Sundays with DJ Mike 
OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor, 8-11pm 

RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH Jazz and 
Reflections: an afternoon of jaze and 
spiritual reflection. The Jerrald Dubyk 


(organk: 7pm; free 


DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 


Industry Night: with Atomic Improy, 
Jameoki and DJ Tim 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Afternoons: Phil, 2-7pm: Main Floor: 
Got To Give It Up: Funk, Sou!, 
Motown, Disco with DJ Hed Dawn 
BUDDY'S MIGHTCLUB Latest and 
‘Greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop; Rudy Electro; 1pm-230arn: 
Quest DJs inquire at 


"> SLOAN 


W/ WILL CURRIE & 


THE COUNTRY 


Oamign C0 Sp 0 the Square, Myhres. Megatune ‘Quartet; 3:30-5pm kelly@michetti.com 
coamueytc sin | Seeitronertpron | succumcatsons.m | pospurcramaney | Smiles nin nr 
HALO for Those Who Knows house 7-10:30pm:; wwn-sports- world ca. y Trio; donations fide over Ogan Stage Sunday 
every Sat with OJ Junior Brown, Luke STOLLFS ON WHYTE Top 40, 238, BLUES ON WHYTE Connors Road industry Night: Requests with DJ Bo 
Morason, Nestor Delano, Ari Rhodes | house with Peoples) = ; STARLITE ROOM Big Tings Presents: |  WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ Gallatea 
NIGHTCLUB D4 Spin Dyce EDDIE SHORTS Live music open The Bug (UK), Warrior Gueen, guests; | and XS, quests; no cover 
= Di ‘SUEDE LOUNGE The Finest stage jam: 7pm; no cover 3pm a guests; 
Le gMMNE SiS | Veen tnee ONE | manure COT NASHVILLE PUSSY. 
04 Groovy Cuvy and guests every _ |. Than Jako, Reel Big Fish; 7pm: $27.50 CLASSICAL 
NOW CITY URWAD LOUNGE TEMPLE Oh Snap!:Every Seturday |] 2t TicketMaster ——_——_—___—_. W/GRADY 8 THE GET pew: ‘ 
Soturdays real altemative, classics, with Degree and Allout Dus with FESTIVAL PLACE Bonnie Tyler; CORvOCATION | HALL Homecoming 
une with Qu Nazz Nomad: no cover weekly guests; Spm : 7:30pm: $60 (cabaret)/$55 le tert ala 
NEW CITY SUBURBS Saturday WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and local | (boxes)/$S0 (theatre) ¥ 
Sucks. electro, industrial, alt and indy | bands HULBERTS Songwriters Stage; ARST PRESS YTENAN erunce 
rock with DUs Greg Gory and Blue Y AFTERHOURS Release S 7pm; no cover, Feature artists: Faculty Recital: Mamie Giesbrecht 
; oo * ALICE HOTEL-CAMROSE 5708-50 St, Camrose, 780-672-2124 « ARTERY 9535 Jas sper A Ave, 780- 
c 758-9856 * ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704 Calgary Trail South, 780-432-4611 * AX! 10349 
=< Jasper Ave, 780-990-0031 * BACKDRAUG! PUB 6207-99 St, 780-430.9200 * BACKROOM VODKA 
= 10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, Mose Aste ° * BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave, 780-420- 
per 9098 * BAR WILD TOBE? 82 Ave, 780-432-0814 « BEER HUNTER PUB 7522-178 St, 780-489-7877 
x= BELL AND COURT PUB 20010A Main Bivd, Broadmore, Sherwood Park * BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
a Sareea Jon, oe Stony Plain Rd, 780-484-7751 * BLACK FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 
igh 780-439-1082 PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 780-418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR 
Ss 9624-76 Ave, 780-900-2061 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 780-439-3981 * BOOTS 10242-106 
a St, 780-423-5014 * Buppy's 11725B Jasper Ave, 780-488-6636 * LEVA 11053-86 Ave » CASI- 
= NO EDMONTON 705: Rd. 7) 730-464-9467 © CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St. 780-424- 
= 9467 « URISTOPHER’S | PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 780-462-6565 » CHROME 
LOUNGE 132 Ave, Victoria Trail © CUFF'S PUB 8214-175 St * CLUB 9 10324-82 Ave « GOASTTO 
PUB AND GRILL 5552 Calgary Tr. S, 780-439-8675 * CONVOCATION HALL Arts Buildin 


730 492 9611» CROWN AND PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St 780-472-76 

ERNE 808 Jasper AN Ave, 780-454.9928 * DUSTER'S | PUB 6402- M 18 Ave, 780-47 S084 a a 
SHORTS 10713-124 7e0.4593 ‘* EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRI fs 80-48 

SHOW * EMPIRE i BALLROOM WEN Phase ‘ wot coh WEA, 36 ‘© FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festivel Way, Sherwood Park, 780-449-3378, 

730-464-2852 * FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 5 PPLE 051182 Aue, 780-916-1557 * FRU UID LOUNE $E 10105-109 St, 780-429-0700 * 


FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centro, 102 Ave, 780-426-4767 * FOX 10126-109 St, 780-990-0680 » FR Riverbend Sq, 780-433-9623 * 
FUNKY BUDDHA ; 676 « GAS 10166-114 St, 780-488-4841 » GINGUR SRY 18505-118 Ave, 780-913-4312/780-953-3606 
* HALD 1 ; 4 SOCAL 6A (basement), Stony Plain Rd, 780-756-6010 ¢ HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 

. . 


a HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 15 
780-490-7359. PUB 1o7Or 248 St, 780 780-452-1168 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, 780-436-1161 * THE IVORY E IVORY CLUB 2930 C Calgary Trail 
South PUB 11948-127 Ave, 780-451,87 AND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St. 780-436-4403 » S 
Fans Ree ° AND HYDE PUB and Riverview Inn, 10209-100 Ave, 780-426-5381 (puna.aze08 (rest) * JULIAN’S: 
PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 King ‘Ave, 780-732-4583 ¢ KAS BAR 104 10444-82 Ave, 780-433-6 LB'S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert + 
LEGENDS P PUB 6104-172 jest. -2786 CAPPUCCINO BAR 11053-86 Ave, 780-433-5382 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave Ave, 2nd Fi. 
780-447-4495 * LIVE WIRE BAR AND GRILL 1107 Knotwood Rd. East * LOOP LOUNGE 367 St Albert Aid, St Albert, 780-460-1122 « MEAD HALL 
{0340-88 gre METRO MURRIETA’S 10612-82 Ave, 780-438-4100 * NEW CITY 10081 Jasper Ave, 780- 
thse * NAKED CYBER ON JASPER 1 epee Gatew Bi 730-439-5006 « NORM LEGION 
* O'BYRNI ae 780-414-6766 © IRISH i}, 780-458-5. 1OCKS 
| - Joaee aes « Sv ! Ta0-449 9468 » OVERTINE DOWNTOWN 1 10304-111 St,.780-423-1643 
irs, 780-432-08 


* PLANET 
Y NIGHTCLUB 10220.103 St * PLEAS- 


“10544- 82 AVE PH 437- 7699 


Hest ef erect ia ata | hanfoung 
7 2442 © it Wt Tr, St rt, c ! 
CHURCH 9624-74 ve, 780-439-; t 


INITY 
. ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416-82 Ave, 780-437-023 1/7 10-1625 oe 
SPORTSWORLD 1 ROOM 1! 


70 ¢ RED STAR 
SOUNGE I iO 7 St Bae weaceae 
180-45 1- A SyDELINERS 11018-127 St, 453-6006 * 1710-104 St * STARLITE 

u ia eSOELINERS PB NOUS 127° 780-988-8105 * STOLLI'S 2nd FI, 10368-82 Ave, 780-437-2293 » 
PUB 9514-87 St. 465-5478 « TAPHOUSE Ree Ave, St. Seba arse 


9020 McKens 

* VEL 

LOUNGE 10544-82 Ave, 780-4 er o102 Ave. 
56, www. yalterhours.com * YESTERDAYS 


Jager Shots 
ALL NIGHT! 


CLASS Chateau xi ~ URBAN 

UNDERGROUND 10080. 102 st (downstairs) 730-426-1035 » WILD WEST SALOON BEE e aE so saes  WINSPEAR CE 
99 BI20.101 St 2286 © 0028-102 St, 780-894-32 

Dest Alport, 780-450-0299 * ZENARIS 10180-101 St 
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PLAYBOYS 


$34. 


OocT 


$39**/$49* 


‘MERLABLE AT TCEETMASTER 
42-3 en COT Ca 
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LEGENDARY HEARTS 
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TICKETS AVAILABLE AT CENTURY CASINO 
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As CD sales—and prices—continue to 
fall, the industry needs to rethink the way 
that music is packaged and released to the 
masses. Yes, downloads are quick and 
easy, but for the record-collector geeks out 
there, getting a song for 99 cents, with no 
artwork, liner notes or any added featues, 
is an unsatisfying experience. 

Until now, the best the industry has 
managed to come up with is CDs with 
extras, such as included bonus discs, 
DVDs and exclusive artwork. But, with 
the release of Who Killed Amanda 
Palmer?, from the so-named singer of the 
Dresden Dolls, that might change. 

First, | have to state that the album 
itself is excellent; like the Dresden Dolls, it 
takes German cabaret music and injects it 


ho Killed the 


= | ENTER SANDOR 
STEVEN SANDOR 
steven@vueweekly. 


ae ek 


with a healthy dose of punk, and the'resutt 


is a set of piano tunes that you can slam — 
dance to, and which feature cruel lyrics. 


My favourite? “Oasis,” Palmer's tale about 
a rape victim who is forced into an abor 
tion, put over a sound bed that is pure bub- 
blegum pop. It follows the great tradition 
of pop music, to place miserable words 
over a Sweet musical backdrop, but it is far 
more sinister than a break-up song. 

But, now, back to the marketing of the 
album, which is out this week. Not only is 
Roadrunner Records putting out a record, 
whieh features notes from noted fantasy 
and sci-fi writer Neil Gaiman, but there is 
some accompanying material, as well; a 
book with staged, arty photos of Palmer 
being, well, murdered. Text will be provid- 
ed by Gaiman. 


THE BOOK SHOULD increase the collec- 
tability of the CD. Why have just the book 
and then only a crappy download of the 
record? Yes, it looks as if art comes first, 


——_——~ 


AAN SE ALES = 
FON EE re 
‘but Palmer is also ensuring that her hay: 
core fans won't settle for downloads » 
- ed files; = 
The book won't be released at t)- 
-- same time as he record, though, singe 
Roadrunner doesn't have anything to do 
with the printed product, If there’s an, 
issue | have with the book/CD dour, 
release, it's that the publisher and reco, 
label should have coordinated a join; 
release date. If the album needed to wai: 
until the book was done, so be it. 

It’s a grand project, and it'll be fasg)- 
nating to see how long the record any 
book will last on shelves. Ben Folds ha 
done an excellent job producing Palme; 
music. If Gaiman can do even close to 
that with the text, Who Killed Amanda 
Palmer? will indeed be an exciting expey- 
ment to watch happen. w 


Steven Sandor isa. former editor-in-chie 


of Vue Weekly, now an editor and autho 
living in Toronto. 


sar 
SHAW CON EF 

> 
See more photos and tead Phil 
Ouperron’s review at vueweekly.com 
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MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sleeman 
Mondays: live music monthly; no 
cover; The Mohawk Lodge 
(Vancouver), Poorfolk (Monitreal) 


BLUES ON WHYTE John 
Studebaker 


IVORY CLUB Open mic Mondays: 
music and comedy, 8pm 


PLEASANTVIEW 

HALL Acoustic instrumental old time 
fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society, 7pm 


ROCK PUB AND GRILL Monday 
Rock Band Night: 6pm; no cover 


ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE Tho 
Legendary Rose Bow! Mondsy Jam 
hosted by Sherry-Lee Wisor/Mike 
McDonald (alternating); Spm-123m 


DIS 


BAR WALD Bar Gono Wild Mondays: 
Service Industry Night no minors; 


Spm-2am 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor, Eclectic Nonsense, 
Confederacy of Ounces. Dad Rock, TJ 
Hookah and Rear Admiral Saunders 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy 
Electro latest and greetest in House, 
Progressive and Trip-Hop; 12am 
2am; interested quest DJs inquire 


at kelly@michetticom; karaoke with 
Tixzy, amateur strip contest; Spm. 
12am 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG. 


FLUND LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 
NEW CITY UIKWID LOUNGE 
Munch on Meta! Mondays: "80s 


matal with DJ Sammi Kerr; no 
minors; no cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE John 
Studebaker 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters 


Q'BYANE'S. Celtic Jam with 
Shannon Johnson and friends 


ROCK PUB AND GRILL Arimar's 
Open Stage every Tues night with 
Mark Ammar and Noel (Bug Cat? 
Mackervig: featuring guests this 
week Darrell Kitlitz and Dave Nobex: 
8:30pm-Tam, no cover 


SECOND CUP Open mic every Tue, 
7-99 


SIDELIMERS PUB Tuesday All Star 
Jam with Alicia Tait and Rickey 
‘Sidecar; 8pm 

TAPHOUSE Molson Open Stage 
Jam: with Simon Bennett: Bpm-mid 
ight 


URBAN LOUNGE The Golden Dogs 
Murder, Mutiny, and the Za Za Za’s, 
and Blind Tiger, Tiger 


DJS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor. CUSR's Eddie Lunchpail; 
Wooftop: Oub at The Dog with DJ 
Dearee 

BUDDY'S Free pool and toumey, DJ 
Arrowchaser, 9pm 


ESMERALDA'S Retro avery Tue; no 
cover with student 1D 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Latin and Salsa music, dance lessons 
8-10pm 
GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays 
RED STAR Tuesdays. Experimental 
Indie lock, Hip Hop. Electro with DJ 
Hot Phitly 
SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tussday: popular 
hours boats with DU Kevin Wong 
INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
Retro Night 7-19:30pm; waw.sports- 
world.cr 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: Glitter Guich Wednesdays: live 
Music ones & montt 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Samantha 
Schultz, Loose Change Trio 


BLUES ON WHYTE John 
Studebaker 


CENTURY CASINO Prism: 7pm; 
$24.95 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Open Mic 


every Wed: 7pm 


HOOLIGANZ PUB Open siage 
Wexinesdays hosted by Rock ‘n’ Roll 
ony 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 
O'BYRME'S Paramedic 


PAWN SHOP NAMLS WLOM pres 
‘ents We Are Wolves, Famines, 
guests: Bpm 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Bluegress jam pre- 
sented by tha Norther Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


ROCK PUB AND GRILL Acoustic 
unplugged jam; Spm-1 am no cover 


‘STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Open mic 
lacoustic) every Wed 


URBAN LOUNGE The Hot Business, 
The Set (Victoria), quests; 9pm 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Wid 
Style Wednesday: Live hiphop, avery 
Wed; $5 


WALD WEST ALOON ry Wis 


with Nic-E and Smooy 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Wednesday 
Nights: with DU Harley 
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with LL Cool Joe 
BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Sex 
Sean 


FLUBD LOUNGE Wednesdays oct 
This 


FOX Wind:up Wodnesdays: 
hiphop, reggae, old skool, regg2=%« 
with InVinceable, Touch IL. week 
quest DJs 
LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/AAB wit 
DJSpincycle 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
AJ/DJ Wednesday: ao minors: no 
cover . 

2 
Hog Punk and ‘20: 
metal avery 


RED STAR Guest DJs every 
Wednesday 


STARLITE ROOM Wild Styie 
Wednesdays: Hip-exs Spm 
STOLEES Beaiarty Wednesdny> 
House. progressive snd electronic 
with Rudy Electro. DJ Rystar. Sp2c° 
‘Age and weekly guests; Spm-2a1n 
wan. beatparty.net 
WUNDERBAR Wesinesiays wi 
new DJ; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Y Not Wer 


e-Lay 


NiLG@eH. ft © ees 


ND OUTING © FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 197& 


ue € rest Nightspot in Downtown Edmonton 


IInleashed Seduction 


EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT 


/ 
_ ¥ *, 
PURE: STEP 
- SEPTEMBER: 20TH 
_ WITH INTERNATIONAL DJ/PRODUCER - 


STEPHAN GRONDIN 
* 


* HOSTING 


www.playnightclub.ca » 497 PLAY » 10220-103st Edmonton 


Interested? jobs@playnightclub.ca e info? Bookings? info@playnightclub.ca 
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UNIONEVENTS: COM s: 


CANCER BATS 


ON TOUR SEPTEMBER 2008 WITH 


October 1 Edmonton Event Centie 


JOHOnY TRUADT lickets also at 
Megatunes and Blackbyid 


SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 20 -STARLITE ve Doors 7 pm. All Ages 


~ DOORS 5 PM - ALL SHOW - DOORS 9 PM - 18+ 1D RED. 
THXETS ast AT MEGATUNES. OAKEY “te exclaims ’ =f 


exclaimmeg. . : | “JUST ANNOUNCED - TICKETS ON SALE NOW 


WITH GUESTS CURRENT SWELL 


OBER 7 2 
OOM 


DOORS 8 PMI 18+ NO MINORS ID REQUIRED 
fs: ox (Sie MEGATUNES & BLACKBYRD MYooziK 
re \ Sex With GESTS . ee - 


WWVW.DANIELWESLEY.COM 


eae 79 SEPTEMBER 29 
STARLITE ROOM) YENELUNDERGROUND Fe 
na GK > wt | | | TICKETS —S a E am. | B 9% | we) 


ALSO AVAILABLE ON 7 eR 780-451-8000 
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a= — 
pen MUNAD / eden@vueweokly.com 
A J& have way more songs 
jf than we'll ever record,” 
WY laughs Burke Barlow, 
vocalist/guitarist in Saskatoon’s the 
Dark Woods over a scratchy 
= fine that is on the verge of col- 
“There are certain songs that 
we'll play live and then there are cer- 
tain that we rehearse and they 
don't t work so they just kind of 
left behind. There are songs that 
we've played live at shows and then 
just stopped playing because we start 
new songs that are better.” 

The band’s name came along with 
Barlow, inspired by Joel Plaskett’s 
*work Out Fine,” when the group 
formed just over three years ago. In 
that time, there has been a self-titled 
debut in 2005 and Hang Me, Oh Hang 
Me in 2007. As Barlow's phone gives 
up the ghost, drummer Lucas Goetz 
picks up the interview, recounting the 
progression in the band’s recordings. 

"The first album was completely 
live off the floor and we did it all in a 
day, because we didn’t really have 
much money to spend on it,” Goetz 
explains. “And the second album we 
recorded over the course of six 
months and had a chance to add 
some other instruments and stuff, like 
keys and steel guitar.” 


FOR THE HIRST RECORD, the band con- 


vened in a friend's studio in Saskatoon, 


WEd, SEP. 24 (10 PH) 


THE DEEP DARK WOODS 
BLACK 06, FEE 


PREVUE 


recording onto tape, while on Hang 
Me, Oh Hang Me the group worked 
with producer Steve Dawson out on 
the west coast. That's where the band 
will be heading for two weeks right 
after playing in Edmonton, recording a 
third record with Dawson again at the 
helm. As the Deep Dark Woods pre- 
pares to head into the studio, Goetz 
says that the band has already got an 


lkin’ in the Deep Dark Woods 


idea of what the album will be 

“We have lots of songs that are 
older songs that we've been playing 
live and some songs that we've 
never played live—a couple of songs 
that Ryan [Boldt, the band’s other 
vocalist/guitarist] wrote even before 
the band was formed and we're 
gonna put on the album—and then 
some brand new songs that we've 
recently written," he reveals. "There 
might be a couple ones that we'll 
see after they're recorded, see how 
they turn out, but for the most part I 
think we know what's going to be 
on the album.” w 


NDIDI 
ONUKWULU 


CD RELEASE CONCERT 
MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE 


SUNDAY, SEPT 21ST + 8PM 


TICKETS 


WWW .TICKETMASTER.CA 


THE CONTRADICTOR IS SPECIALLY PRICED AT 


$15.99 


- (0030-102 STREET 
ee’ INFO: 428-STAR 


LIVING ILLUSION 
a CITY : oe SHRUG 


BLACK LUNGS / JOHNNY TRUANT 
THE BUG (ll 


WARRIOR QUEEN 


}@9/2GE voors at 7PM_ 


SCRIBBLE JAM ‘08 


MC AND PRODUCER BATTLE ROYALE 


OD/2ZD THE UNION PRESENTS. ALL AGES 


EXCLAIM TOUR WITH 


BARONESS 


GENGHIS TRON / BISON 


|AQ@/O2 THE UNION PRESENTS_ 


20/3 THE WON PRESENTS_ 


LU 


VELVET 
DaSeRcecunsa 


THE RIPPERZ 
wu, LAKERBAND 


O3/2O bop / STARLITE PRESEITS_ 


NOVILLERO 
THE DETAILS / TOY SINGERS 


os/23 


MISS EMILY BROWN 
}t ROSTE / JAMES LAMB 
BLOO BOI 
THE FROLICS / THE HOTEL LOBBYISTS 


DIRTY CITY HEARTS 
THE VIOLET HOUR / MEG CALLAN 
GS/2B THE UNION PRESENTS_ 


ZIMMER'S HOLE 


ALISTAIR CHRISTL 


THESWINGINT CHANDELIERS / THE BO MIX BOYS 


DANIEL WESLEY fiarox oramrncox 
CURRENT SWELL MEAT WHITE 


CADENCE WEAPON 


CRYSTAL BID 


CHRISTIAN HANSEN & THE AUTISTICS 
aa OF OTIS 


10/@7 THE UNION PRESENTS 


PLANTS & ANIMALS 


BORN AUFFIANS - SLIM TWIG 


10/08 THE UNION PRESENTS. 


AMON AMARTH 


ENSIFERUM BELPHEGOR / THE ABSENCE 


OH SN 


wich DEGREE, COBRA COMMANDER, DJ BATTERY 2a WEEKLY GUESTS 


ELECTRIFIED DUBWISE DANCEROC 


THE ORDER OF CHADS 


LOOKING EAST / FENIX FOUNDATION 


WIDE AWAKE 
THE ABSURD HEROES / WHITEWALL 


40 GUN FLAGSHIP / 0=1-INFINITY 


GHETTOBLASTERS 
HOT BLOOD BOMBERS / WE ARE BATTLESNAKES 
WESTERN 
CANADIAN 


MUSIC AWARDS IESTIVAL 


MEMBERS & GUESTS FACILITY 


BEHIND STARLITE ROOM 
ALL EVENTS (8+ » DOORS AT 9PM 


P! SATURDAYS 


SHED UP PARTY RIDDIMS 


ve Nh Nd NE EVERY 2D 
ro.LPSYDA FRIDAY 
WITH THE — HIPPY CREW Cn)! SPACE AGE, ee & WAV OCCUPATION 


SEPT (9TH: ASTRAL HARVEST AFTER PARTY WITH D TER 


THE WILT STYLE SYS HER HOP 


www .STARLITEROOM.CA ; 


"CANADA'S SOON-TO-BREAK 
BLUESY SINGING STAR PUTS 
HER FOOT DOWN, AND THEN 

SHAKES IT UP A BIT.” 


Your Music Destination 
10355 WHYTE AVENUE 


SHOP ONLINE AT MEQATU! 
music QUTSIDE 


http://www.myspace.com/ndidionukwulu 
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Do or do not, there is no try 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@veeweekly.com 
here sure are a lot of confus- 
ing things about Vancouver 
based band Loose Change 
Trio. For one thing, it’s not a trio. 
Well, actually, it is—kind of. When 
the band hits the road, there are just 
three musicians, but at home and in 
the studio there are actually six 
members of the group. Furthermore, 
the band is less a musical endeavour 
than it is a community one; through 
the medium of music, the group is 
seeking to influence the world 
around it in small but positive ways. 
“It's kind of complicated—the ‘trio’ 
in Our name doesn’t actually refer to 
how many people are in the band, it 
refers to three ideals that we aspire to 
one’s community, the other is music 
and the third one is change,” says 
drummer Greg Bevis, explaining some 


SA | WE, EP 24 
= | LOOSE CHANGE TRIO 
WITH SAMANTHA SCHULTZ 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE. $10 


of the band's most recent initiatives 
such as building and sending a med- 
ical cupboard to Ghana, and creating a 
DVD library for St Paul’s Hospital in 
Vancouver. “Music is always the goal 
of our band, we just want to create 
great records and have an amazing 
live performance, but having a band 
and playing live shows is a venue to 
get money to support these initiatives. 
Since we have the power and we have 
the stage, we wanna use it.” 


AND SO FAR the band has used it. The 
band sets up a jar at the front of the 
Stage to collect any loose change that 


fans may want to donate to its cause— 
and that’s where the “loose change" 
part of the name comes from—then 
use the money to fund whatever 
endeavour the group members have 
decided on, On the eve of a particularly 
long tour, however, the band is unsure 
about what to do next to help build the 
community they seek. 

“The next one, we haven't really 
figured out what we're going to do, 
but it has to be something that we 
can do on the road because we're 
going to be on tour for the next six 
weeks,” Bevis says, mentioning 
that workshops in elementary 
schools has come up as an idea— 
one that would create a small com- 
munity of songwriters within the 
larger community of a school 
“Community can be people just 
hanging out and creating art 


together, or it can be people mak- 
ing music together. That's the kind 
of community we want to create.” 
The most important part in letting the 
three ideals guide the Loose Change 
Trio is the part where the members get 
off their asses and do something about 
the problems they see—none of this 
would have any effect if they just sat 


around talking about it. When asked if 
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Bevis thought his band was unique («, 
trying to strengthen the sense of com, 
munity around the world, he said tha, 
they weren't. 

“| think it’s important to every ban: 
Most of the bands | talk to or hay: 
played shows with, everyone aspire 
do this, [the hard part is] just trying 
realize it and put it into place. You jus 
gotta take that extra step and do it.” v 
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Meet the new 


boss 


Veteran ska band takes the 


reins of its career 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / caralyn@vueweekly.com 

t hardly makes sense these days 
| for any band with a few successful 

albums under its belt to bat for the 
major leagues. With record sales 
plummeting, with basement record- 
ings sounding better and better, it just 
doesn’t make sense to be beholden to 
a major label contract. 

When Less Than Jake announced 
earlier this year that it was launching its 
very own label—Sleep It Off Records—it 
didn’t come as much of a surprise for 
another reason, too. The band had 
already done some label skanking, 
going from Capitol to Fat Wreck to 
Sire/Wamer, and after 16 years togeth- 
er, there wasn’t a record exec around 
who knew the band better than its 
members, so why give them the money? 

"The state of the music industry 
these days, to sign to a major label, 
whether you're a band that’s been 
around for 16 years or a band that’s 
been around for fucking 16 months, 
you take your life in your own hands 
when you sign to a label, whether it’s 
a major or an indie these days,” says 
saxophonist Peter “JR” Wasilewski. 
“They want you to sign for a bunch of 
records, they want you to give up a 30 
{per cent] of publishing, they want 
you to give up a 30 of touring money 
and a 30 of merchandise money, and 
that’s in perpetuity, which is forever, 
so it just doesn’t make sense.” 


THE LABEL'S FIRST RELEASE is the 
band’s seventh full-length, GNV FLA, 
which hit stores in June. Its speedy 
ska is the stuff that has earned the 
band a bit of a following, even though 
the quintet—made up of Chris 
Demakes, Roger Manganelli, Vinnie 
Fiorello, Buddy Schaub and Wasilews- 
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ki—has been told on more than one 
occasion that ska is dead. 

“Its funny how things kind of con- 
tinue to work out for us, so I don’t 
question it. We just keep working 
We're not trying to reinvent the whee! 
or anything, we just do our thing,’ 
Wasilewski says before a gig in Salt 
Lake City with Rancid. “There's no 
real over-thought to it, because when 
you start over-thinking stuff like that 
you just end up hurting yourself in the 
long run. You just do what you do.” 

It’s an attitude that strongly poi 
to how Less Than Jake has govern 
itself over the years. The band’s play- 
ers simply don’t concern themselves 
with what is considered popular, let 
alone get wrapped up in what other 
bands are doing. They're simply tak- 
ing responsibility for themselves, and 
it’s an admirable quality. 

So will Sleep It Off take on other 
bands? Perhaps, but that would be in 
some future where all five Less Than 
Jake members can agree on which 
bands to represent. For now, though, 
it’s all about Less Than Jake. 

“It’s been keeping us very, very 
busy,” Wasilewski says of the label 
“It's very much more satisfying when 
things good happen, because then 
you know that you're directly respon- 
sible. You hold all the shares in that, 
in how good it does. So it’s good and 
gratifying in that way.” v 


An BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 


or Toronto’s Cancer Bats, the 
road to the group's privileged 
place in the Canadian music 
ene was one helped along by close 
riends in other bands. Forming a 
mrmunity with other bands from the 
ig smoke such as Alexisonfire and 
lly Talent, everyone worked together 
» spur each other onto bigger and 
igger stages. After wearing each 
ther’s T-shirts during interviews on 
uchMusic and MTV, appearing in 
ach other's videos and dropping each 
ther’s names whenever the chance 
rose, all three bands find themselves 


and Cancer Bats’ lead singer Liam 
cormier is grateful for the legs up his 
band received at the hands of others, 
so much so that he spent much of our 
interview “big upping” other Canadian 
ands that he is excited about—bands 
ke Montreal's Barn Burner and Black 
ships and Toronto's Fucked Up all got 
mentions as Cormier neglected to talk 
about himself much. 

"That's just a huge part of being 
pros—wanting to help each other out 
and rep each other's stuff. People 
always ask us what to check out from 
canada, and we always try to big up 
our friends’ stuff,” he says over the 
phone from Toronto as he prepares to 
head out on another gruelling tour 
that will see the band well into 2009. 
“We've definitely had a leg up from 
bands helping us out, so we want to 
help out as much as we can.” 


THE DESIRE TO PAY IT forward certainly 


makes Cancer Bats endearing, but 
what makes it an especially interest- 
ing band in its own right is the way 
the members have always pushed 
themselves to be a better band. As 
Cormier explains, there was a lot of 
pressure when they went in to make 
their newest album Hail Destroyer 
aiter their first full length, Birthing the 
Giant, was so successful, but the pres- 
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sure came mostly from the band’s 
desire to make a record that blew its 
last one out of the water and never 
from any outside sources. 

“Everybody was super stoked on 
the record and how the songs were 
sounding so that worry was out of 
our heads, so it was just everyone 
wanting to step up to the plate and 
just crush the old album. It was so 
comforting that Greg (Below, 
founder of the band’s record label] 
was So supportive about what we 
were doing and we didn’t have any 
of that nervousness, any of that 
sophomore, ‘Oh, | hope this'll be 
good enough.’ It was those guys 


ancer Bats hails its punk brethren 


being really supportive and going, 
‘These songs rule, lets make them 
fucking kick ass in terms of how 
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they sound,’” Cormier enthuses 
“Every single day we would say, 
‘Let's step this up, let’s make this 
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gnarlier, let’s crush what we were 
doing before.’” 

Along the same lines of not forget 
ting which bands gave Cancer Bats a 
leg up over the years, Cormier also 
hasn't forgotten about the legions of 
kids that helped the band become 
what it is. The underage brigade is 
the backbone of a lot of successful 
punk bands, but when money and 
fame seep into the picture, they often 
get pushed to the margins. Not so 
with Cancer Bats who will be playing 
an all ages show and a licensed 
show on the same day. 

“One thing I’m stoked on is we 
were able to work it out to have an 
all-ages show—we're into having bar 
shows and that’s cool, but we love 
playing all-ages shows,” he say 
“Getting the young kids that don't g 
a shit and just wanna party the hard- 
est—that rules!" v 
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Incendiary post-college rock 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychristy@vuoweekly.com 
Te evocative phrase that tops the 
abstracted streetscape on the 
cover of Poorfolk’s sophomore 
record captures the tension and beauty 
in the music within. The fires of 
destruction and passion are both eluci- 
dated on the 10 tracks Our Burning 
Street contains, songs echoing the 
recent transitions still reyerberating 
with songwriter Jonathan Pearce, and 
his reckonings with the intensely per 
ilous world around us, locked in the 
throes of combat, the powerful, preda 
tory and falsely pious wielding their 
natures, impulses and dogma to the 
dismay and misfortune of the rest of us. 
“Our Burning Street was one of 
phrases we were throwing around, 
and the title of the painting on the 
cover,” Pearce explains. “It ties into 
the overarching themes in the album, 
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which goes between the personal and 
what’s going on in world.” 

The two are linked for Pearce more 
than for most. The self-confessed 
“political junkie” is based in Ottawa 
and works for CPAC, with a front-row 
seat for national and international 
politics. A song on the new record, 
"Killer On The Loose" was inspired by 
the Bush Administration 

Pearce recounts a close encounter: 
“Bush came to town and | covered it for 
CPAC. I was 25 feet away from the most 
hated and powerful man on earth—it 
was totally surreal! | felt like | should 
yell out, say something, but | would've 


lost my job and I love what | do 

“| resigned myself to the fa, 
myself out a little bit,” pes, 
cludes regretfully. 


NUANCED STRUGGLES «; , 
maturity underscore the reco,, 
examines the varying calam, 
friends and a failing relations), 
would've solidified the musician 
tence to a “white picket fence 
five life” and strangled Pearc« 
need—self-expression throuch , 
It splays his worries and hopes \ 
the grander landscape of internat sng 
events, troubling his conscien, 
compounding his own questi 
righteous life. One song by band 
Scott Freeman follows a simija; |, 
tory, “a post-apocalyptic scena; 
he's also singing about a woma, 
chuckles Pearce, 

These plagues, large and smal), ara 
pinned to densely woven rhythms and 
melodies, chugging bright guita 
Pearce’s aching vocals. It’s al) dyay 
from college rock—the kind of s; 
political and philosophical but also. set 
searching music coming out of universit 
towns in the ‘80s and ‘90s, but it’s rows 
up, more capable and broadly 
enced, informed by a destabilized world 
and stinging from the higher-stak: 
tories and defeats of adulthood. Poorioly 
is the first volley of an updated genre 
incendiary post-college rock. v 
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Flow from chaos 


The Bug conjures up London Zoo in Dirt City 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
he cacophony of London bursts 
| around Kevin Martin as the 
chronic sonic experimentalist 
treads through one of the old city's 
landmark areas. “I'm walking through 
Covent Garden,” he apologizes as he’s 
drowned out by manic whoops and 
cackling laughter. 

He is, perpetually, in motion, and 
even as Martin savours the release of 
London Zoo, his fourth full-length under 
his production incarnation The Bug, 
he’s already roaming away from it. 

“It's an ongoing quest for me, to 


work on what | find interesting.” Mar-_ 


tin laughs, “I mean, it has to be inter- 
esting to me! | challenge myself with 
styles and emotions I’m not used to. | 
like to be surprised and surprise 
myself—new impact, new intensities.” 

Perhaps it’s a manifestation of a rest- 
less and defiant intellect—uneasy when 
tracked, mean when caged—or maybe 
i's from working with the fastest talkers 
on the planet for much of the millenni- 
um, but Martin speaks with a flow that 
could go head-to-head with the best of 
them. What saves it from being an 
incomprehensible torrent is his disci- 
plined precision of meaning and man- 
nered use of language. Surrounded by 
the fluid slang of multicultural MCs, he 
must be an eccentric. 
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Then again, one suspects he’s 
always been the shining beacon of 
oddity in any room. His musical histo- 
ry sprawls across niche genres, from 
the ‘90s with the squalling industrial 
outfit GOD, which he credits with giv- 
ing him a loathing of group dynamics 
that drove him into the studio with 
GOD-mate Justin Broadrick to fuse hip 
hop with harder elements in Techno 
Animal and other projects. 

“The studio is like sorcery for me, 


what you can do in it,” he confesses 
“You can turn a sound inside out 
upside down and inside out again. |'ve 
stunned myself, sometimes. | couldn't 
even tell you how I got some of thosé 
sounds. A pure sound experience 
immersed in this sound avalanche 
amazingly physical.” 

The Bug is Martin’s’solo engagement 
with the studio, initiated in 1997. Unde! 
this aegis he’s remixed songs from )'§ 
music names and put out innumerable 
singles, largely working with Mts 
drawn from Jamaican sound-syst¢"™ 
culture. He counts two of his [u!! 
lengths as true solo efforts—skipp!"8 
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Blast from the past 


MARY CHRISTA 0" KEEFE / matychrista@vueweekly.com 

ovillero gives good album. They feel 

meaty and satisfying, solidly good rock 

records that could be called “classic” if 
that were not a pejorative in indie circles, which 
is odd considering how the hipsters are con- 
stantly crate-digging to dredge up LPs from 
jost” artists. But irony is an art they don’t 
appreciate when they're not wielding it. 

Anyway, Novillero doesn’t do irony. The band, 
ynit seamlessly together sonically after almost a 
gecade of collaboration and by virtue of a work ethic 
that stands out as fastidiously conscientious even by 
winnipeggian standards, plays music rooted in the 
past completely without pretense, stuffed with 
iove—you hear echoes of the Faces, the Kinks and 
sther late ‘60s British figureheads of rock from the 
eva that Was experimental enough to coax glossy, 
slightly dandified sounds out of their amps and stu- 
fio, but still straightforward and forward-looking. 

The band’s third album, A LitUle Tradition, con- 
tinues in this vein with an undeniable appeal 
and energy. In Novillero's capable five pairs of 
hands, meticulously constructed, flawless rock 
sounds effortless. 

Drummer-vocalist (almost the entire band con- 
tributes vocals) Dave Berthiaume laughs wryly at 
this suggestion. “I'm glad it sounds that way. The 
goal is for it to sound effortless, but really, it’s not. 
You'd have to appreciate how minutely we dissect 
things sometimes; we practice a capella to hear 
our harmonies. Sometimes we just play the bridge 
or ending of a song for an hour trying to improve 
or isolate something we perceive as a problem. 
Sean [Stevens] and Rod [Slaughter] compare 
melodies on guitar and keyboard to make sure 
they are not playing conflicting notes.” 

Berthiaume details more astonishingly 
minute tweaks and trouble-shooting, then stops 
himself. “Sometimes we are obsessive, to a 
ridiculous degree.” 
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THE PLAYERS ARE so precise in their craftsman- 


ship, the band has developed a vocabulary of its 
own musicianspeak—one that extends to the 
gestural realm. “When we get it right, Rod jumps 
up and puts his arm up, and pumps it a little: 
‘that’s it!” Berthiaume mock-hollers in imitation 
The “Rod-victory-spike” is also a feature of the 
group’‘s blistering live shows, as the lead vocalist 
is usually barricaded behind his keyboards, 
slouched in his chair like a jazz pianist. “Some- 
times he does it on stage. If Rod leaves hi5 seat at 
some point, it’s an extra good time.” 

The audience almost always has an extra- 
good time at Novillero shows, but the gentlemen 
are just as hard on themselves on stage as they 
are during rehearsals. “The harmonies are com- 
plex, if we're off even a little it falls apart, but it’s 
hard to hear with precision,” Berthiaume frets. 

Note to audience: distract Novillero by buying 
merch from them and drinks for them immedi- 
ately afterwards. They will have earned it. v 
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BRYAN SAUNDERS / bryansaunders@vueweokly.com 

Kenton Thomas, the lead singer of the progressive- 
tack band Portal, is a far cry from matching the rock 
n' roll musician archetype. Insightful and intelligent, 
Thomas expresses his thoughts with sobering clarity 
and confidence. 

At the same time, Thomas does conform to the 
image of a typical indie rocker in that he approaches 
all of his music with the do-it-yourself attitude that is 
So characteristic of the rock (and especially of the 
punk rock) movement. te can't get some- 
one else to do it; he | just knows from experience that 
doing things yourself is the only way to make sure 
they‘re done right. 

“Some years ago, we sort of meandered away from 
having control over the finished product,” Thomas 
explains. "We did our second album with winnings 
from a contest called ‘Adopt-a-band’ .: and we weren't 
really ee with the overall apni didn't teally 
match what looking 


_ pop,” he continues, “They're all about doing some- 


_ tapped yet. 


Bie Habeas But every once in a while— 
every three 


“We're all big nerds, we're all incredibly anal-retentive 
about stuff and if it's not exactly what we want we have 
a tough time saying, This is Portal. This represents us. 
This is a culmination of our efforts and we want you to 
listen to this and know that it’s fantastic." 

For the most part, their effort-seems to have paid 
off. Well, in Europe at least. Across the pond, Portal’s 
singles have topped the charts and, at one point, they 
were actually voted “Indie Band of the Year” in Poland. 

In North America, though, Portals had a tougher 
time cracking;the market. Thomas has his theories as 
to why that might be. 

"When you're not used to [a typé of music], when 
its not-what you're expecting, it kind of hits you 
wrong sometimes. 

“The Canadian and American markets are all about 


thing in four minutes, and if you haven't gotten the 
meat of your message to people within 30 seconds, 
they're gaing to change the station.” 

As Thomas points out, this presents a problem for 
Portal because some of the tracks flirt with the 10 
minute mark. Furthermore, though some of the band’s 
new songs are radio friendly, the majority are not. 
Still, Thomas doesn’t seem too worried about the 
consequences of being an atypical rock ‘n’ roller. 

“You just gotta find your niche, right?” he shrugs. 
“{t’s all about finding a market that hasn't really been 


“You know, the vast majority of people probably 
don’t care,” he adds. “Ifits got a good beat and a good 


or four weeks—t'll get an email from 
ig pe elie oe. 
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ON TOUR SEPTEMBER 2008 WITH 


BLACK LUDGS 
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16 SEPT EXCHANGE - REGINA, SK 

17 SEPT DOGHOUSE — MEDICINE HAT, AB 
18 SEPT VAT - RED DEER, AB 

19 SEPT GATEWAY BAR = CALGARY, AB 

20 SEPT STARLITE ROOM ~ EDMONTON, AB 
20 SEPT STARLITE ROOM - EDMONTON, AB 
21 SEPT GATEWAY BAR - CALGARY, AB 

22 SEPT WILD BILL'S - BANFF, AB 

24 SEPT ELEMENTS — VICTORIA, BC 


24 SEPT ELEMENTS — VICTORIA, BC 

25 SEPT SPICE t1OUNGE ~ NANAIMO, BC 

26 SEPT GARFINKLES — WHISTLER, BC 

27 SEPT HABITAT ~ KELOWNA, BC 

28 SEPT MEDIA CLUB - VANCOUVER, BC 

30 SEPT ROYAL ALBERT - WINNIPEG, MB* 
01 OCT PARK THEATRE - WINNIPEG, MB 

02 OCT BLACK PIRATES — THUNDER BAY, ON 
03 OCT JUBILEE HALL - SUDBURY, ON 


*Black Lungs & Johnny Truant ore nol playing this dote 
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WCMA’S 2008 
How To Maximize Your Experience 
At Conferences & Festivals 


Tuesday, September 23, 2008 


Norwood Royal Canadian Legion 
11150 - 82 Street 


Darts Room (Downstairs) 
7:00 pm 
Members - Free 
Non Members - $5.00 


This Session Will Include Details On: 


* How to get the most out of the three day 
Conference and Festival. 

* Why you should attend the seminars at the 
Conference. 

* Why you should check out the showcases at the 
Festival, and 


How to come prepared to market yourself. 


For More Information Please Contact AB Music (780) 428-3372 
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STEPHAN GROND 


WITH MARK SHEPPARD, CONNIE LINGUA, 
ALBOX BROWN 
PLAY NIGHTCLUB (10220 - 103 ST}, $10 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
Even these days, some 40 years after folks 
Started remixing and fiddling with music, 
some people still question the integrity of 
the DJ. There are those who think the job 
entails nothing more than spinning records 
or putting an iPod on shuffle. 

When you hear Stephan Grondin talk 
about his beginnings, talk about the days 
before samplers and drum machines, you 
can't help but notice that there is some 
more dedication going on here. 

“| did my first remixes with reel to 
reel,” he explains. “It's old analogue tape 
that you would buy a kit with razors and 
you scratch with it, take out the tape, 
splice it, then go with the other beat that 
you want and then put it back together 
with white tape. Those were my first 
remixes. That would take forever, but you 
were doing it like this, because there 
was no sampler, there was no computer 
fast enough to do that thing, unless you 
would pay 50 000 bucks.” 

Grondin's first sampler was pur- 
chased by the club he was-working at 
as a teenager. For $5000, this sampler 
would only be able to process a few 
seconds at a time, a far cry from the 
what can happen at the decks today, 
where DJs can layer more than a hand- 
| ful of tracks at the same time live. 

Since those less efficient beginnings 
(he still has music on tape that he no 
longer has the machinery to play), 
Grondin has carved out a serious niche 


for himself, moving from small town 
Québec DJ to the Canadian and world | 
stage, even landing at London's Ministry 
of Sound. He's had his own music Jun 
nominated and his remixes have populat. | 
ed the US Billboard charts. | 
The success has afforded him the | 
opportunity to slow down a bit. Well. | 
maybe “slow down” isn't quite the way 
to put it. Sure, he doesn’t take on as 
many gigs—before even finishing high | 
school he was spinning five nights a | 
week—but he still gets up early every | 
morning to work in the studio. The 
result of this work these days is Parking 
Music, a compilation of mixes released 
last month that was inspired by his | 
work at Montréat’s Club Parking | 
But after some 25 years behind the | 
decks, Grondin also has other dreams | 
and goals to-work on—still in music, of 
course; at this point, it’s well into hi 
blood. Not only is there the label, Paca! 
Records, to work on, but he also says 
that he would love to take on sound- | 
track work. In his studio, he’s already | 
played with a softer instrumental side 
“| would love to do things for 
movies, because when | used to go 
to university, | had-twa jobs,” | 
says. “The weekends | would DJ, bu 
also | was doing.some dubbing fo 
movies and everything, so | would 
record the Frengh version or the Eng 
lish version. | was in the studio with | 
the actors and everything, so that's | 
when ! was, like, OK, | would love to | 
do music for a movie one day 
“Of course, when I'm 65, | don’t want | 
to be in a club,” he laughs. “Or my ears | 
won't let me, but you never know. The 
Rolling Stones are still touring, and they | 
are what? Eighty?” w | 
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pis collaboration with The Rootsman 
and an alternative soundtrack for ‘70s 
movie The Conversation—where he's 
ceating without initial parameters. By 

reckoning, that leaves 2003's Pres- 
sure and London Zoo. Pressure sealed 
his reputation as a studio innovator 
and developer of dubstep, a produc- 


tion-warped blend of lysergic Jamaican 


music, hip hop and UK-form grime, 
while Zoo is already hailed by the fickle 
niche music crowd as a crowning jewel 
in his earphones. 

“On Pressure, | was sO nervous 
about working with vocalists, I didn't 
try to coerce them in any direction, 
just let them do their own thing,” Mar- 
tin recalls. “London Zoo was far more 
stage-managed by me conceptually. 
There was a lot more dialogue. | felt 
I'd discovered my own voice. With 
Pressure, | felt like 1 discovered a 


voice, and a sound of my own, but it 
wasn't entirely satisfactorily. There 
are faults that hit me harder every 
time I hear it. London Zoo eradicated 
mistakes I made with Pressure.” 


200 REFLECTS THREE years labour, a 


sustained effort by Martin to “find a 
whole album of contrasts and space.” 
IUs an incredible soundscape, apocalyp- 
tic yet listenable, that invokes the poly- 
cultural bustle of a metropolitan 
crossroads that’s accumulated history 


since the height of the Roman Empire 
and hurtles towards the future like a 
rocket, an auger intensifying trends of 
human culture, Zoo envelopes paranoia 
and mistrust, authoritarianism and defi- 
ance, struggle and hope—voiced by a 
parade of Jamaican-accented MC's, 
including Martin's tour partner Warrior 
Queen, a spiky and mischievous female 
presence who adds tension in her con- 
trasts to his heavy sonic sensualism and 
wide percussive palette. 

"The title came late, during a conver- 


sation with the graphic designer, 
never been to London before. She asked 
what it was like and I said, ‘Like a great 
big fucking zoo.’ I laughed, but the more 
{ thought about it, the more it seemed 
right and correct. I thought about h 
much it was inspired by London 
to London, me living here for 15 years 
“When I was starting out, I nt 
structure—perfectly happy to pis 
audiences. | liked antagonizing peo 
Now I have a different feeling of what I 
want from music and sound.” v 
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Okkervil River, The Stand Ins (§ag- 
jaguwar) Though it shares the same 
the loosely speaking, how we deal 
cliofty our lives—The Stand Ins, 
Okkervil River's follow-up/delayed sec- 
ond half to last year’s The Stage Names, 
comes at its subject from a much more 
disillusioned point of view. While Names 
was a celebration of the creative 
impulse—not always an unreserved 
one, mind, but it was nonetheless full of 
high praise—Stand Ins is a record for 
those who have been damaged by our 
tendency towards 
fabulism. It's stories 
of successful artists 
regretting their life, 
failing artists regret- 
ting their life, and 
those who regret lis- 
tening to either of 
them. What gave life 
its kicks has always 
been a lie in a pop 
song, and Will Sheff 
documents this real- 
ization from almost 
every angle 
One of the early highlights in this 
approach is “Singer Songwriter.” 
Though it’s belied by the sunny, old- 
country backing, it’s a song of sharp 
bitterness, as Sheff sings of a musician 
who has everything but an ability to say 
anything that matters. As the spitting- 
though-rollicking last lines spell out— 
“And our world is gonna change 
nothing” ‘—$Sheff is throwing down 
something Sfa gauntlet, practically 
sneering at those who make art for 
nothing more than their own desires 
Sheff draws more poignancy out of 
the artist who can’t get anything going. 
In “On Tour With Zykos,” he sings of a 
failed poet so enthralled with the life of 
the artist she buries her frustrations 
into a crush on a musician with whom 
she had a brief fling. While the band 
creates a suitably lackadaisical atmos- 
phere, Sheff captures a perfect mix of 
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worldweary bitterness and reserved 
yearning for something beyond. By the 
time his jaded poet gets around to 
imagining who else her crush is up to, 
she can't even work up feelings of jeal- 
ousy or loss, instead drifting away like 
her fading memories. 

Sheff is at his best, though, when 
he gets into the people who are start- 
ing to see through the facade of fic- 
tion. Employing his novelist’s 
eye—which seems to get sharper the 
less self-reflexive he gets—Sheff cap- 
tures both the 
loathing (Pop Lie") 
and the melan- 
choly pride (“Call- 
ing and Not Calling 
My Ex”), associat- 
ed with seeing an 
ex-lover telling 
stories of some 
kind. The latter has 
one of the album's 
most uplifting 
moments, when 
Sheff belts outa 
defeated but sin- 
cere, “Go turn their heads, go knock 
them dead, go break their hearts.” 

However, it’s on “Blue Tulip,” unobtru- 
sively tucked into the middle of the 
record, that Sheff reaches his peak. Sung 
from the perspective of a girl waiting 
backstage for a glimpse of her idol, it ele- 
vates teenage obsession to existential 
longing. Backed by an epic dirge, Sheff 
sings with such unrestrained, tortured 
craving in his voice, laying emotion so 
bare, he soars away into some much 
deeper need, a kind of universal cry for 
something tangible and affecting. 

That the song ends with no such 
salvation is fitting with the overall 
mood: as much as anything, The 
Stand Ins is a warning to all who 
would put too much faith in our fic- 
tions, ironically but fittingly delivered 
by one of our most talented purveyors 
of them.—DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
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Karl Blau, Nature's Got Away (k 
Records) This new record by k,;| 
Blau, Nature's Got Away, was appar 
ently written on 
the road—alway 
a dangerous plac; 
to write a recorg 
because nothing | 
true on the road 
where there js 
~ tether to reali 
Oftentimes that’s a bad thing as artis; 
make insular records thatdon’t refle, 
the world of the people enjoying the 
music, but Blau’s ethereal and esote;;, 
sounds which straddle folk and what 
ever that sound is I hear in my dream 
works well here. And toward the end 
of the record the song “That's th, 
Breaks” is a real heartbreaker, th: 
warbled vocals belying a painful men 
ory but not in any manipulative wa 
— BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 


Buckcherry, Black Butterfly 
(Eleven Seven) [don't care thai 
Buckcherry is still digging into the past 
of rock 'n’ roll excess for its inspiration 
four albums down 
the road; there 
nothing wrong 
with carrying the 
torch of wild 
abandon in the 
face of restraint, 
the band seem: 
capable of coming up with a pretty 
good riff or two, and there's certain| 
an appreciation for the all-mighty 
groove here on this new album. Bul, 
after the apparent success of that oh- 
so-witty “Crazy Bitch” off of the 
group’s last album, it seems that th« 
band was determined to cash in with 
another funny-and-filthy tune. This 
time out it’s “Too Drunk ... ,“ which 
features the stunningly impressive 
line, “Young and dumb and full of cum 
with a sugar loaded candy cane.” 
There’s more, too, but the idea is the 
same. It’s so transparently packaged 
for the crowd that ate up “Crazy Bitch 
that it comes across as boneheaded to 
the extreme. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vue- 
weekly.com 


Will Currie & the Country French 
+ Sloan, “Push Pins” Virtual 7” 
(Murderecords) With Will Currie & 
the Country 
French and Sloan 
heading out on 
tour together, it 
makes perfect for 
the two groups to 
get together and 
put this free sin- 
gle out on sloanmusic.com. The 
poppy duet between Currie and 
Sloan’s Jay Ferguson features a bass 
line that jumps around beneath the 
hammering of a piano, with some 
sweet “oohs” to fill it out and carry it 
all along. The song, “Push Pins,” isn’t 
going to change the world, but it’s 4 
nice touch when it comes to offering 
fans a little something extra. It’s 
always nice when a band has a song 
and is willing to simply put it oul 
there without worrying about keep 
ing it under wraps for the next 
album. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


Sloan and Will Currie & the Country 
French.play the Urban Lounge Fri, Sep 
19. 
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Streets, Concentrated Living 
oe On the band’s second full- 
Jength effort, the City Streets are out for 


at times, like on “Ballad of a Blind Dog,” 
there’s reason to question just what Rick 
Reid is singing about—is it truly just about 
a dog, is it a metaphor for a broken fam- 
ily or some combination of the two? No 
matter, really, because this is rock ‘n’ roll 
at its finest, capturing a spirit of survival, 
that desire to just get through to see 
another day, while leaving the songs 
open enough that the meanings are there 
for the twisting. The music sways 
petween punk-rock energy and country 
strumming, but there's also a sense of the 
calm before—or maybe it's after—the 
storm that always falls hardest on those 
city streets, —EDEM MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


civet, Hell Hath No Fury (Hellcat) 
according to wikipedia, civets are 
small, lithe-bodied, mostly arboreal 
mammats. 
According to this 
album, a Civetis a 
group of punk- 
rock girls who are 
angry and loud, 
with some catchy 
tunes, but a sound 
that is slick when it should be raw and 
bloody. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
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Pussy Galore, Exile on Main St 
(Shove) Originally released: 1986 The 
Rolling Stones’ 1972 double album, Exile 
on Main Street, is a 
secord shrouded in 
mythology—there’s a 
hazy atmosphere sur- 
rounding it, mostly 
inspired by the setting 
of the sessions in gui- 
tarist Keith Richards’ 
house in France, and the 
heavy drug use (with 
Richards being the 
heaviest user of them 
all) that fuelled the 
recording, The result is 
an album of uncompromising murkiness, 
with music that sounds as though it’s 
barely fising out of the sonic swamp and 
Singer Mick Jagger sounding as though 
he's being dragged into the mess. 

In 1986, Pussy Galore wenta step—no, 
Several steps—farther, unleashing a 
Wack-by-track retelling of the Stones’ 
record. This time, the results are more 
Wasteland than murk, apocalyptic in 
Sound and nature from beginning to end. 
Listen closely and you can probably even 
hear the blood being spilt onto the floor. 

Where the Stones’ album began with 
Richards’ opening chords to “Rocks Off,” 
accentuated by a unifying “Oh, yeah” from 
~agger, the introduction to Pussy Galore’s 
fecord—or as it was originally released, 
fasette—is a seething female voice 


blood. The record is__ 


EXILE of MAIN st* 


Michael Franti & Spearhead, All . 


Rebel Rockers (Anti) Michael Franti 
has been known for creating music 
heavily infused 
with politics and 
revolution. While 
Franti is still an 
unquestionably 
political musi- 
cian, his output 
with Spearhead 
has seen a drift from the incredibly 
progressive politics of 1994's Home 
to a more liberal anti-war, can’t-we- 
all-get-along outlook at the same 
time as he's been embraced by the 
Lululemon crowd. 

For All Rebel Rockers, Franti’s sixth 
studio album with Spearhead, he made 
the pigrammage to Kingston, Jamaica 
and employed the talents of producers 
Sly & Robbie, giving the album a dis- 
tinctly Caribbean reggae dub sound 
that departs from previous efforts. It's a 
catchy pogo-inducing sound that is a 
perfect match for Franti’s frenentic 
arm-waving, crowd-call-back “how 
you feeeeelin’?” live shows. 

Franti announces where he’s coming 
from with openers “Rude Boys Back in 
Town" and “A Little Bit of Riddim’ and 


continues the party with tracks like - 


“Sound System." The politics are still 
here—on tracks “Hey World,” “Nobody: 
Right Nobody Wrong’—like but they 
have a less sharp edge and are bal- 
anced out by a trio of love songs in “All 
I] Want is You,” “Say Hey (1 Love You)” 
and the poppy “I Got Love for You.” It’s 
energetic and not bad, but not great 
—SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 


announcing, “Hello, | hate your fucking 
guts.” The rant continues for a few 
moments longer, until a barely-played gui- 
tar kicks into a sort-of-recognizable ver- 
sion of “Rocks Off.” It might fall short of a 
disaster—just short—if it weren't for the 
one voice that sounds disproportionately 
loud, as though the whole thing was 
recorded onto a tape, 
and then. the louder 
voice was overdubbed 
overtop. 

But while it’s painful 
to listen to at best, it is 
indicative of what's to 
come: expectations are 
shattered in those first 
four minutes and there's 
no hope in recovery. This 
is garage rock to the 
extreme, the sort of 
thing that should’ never 
escape the confines of the four walls 
within which it was recorded. 

At the same time, though, it's about as 
honest as it can get, if for no other reason 
than there's simply no hope of cleaning it 
up. Oh, sure, you could try a little spit and 
shine, but all you'd end up with is a gob of 
saliva smeared over top. 

Deep inside this punk rock catastrophe, 
though, there's an occasional glimpse of 
something so ridiculously perfect that you 
can't help but listen again in the hope of 


_ finding something else like it—as on the 


grimy take of “Shake Your Hips” or the 
way the band takes the Stones already- 
submerged “! Just Want to See His Face,” 
lays it out over some rolling drums and 
buries it beneath a wall of noise. 

Exile in Hell is more like it. w 
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ING SEPTEMBER 18. 200 


1. Michael Franti & Speahead - A Rebel Rockers (anti) 
2. Calexico - Carried To Dust (quarter stick) 

3. Chad Vangaalen - Soft Airplane (flemish eye) 

4. Amos Garrett - Get Way Back (stony plain) 

5 Alejandro Escovedo - Real Animal (back porc 

6. Elliott Brood - Mountain Meadows (six shooter) E 

7. Ry Cooder =I, Flathead (nonesuch) 

8. Dennis Wilson - Pacific Ocean Blue (epic) 

9. Okkervil River - The Stand Ins (agjaguar) 

10. Ndidi Onukwulu — The Contradictor (jericho beach) 

11. Joan Osbome ~ Little Wild One (plum records) 

12. Agnostic Mountain Gospel Choir - Ten Thousand (shoutin’ abner pim 
13. Emmylou Harris — All| Intended To Be (nonesuch) 

14. Tricky - Knowle West Boy (domino) 

15, Toxic Holocaust - An Overdose Of Death (relapse) 

16. Beck —- Modern Guilt (universal) 

17. Giant Sand — provisions (yep roc) 

18. The Black Keys — Attack & Release (nonesuch) 

19. Sigur Ros — With A Buzz In Our Ears We Play Endlessly (xi) 

20. The Dutchess And The Duke — She's The Dutchess, He's The Duke (hardly art) 
21. Ayla Brook — After The Morning After (saved by radio) 

22. The Pack A.D. = Funeral Mixtape (mint) 

23. The DB Buxton Revue — No Refund E.P. (daniel buxton) 

24. Eliza Gilkynson — Beautiful World (red house) 

25. Jerry Douglas - Glide (koch) 

26. Brendan Canning - Something For All Of Us...(arts & crafts) 

27. Bon lver — For Emma Forever Ago (jagaguwar) 
28. Tim Hus ~ Bush Pilot Buckaroo (stony plain) 
29. The Steeldrivers — S/T (rounder) 

30. Martha Wainwright — 1 You're Married... (1 


bs tl SEPT 21 2PM BE] 


KNOWLE WEST BOY 


This is Tricky and everything that inspired his 
unbelievable talent. From dancehall to punk, 
reggae to hip hop,he tells it like it is in 

that ultrasmooth quasi-jazz vocal styling. It's 
sexy this album is! He might be Tricky but you 
know what isn't? Coming down to the store 
and listening to this album! 
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f / \ { 
10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


5) 
fo ae J. Little, and A 
See's fue, Sept. 23 (7:30pm) se the 83 Ave 
entrance 


CAMPUS DISTINGUISHED LECTURE 

ER fg en Ta (780-679-1104) « 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 10014-81 Ave; The Canadian 
Ecumenical and Justice Movement: ie 
Present, and Future; Thu, Sept. 18 (5:30pm) * and 
Life Chapel, Augustana Campus, Camrose; Ethical 
Clarification and the Responsibility to Protect (R2PI Fri, 
Sept. 19 (7pm) * Faith and Life Chapel, Augustana 
Campus, Camrose; Ecological Ethics ina Boom 
Economy, Tue, Sept. 23 ( ul * Theology and Religious 
Studies in the Academy- sti fet and 
Contested Categones; Wed, Sept. 24 (12:30-2pm); 
F104, Faith and Life Building, Augustana Campus, 
Camrose * Merchants Tea and Coffee House, 4857-50 
St, Camrose; Public Life Café: Past Sins and Future 
fea eee School Apology, Mon, Sept. 22 

mM 


AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside 
Presbyterian Church basement, N. door, 6 Bernard Dr, 
Bishop St, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert # For 
adult children of alcoholic and dysfunctional families * 
Meet every Mon including holidays (7:30pm) 


BACKYARD COMPOSTING AND GRASSCYCLING 

John Janzen Nature Centre in Fort Edmonton Park, Fox 

Dr. ast of Whitemud Dr.(7B0-496-2925) «Begin baek- 
ard composting and tour the Compost Education 
entre © Sept 24 © $10 


BIPOLAR SUPPORT GROUP Schizophrenia Society 
Support Centre, 201, 10621-100 Ave (780-451-1755) « 
Meet every Ist and 3rd Tue each month © Starts Sept. 
23 (7-9pm) 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE | 1205- 
101 St Ee ee * Basketball; Mon {5-7pm) © 
Hall Circle; Mon (6-8pm) * Boxing; Mon/Thu (7- 
9pm), Tue (5-7pm) * Volleyball; Tue (6-Bpm} © Sewing 
Circle; Tue (6-8pm) * Beadwork Class; Wed (6-8pm) * 
C.N.EC. Pow-wow,; Wed (6-3pm) © Hip-Hop Class; 
every Thy (o-7 0) © Cree Class: Thu (6-8pm) # Elders 
and Residency, Fn (all’day) * Safe Using and Harm 
Reduction; lasi.Fri every nonin lame m) 
Tobacco Reduction; every Fri (1-2pm) ® Drop-in Night 
Fri (6-Bpm) 


CELEBRATING ONENESS, HEALING THE WORLD 
I Church of Edmonton, 13210-106 Ave {780-913- 
6466) © Seeking peace? Embrace it at Unity Church 
anytime during the Nine Hour (silent) Prayer Vigil, con- 
cluding in @ one hour inspirational service. Part of 11° 
days of Global Unity, A Season of Interfaith Celebration 
ending Sun, Sept. 21 


CELEBRATING WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP: PAST, 
PRESENT, FUTURE Fairmont Hotel MacDonald, 
10065-100 St. Sept. 25 (11:30am reception/noon 
luncheon) * $55 


CHESS Edmonton Chess Club and Society of Alberta 
Chess Knights (780-474-2318) # Learn to play chess; 
Opportunities for all ages including classes, schoo! 
programs and tournaments © E: 
fovingchessnuts@shaw.ca 


CLUB DU SOLEIL SINGLES DANCE Italian-Canadian 
Seniors an Centre, 9111-110 Ave (780-988-4144) © 
Sat, Sept. 20; free lessons (BP, regular dance 

am yet) © $8 (member)/$13 (guest) www.clubdu- 
soleil 


DAVID SUZUKI-GODD NEWS FOR A CHANGE 
Millennium Place. Sherwood Park ® David Suzuki. 
speaking at the 2008 Canadian Urban Forest 
onference—Healthy Trees and Healthy People ® Sept. 
23 (lecture 2-4:30pm) * $35 laauitys 0 (student/sen- 
ior)/$30 (each when 10 or more tickets purchased) 


DEVONIAN GARDENS (780-987-0362) © Crafters Fall 
Sale; Sept. 26-28 {Fri 4-8pm, Sat ba Sun 10-4pm 
Fall Family Festival (Pine Pavilion/Classroom); Sept 
26 (12:30-3:30); $20 (family-4, incl. apple cider and 
cookie}/$6 (per extra person); additional $10 (scare- 
crow/bird feeder/wreath) supplies are limited call (780) 
987-2496 for tickets 


EDMONTON YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE 
Steeps Tea House, 11116-82 Ave * Sunday Election 
Discussions * Sun, Sept. 21 (7-Spm); Peace * Sun, 
Sent 28 (7-9pm): Environment # Sun, Oct, 5{7-9pm) 
Affordable Housing 

FREE YOGA Lululemon Athletica, Kingsway security 


entrance 2 (780-471-1200) * All levels welcome, new 
styles each week, mats provided ® Every Sun (6-7pm) 


FUND DEVELOPMENT FOR NON-PROFIT 
SOCIETIES United Way In-Kind Centre, 16821-113 Ave - 


* Engaging Your Board in Creating Sustainable Funding 
with Sarah McCrum * Wed, Sept. 24 (8:30-10:30am) # 
Free © Pre-register at m 
http;//sforce.benevon,com/intros/canada.htm 


THE FUTURE OF NORTH AMERICAN INTEGRA- 
TION Tory Lecture Theatre TL 12, U of A (780-492- 
5674) ¢ Lecture by Stephen Blank * Wed, Sept. 24 
{4:30-5:50pm) * Free; www.uofaweb.ualbertaca/iusps 


EXPEDITIONS HOSTEL TRAVEL SLIDE 
SCHEDULE Hostelling International, 10647-81 Ave 
(780-454-6216/780-455-6741) 


HELEN'S WAR: A PORTRAIT OF A DISSIDENT 
Stanley A. Milner Library © Film will be introduced 
with a brief overview of the context of nuclear ene 

in Alberta, and a short discussion to follaw. * Sept. 24 
(6:30pm) © Free 


Communit Hall (OBs0 ST hee G0 168 5776/7002 
jommunity Hal -452- 
62247 780-962-8561) © Featuring resentations, speak- 


ers, workshops, and competitions. All levels of 


poy dk bad away neg Knox Metropolitan 
United Church, &3 Ave Recent ee Actions: 
Human 


ciniooeene veo * Meet the 2nd and 4th Thu 
each month; Sept-May (8pm); www.imagesab.com 

INTUITIVE THE PARK Notley Park, 
11603-100 A\ Phoebe saceh ° eg Miss 
ate een wrt 
Ce ee Merced opr Surlibiaseon atm) 


* $10 donation 


UT eer Sa Th 
1 ALS 
479-0014) www.gadensamtenling.org; Kush sree 


Dhamchoe; beginner Tue (7pm); intermedi: 
7pm); adval un (1am-Ipm) * 


208, 10132- 
10s St (780-47551 ) www.bkwsu,org: Raja Yo 
jeditation # and 
10502-70 Ave, www.karmatashiling.ca (71 +6157) 


with Tibetan tradition Lama Ani Kunsang. Beginners 
weicome, instruction available; free; Wea 


PASS IT ON Shaw Conference Centre © Six business 
leaders come together to pass on their secrets * Thu, 
ate 18 (8:30am-5:30pm) © Tickets available at 780- 
761-2070, passitontogether.com 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Theatre, 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq * Free art talk with Jeff de Boer 
Femi by the ASA and the EPL © Thu, Sept. 25 


THOUGHTFUL TUESDAY Steeps College Plaza, 
11116-82 Ave (780-988-8105) * Showing of the docu- 
mentary film Crude eb Tue, Sept. 23 (7pm) ¢ 
Showing of the documentary film Garbage Warrior; 
Tue, Sept. 30 (7pm) 


CLUBS + Chamber Toastmasters 
Chamber of Commerce, 600, 9990 Jasper Ave 
780-459-5206); Thu (6pm) * rant 
cEwan College, Am 5-238, 10700-104 Ave (780-633- 
3921); Fri{noon-ipm) © Aa" Toastmasters 
Clab: Londonderry Public Library www.norators.com; 
Wed (7-8:45pm) * Power. Grant MacEwan 
Centre for the Arts, Rm_ 437, 10045-156 St {780-459- 
atts Wed {/-fpm) © Purswers: Best Western Cedar 
Park Inn, 5116 Gat Boulevard (780-457-0808); 
Wed (7 Spm} e ticleer. Kingswa Rm, Millard 
Health Building, 131 Airport Rd (780-498-4608/474- 
1138) Thu {7-8:30am) 
WATSON AND CRICK .. LENNON AND 
Bemard Snell Hall, U of A Hospital © 
Public lecture by Jay Ingram, Canadian author and 
broadcaster, comparing creativity in the arts and-sei- 
ences’® Tue, Sept. 30 (2:°30-3:30pm) ¢ Free event 


WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD Civil Engineeri 
piven (CEB) 325, www.iweek.ualberta.ca ® Global 
issues film and speaker series featuring the film fo Tel! 
the Truth: The Liv Binyan Story © Sept, 24 


WOMEN'S BRUNCH McDougall United Church, 
10025-101 St (780-428-1818) 
www.medougallunited.com * You're What You Eat? 
with speaker Dr. Elizabeth Smythe # Sat, Sept. 20 
(11:30am-1:30pm © $8; pre-register by Sept. 15 


WOMEN IN BLACK /n front of the Old Strathcona 
Farmers’ Market ® Silent vigil the Ist and 3rd Sat (10- 
11am) every month, stand in silence for a world with- 


out violence 
QUEER LISTINGS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER Sunnybrook 
United Church, Red Deer (403-347-6073) © Affirm wel- 
come LGBTO people and their friends, family, and allies 
meet the 2nd Tue (7pm) every month 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave 780-488- 
7736) * Open nightly Spm-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm * Sun: 
Rotating drag shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity 
Fair in The Stardust Lounge and GoDiva and Donnatella 
NE? in The GoDonna Show, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy 
* Mon: Amateur strip contest with Mia Fellow, mid- 
night, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy © Tue: Free pool and 
tourney, DJ Arrowchaser * Wed: Hump day with DJ 
Seoay Sean ® Thu: Wet underwear contest with Mia 
Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy ¢ Fri: We 
made ‘em famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to 
avoid nese) no cover before 10pm * Sat: Undie night 
for men only, free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church 
of Edmonton, 10804-119 St ¢ A group of older gay 
men and their admirers who have common social inter- 
ests meet the 2nd Sun (2:30pm) of most months for a 
social period, a short meeting and a guest speaker, dis- 
cussion panel or a potluck supper. Special interest 
groups meet for other social activities throughout the 
month. email edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, www.primetimer- 
sww.org/edmonton 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www.teamed- 
monton.ca * Women's Drop-In Recreational 
Badminton; Oliver Schoo! Gym, 10227-118 St (780-465- 
3620); Wed (6-7:30pm) © Bootcamp; St. Alphonsus, 
11624-81 St. Mon (7-8pm); bootcamp@teamedmon- 
ton.ca * Bowling: Gateway Lanes, 100 3414 Gateway 
Blvd) Sat (5-7pm); bowling@teamedmonton.ca © 
Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; oe . 
Swimming: NAIT pool, 11762-106 St; Tue (8-Spm), Thu 
7-30-8:30pm); swimming@teamedmontan.ca * 
folleyball: 101 Amiskiwaey Academy, Municipal 
fed recreational 


ae Terminal just off Kingsway; 
ifs Opm), recvolleyball@teamedmonton.ca; Thu 
intermediate; vollayball@teamedmonton.ca * YOGA 
(Hatha): Free Lion's Breath Yoga; every Sun (2-3:30pm); 
yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


CLUB Boots, 10242-106 St (780- 
387-3343) * Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and 
Supporters meet 2nd Thu each month —_ 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organi- 
zation for lesbian, aay, bisexual, trans-identified and 
queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, academic, 
Straight allies and support staff « 3rd Thu every month 
fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. Contact Kris 
kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 0408-124 St, www.edmiiving- 
positive.ca 1-877-975-9448/780-488-5768) * Providing 
Confidential peer support to people living with HIV « 
Tue {7-Spm): Support group * Daily drop-in, peer coun- 


selling 

MADELEINE SANAIM FOUNDATION Faculté St. 

Jean, Rm 3-18 (780-490-7332) * Program for HIV-AIDS 

prevention, treatment and harm reduction in French, 
‘aglish and other African languages © 3rd and 4th Sat 

{9am-5pm) every month # Free (member)/$10 (member- 


ship) * Pre-register 

MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoci- 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and com- 
petitive swimming with coaching, beginners encour- 
aged to participate. Socializing atter practices * Every 


Tue, Thu 

PFLAG Pride Centre, mane 1 

for parents and friends of lean gy Deen +4 

gender and queer people. * Meet the ist Wed gai 
pr Sentei Bul 780-436-1945 


Fe eee 0-103 7 
club.ca * Grand 0 ning weekend te feaeiaN 


lueer community to open in a decade with DJs 4i-, 
Brown and flash * Openi with the | 


ng, 
19 PES 6 Soy 
with host Pure: is er Seducti 
PRIDE CENTRE OF 


EDMONTON 9540- 
Peeve predeesntreateciron ton a (780-488-3234) 
1-10pm, Sat 2. ® LGBT Sen) 
Drop-in: Meat avery Tua/Thu (2-4pm) * CA: Near 


every Thu (7pm) * Suit Up and Show Up: in bo 
study grup mest every Sa oon» Yuh Big book 
Understanding Youth: oso 25 years, suppor 
wiyOshavce © Wororeaten Beach 
hi INnSpace; me 5 

Bach month (10:30am-12 40pm) ® Trang? StS 
Educatio ae 
(tom) f each 
falking with Pride: Meet ever 
Rob Wells robwells780@hi 
Group: entre 2nd Mot 
i r, cael I s 

jiance; pepo meet i 2nd Tue eact 
month,{7;30pm) * Transgender, Transsexual, |iiterso. 
2 ¥ Imonton: Meat 
1st Wed each month (7pm) ® Free short-term, s: 
tion-focused drop-in counseling; avery Wed |)- 


ROBERTSON-WSESLEY UNITED CHURCH \(20 
123 St (780-482-1587) www.twue.ora * Soul OUTin: 
an LGBI-focused altamative worship * 3rd Sun eve: 
month (7pm); worship Sun Posen people of all ¢: 
ual orientations welcome. A LGBT monthly book clu 
and a bi-monthly film night. Call for more info or e 
jravenscro! 019 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave (790 
436-1555) © People of all sexual orientations ave wo) 
come ® Every Sun (10am worship) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (780-488-6557) * Ope 
aly sal * Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick » 
Sat-Sun Poo! Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


AIDS WALK FOR LIFE City Hall, Sir Winston Churcivi 
$4 www.edmontonaidswalk.com ® Sun, Sept. 21 
(11am registration; 1pm walk} 


ARTS ON THE AVENUE-KALEIDO! www.art 

sontheave.org ® Family Arts Festival featuring art di 
lays, theatre, dance, concerts, film and literary per 
ormances, and art workshops ® Sept. 26-28, 


BATTLE OF BRITAIN PARADE Alberta Aviation 
Museum @ Alberta Aviation Museum and the 
Edmonton Aviation Honitge Society © Sun, Sept. 2 
(10:30am) * Museum will be open free from the env 
the parade to Tpm on Sept. 21 


CORN MAZE 26101, SH 627, Spruce Grove 
www.edmontoncommaze.ca, (780-288-0208) 
Edmonton Indy themed maze ® Until Oct. 18 « 
and up)/$7 (5-11)/free tor kids under 5 


GADEN SAMTEN LING’S ANNUAL TIBETAN 
BAZAAR Westmount Community Hall, 10970-127 St 
(780-418-8340) www.gasamling ca © Featuring | 
ellery, clothing, arts and crafts trom Tibet, Nepal and 
India; books, informative presentations and cultural 
performances * Sept. 20-21 (10am-5pm)} * $5; childrer 
under 12 free 


IF WALLS COULD Ti ERI HOUSE 
11153 Saskatchewan Dr * A Reminiscence Weeker 
Sept. 18-21 (Sam-5pm) 

KISS MY BUS On the Bus, Sir Winston Churchill Sq ° 
Edmonton Transit System ® Sept. 19 (8pm and 9:30pm) 
© $8 (recommended for 14+), a limit of 4 per person 
adv. at TIX on the Square 

REFUGEE CAMP IN THE HEART OF THE 

CITY Mcintyre Park, Old Strathcona, 83 Ave, 104 S' 
www. reful eecamh on Fee wereness Event pre 
sented a joctors Without Borders * Sept. 18-21 
(9am-5:30pm) 


KARAOKE 


BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne Strest, St. Albert (780-418 
6332) © Tue, Wed, Fri: Karaoke with Shelly 
BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony 
Plain Rd (780-484-7751) © Wed (8pm-12am); Thu, Fi 
Sat (9:30pm-1:30am): with Right Said Ed 
CASTLEDOWN'S PUB 16753-100 St (780-457-7111) 
© Tue (9pm-tam): with Off-Key Entertainment 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millboume Ad (780 
462-6585) © Tue (9pm): with Sonia/Prosound 
CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Fd (780 
472-7696) © Thu (10:30pm) * Wed: Name that Tune 
DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave * Wed nights: with Gary 
from Mr. Entertainment 
ECCO ; PUB 9605-66 Ave (780-435-5050) * Sat (9pm 
am) 
GAS PUMP 10166-1714 St (780-488-4841) * Tue, Wed 
(9pm-1:30am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 St (780-421-9898) ° Fr 
Sat (8pm-midnight): Hot Karaoke Productions 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (780-452-1168) * Fr 
Karaoke with Krista, Liquid Entertainment 
INGLEWOOD PUB 12402-118 Ave (780-451-1390) * 
Thu, hosted by Gordon; Fri, Sat: hasted by Jolly Grea 
Giant (9:30pm-2am) 
JASPER PLACE HOTEL 15326 Stony Plain Rd (780- 
489-1906) © Mon (9pm-1am): Karaoke 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 1919-105 St (780-461-0587) 
Fri, Sat (10pm-2am); Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
LAMONT HOTEL 4815-51 St, Lamont (780-895-2413) 
A ae Fri every month Fae zame with ProSound 
luctions 


LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway 
Blvd (780-431-5815) © Sun (8pm): With Evolution 
Entertainment 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) © Fri (Spm-late) 
with Chris 
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day night, my Dad had passed 
afternoon before, and | didn’t feel 


twas a 
the teling anyone at the party that he had 
died. To be honest it wasn’t really even a 


party—It was, irc enough, a wake 
for a friend's restaurant that was closing 


down. We, to mou what would 
soon be a culinary past, a flash in the 
greasy pan, as She had laid out 


seemingly endless food that | ate with 
gusto, that | ate without shame. As only my 
boyfriend and | knew, | was grieving for 
two, so | felt justified yet slightly suspect 
for stuffing my face more than normal. 
tuckily fm such a poor example of'a vege- 
arian that no one even blinked as | binged 
on bacon sandwiches, gorged on what 
tasted like tofu french fries. 

At one point in the night my boyfriend 
and | found ourselves in the basement of 
the restaurant, where a friend had brought 
us to shaw us the strangest bathroom | had 
ever seen. Both the toilet and the sink rest- 
ed on pedestal stairs as if custom made for 
avery tiny emperor sometime circa Three's 
Company. As we stood in the funny wash- 
room she told me how she was leaving the 
next day for the coast where her grandma 
had just died. She told me that in response 
to what she was going through she went 


im ASTROLOGY 


ADB BREZSAY. 
freewill @vueweekly.com 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APA 19) 

Selieve it or not, whatever has been limit- 
ing your movement has also been expand- 
ing your capacities. It's true. The pinching 
sensation you've had to endure has been 
covertly generating psychic fuel that you 
will soon be able to access. Therefore, 
Aries, | say unto you: praise your squelch- 
ers and constrictors! Be grateful for your 
stiflers and tweakers! They have primed 
you for the arrival of a luminous boon. 


TAURUS (APR 20-MAY 20) 

An uninterpreted dream is like an 
unopened letter,” says the Talmud. But pro- 
fessional dream researcher Stephen 
LaBerge thinks that's too broad a statement. 
in his book Lucid Dreaming, he says dreams 
are more like poems than letters. If you try 
‘o extract literal meanings from them in the 
Service of your ego, they may reveal nothing. 
Sut if you're willing to find lyrical, unexpect- 
ed information that could aerate your imagi- 
‘ation and dislodge you from your habits, 
dreams are more likely to be useful. Keeping 
‘N mind everything I've said, Taurus, treat 
the events of your waking life in the coming 
week as if they were poems coming froma 
dreamy part of your psyche that’s enticing 
you to change your life. ; 


an assortment of food, delicious food, 


es teh 
back and re-read the column | had wrote 
about the death of my grandma. It made 
me sad, and feel closer to her (both my 
friend and my grandma). 

Later on that night my boyfriend told 
me that he had told her before we went 
down to the bathroom that my father had 
died. When | think about this now it 
makes every hug between her and | that 
night poignant and pregnant with obvious 
secrets. It feels right. It feels like family. 

After our friend went back upstairs my 
boyfriend and | stayed in the basement, sat 
on the stairs facing forward taking turns 
resting our weary heads on each other's 
shoulders. Sitting there we could hear 
someone on the phone explain that there 
was no reservation being taken that night 
and that tomorrow brought change. Every- 
one upstairs probably thought we were 
making out, but instead we were having 
the most intimate conversation we had had 
in months. We had been apart a lot over 
the summer and with fall coming and 
schedules beginning to settle down we 
were getting to know each other again. It 
was nice. We felt close to each other, and 
in that moment that was what | needed 
more than anything. | was feeling confused 
and conflicted about my emotions and 
feactions in light of my father's passing. 


WEEKS BEFORE my father died:! had gone 
away for the weekend with people from 
HIV Edmonton to co-facilitate an art work- 
shop. It was an awesome experience where 


go with what you know when it concerns 
your security, and to go with what you don’t 
know when you're pursuing pleasure. So if 
you're trying to come to a decision about 
what will make you feel at home, trust what 
the past has taught you. But as you seek cre- 
ative inspiration and effervescent adventure, 
shed all precedents. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Her brush with sublime wisdom has done 
wonders for Paris Hilton. “Kabbalah helps 
you confront your fears,” she told Us 
magazine. “Like if a girl borrowed my 
clothes and never gave them back, and | 
Saw her wearing them months later, | 
would confront her.” You can snicker if 
you like, but Paris's testimony exemplifies 
my main point for you: it’s crucial that you 
get practical use out of your religion or 
Spirituality. So please take measures to 
vigorously translate your highest ideals 
into your everyday actions. What would it 
mean, for example, to invite God to 
inhabit your lips as you kiss someone? Or 
to prepare your food as if you were going 
to offer it to a beloved saint? Or to speak 
every word as if it were a well-crafted 
prayer? Ask yourself 20 times a day, what 
would Buddha (or your greatest hero) do? 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

What you're about to leave behind is help- 
ful but a bit dull, fortifying but old-fash- 
ioned, comforting but homely. What you're 
headed toward, on the other hand, is invig- 
orating, through slightly disruptive, futuris- 
tic and amusingly confusing, interesting but 
also a real test of your flexibility. The transi- 
tion may happen faster than you thought it 
would, Congratulations in advance on being 
a good-natured transformer. 


one night, after others had gone to bed and 
it was only us homos left listening to Leona 
Lewis songs while working on our art proj- 
ects, | experienced a sweet feeling of male 
bonding | had never had with a group of gay 
men before. Contrary to the wandering 
mind it wasn’t sexual. It was funny and 
banal—a night of swapping stories and 
being comfortable in each other's silences. 
After | was back in Edmonton, and 
when it was clear that my father’s life 
was shorter than we thought it was going 
to be, a member of my family, knee-deep 
in their own confusion, guilt and grief 
accused me of caring more about people 
living with HIV than | did my own father. 
What was said stung, but only 
because | had already considered it and 
was teetering towards being on the way 
to dealing with it. In the quiet moments 
during the weekend workshop, after | had 
spoken with my mother, | let myself feel 
the guilt of not being at my father’s side. | 
tried it on to see if it fit. And it didn't. Out 
in rural Alberta, with shitty pop songs 
playing and country air circulating 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

| hate to lay a sports metaphor on you, 
Virgo, let alone one articulated by a 
hockey player. But it’s such an apt 
description of the approach that will 
work best for you in the coming week, | 
had to bring it to your attention. “! skate 
to where the puck is going to be, not to 
where it has been,” quoth Wayne Gret- 
zky. Apple CEO Steve Jobs liked those 
words so much, he made them his own 
when he introduced the iPhone to the 
public back in January 2007. Now | hope 
you will find a way to apply the idea in 
your own sphere. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

Delfin Vigil interviewed the band Social 
Studies for the San Francisco Chronicle. He 
asked quitarist Aaron Weiss, “What is the 
meaning of life?” Here's what Weiss said: 
“Wearing a big name tag, having something 
stuck in your teeth, walking around with toi- 
let paper stuck to your shoe while awkward- 
ly trying to hit on girls. Living on this planet 
is worthless without the proper amount of 
humility.” While | think that’s close to what 
the meaning of life has been for you recent- 
ly, Libra, the definition will soon change to 
something like this: you come on stage to 
greet an adoring audience, do a riveting 
song and dance, then announce that you 
won't be doing any more shows for a while 
because you're about to go off and get busy 
on creating your next big splash. 


SCORPIO (001 23- NOV 21) 

Three enlightened teenagers | know have 
formed a gang called the Disciples. It's 
dedicated to plying the dangerous arts of 
humility, curiosity, and optimism—three 
qualities that are so undervalued in our 


through shared quarters, was exactly 
where | was supposed to be. In dealing 
with the misplaced quilt | realized that it 
wasn't about whom | cared for more—it 
wasn't about more, or even caring. It was 
about what | knew and what | could do. 

| knew how to take care of the people | 
shared the weekend with. We had shared 
pasts and flinches, common ground and 
coded lanquage that we saw right through. 
It wasn't that | loved them more than my 
Dad or even equal to my Dad. It was that | 
felt more comfortable with them. | knew 
how to let them in and | knew how to be 
there for them. | didn’t know how to talk to 
my Dad, and in the end | didn't know how to 
take care of him. | tried my best by visiting 
him and being there as much as | could for 
my Mom and the rest of the family. 

The last night of my friend's restaurant, 
missing my Dad, feeling closer to my 
boyfriend than | had in a long time, my belly 
full and good friends around me | realized 
that if we are lucky—and | understand that 
| am lucky—all is family and there doesn't 
have to be division. We are free to love. w 


culture as to be almost taboo. Here's 
their motto, which reveals how far 
they're willing to go in order to listen 
well, keep their egos in check, and con- 
stantly scour their surroundings for rea- 
sons to be grateful: “We have no issues 
and no problems, but only questions.” | 
urge you to start your own branch of the 
Disciples, Scorpio—or at least work on 
cultivating their approach. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

A poet friend of mine hatched a scheme 
for writing a book in record time. He 
bought a round-trip ticket for a Greyhound 
bus that would take him from Oakland, 
California to New York City and back. He 
vowed that over the course of those nine 
grueling days and 10 000 kilometres, as 
he ate stale sandwiches from vending 
machines in bus stations and slept sitting 
up surrounded by strangers, he would 
churn out an epic-length poem about the 
experience of travelling cross-country on 
the most populist form of transportation. 
The experiment worked. His book was 
witty, shocking, and entertaining. | urge 
you to give yourself a comparable assign- 
ment, Sagittarius. Invoke the magic of a 
strict deadline to create something beau- 
tiful that will last a long time. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

| would love to place an elegant gold crown 
on your head. | have the urge to declare you 
monarch of the expanding realm, maker of 
new laws, and re-shaper of the collective 
vision. Are you up for wielding that much 
power? Can you handle an increased level 
of responsibilities? Or would you prefer to 
preside over a smaller domain, content 
merely to keep the daily grind from erupting 
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into chaos now and then? It's mostly up to 
you. What do you want? 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20- FEB 18) 

Unable to control his appetite for prosti- 
tutes, New York's Governor Elliot Spitzer 
destroyed his career. Many observers were 
aghast at the incomprehensibility of his sac- 
rifice. But Philip Weiss, writing in New York, 
said he understood. Spitzer desperately 
“wanted some ‘strange’"—novelty that's 
hard to get when you make lave with just 
one person for many years. That's not the 
kind of variety | advise you to consider in the 
coming weeks, Aquarius. According to my 
reading of the omens, it will be prime time 
for you to seek out some “strange,” but not 
through multiple lovers. Rather, embark on 
travels outside your usual haunts, entertain 
surprising ideas unlike any you've been will- 
ing to think about before, and pursue unpre- 
dictable encounters with people who have a 
lot to teach you. 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

In a story about author Gore Vidal in the 
Independent, Archie Bland reported on an 
event that happened just after Vidal's par- 
ents were married. While travelling to 
their honeymoon, dad told mom, “There's 
something very important | want you to 
know.” Mom grew radiantly expectant, 
imagining he was about to profess his 
love with a thrilling intensity. But dad had 
something else in mind. “| have three 
balls,” he confessed. In the coming week. 
Pisces, | suspect that one of your expec- 
tations will meet a fate similar to mom's 
hope. But don’t fret. In the long run, the 
revelations that come are likely to be 
more interesting and valuable to you than 
the “I have three balls” shocker. w 
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= CLASSIFIEDS 


Eight Minute Date—Speed Date Ages: 21-33, 35-46 & 
47-56. Register at 780-457-8535 or 
www eightminutedate.ca 


EDUCATIONAL 


Actors Needed ... 
Must include professional attitude and 
desire to succeed. 
www vadastudios.com 


HELP WANTED 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume to 
10536 124 Street 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
pemyPT. Must have mini-van or truck Cooking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570 


As part of our expansion programme, Yash Clothing 
And Textile company is seeking for part time work 
from home Sales/Account representatives, it pays 

more than $3650 a month plus benefits. depends on 

your devotion to the job and takes only fittle of your 
time.. Please contact us for more details 
Requirements—Should be a computer literate. 2-3 
hours access to the intemet weekly, Must be aver 
20yrs of age. Must be efficient and dedicated. If you 
are interested and need more information, please 
send e-mail to yash.sandpiperO2@oraffiti net 
for more feedback 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 


Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. Ads 
more than 20 words are subject to regular price or cruel 
editing. Free ads will run for four weeks, if you want to 
renew or cancel please phone Glenys at 780-426- 
1996/fax 426-2889/e-m glenys@vueweekly.com or drop 
itoff. Deadline is noon the Tue before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


Foote Theatre School at the Citadel 


Adult Classes in Acting for the Camera 
Starts September 25th 


No experience necessary 
428-2120 


Mostly Water Theatre is accepting submissions for 
Metro Digital Shorts. Amateur filmmakers to have 
their work publicly screened, adjudicated, and to com- 
pete with other local filmmakers. Anyone may submit 
any number of short works (5 mins max) amtil Oct. 1, 
For info contact Sam Varteniuk at 780-686-5960 or 
samvarteniuk@hotmail.com 


Anvil theatre group is having a casting call on Mon, 
22 at 6:30pm. For amatuer actors. Call 780-424- 
2037, 1Dam-3pm weekdays for info. “Anvil Theatre, 
forging social justice” 


The ASA and EPL invite you to the free Art Talk with 
Jeff de Boer on Thu, Sept. 25, 7pm at the Stanley A 
Milner Theatre (downstairs), 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq 


Festival organizations in Northern Alberta (north of 
Highway 16 corridor) are encouraged to apply for the 
TransAlta Festival City Mentorship/Partnership Grant 

Info and application forms available from the 
Edmonton Arts Council website 
wwiw.edmontonarts.ab.ca or call Sally Kim at the 
Edmonton Arts Council 780-424-2787, ext 226 


We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world 
Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. Jobs guar- 
anteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941 


HOUSES FOR SALE OR LEASE 


Award winning 2 storey in Sherwood Park 
Te Sa 0 bei 25 heme Late ot Derwent, 


decor, Gas fireplace, concept! 
ComFree ® 23145» 6-862 


FRAMING 


Steeps—Old Glenora: for open mic—Spoken word 
First Thursday every month. Contact Adam Snider to 
sign up adam.snider@gmail.com 


Photographer seeks interesting, strong, photogenic 
faces. Sitter will be repaid with free photographs 
Gerry contact@gerryyaum.com, www.gerryyaum.com 


MUSICIANS 


@ part of the action, visit www.artsontheave.org 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun- 
teers (21+) interested in working with high-risk youth, 
drop-in setting. Naomi 496-5947, e-m: osyc@telus.net 


Bring laughter, smiles and simple delights to child and 
back into your life! Bea Big Brothes or Sister 
Today! Call 424-8181. Remember you don't have to 

change your life to change theirs! 


Special needs “Learn to Bike” courses at Gold Bar 
Park are looking for volunteer experienced pege to 
help with this course. Thu evenings wamtil 6 
John at jbcollier@shaw.ca 


Plant a garden row for Meals on Wheels 
Looking for help with fresh produce during the sum- 
mer. Drop off produce 11111-103 Ave, 8am-3pm 
weekdays; Www.mealsonwheelsedmonton.org 


The Edmonton Guerrilla Gardeners Want You! 
Looking for help in the mass planting of sapling trees 
ot ee Road between Edmonton and Sherwood 
tk. Info at: http://edmontonga. blogspot.com; 
www facabook.com/group.php?gid=10775038726 


Trout Unlimited's Yellow Fish Road Program 
Looking for volunteers interested in the environment 
and aquatic ecosystems. Volunteers paint yellow fish 
on storm drains in Edmonton neighborhoods. E: kro!- 
heiser@tucanada.org 


The CRC is seeking energetic, caring, committed vo!- 
unteers to become Prevention Educators for its 
RespectED: Violence and Abuse Prevention Program 
Canadian Red Cross/RespectED Training Program 
begins fall 2008. www.redcross.ca/cnar, Education 
Coordinator: 780.702.4158 / E 
edmonton.respected@redcross.ca 


Red Cross's Humanitarian issues Program: need 
volunteers to help promote humanitarian issues to the 
Edmonton Community. We are hoping to expand our 
youth team (12-24 yrs old). Contact Laura Keegan at 
laura.keegan@redcross.ca 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
Hospital is seeking healthy and depressed subjects 
(not currently taking antidepressants) for various stud- 
ies. Reimbursement for expenses provided. Cali 780- 
407-3221 (depressed only), 407-3906 (healthy or 
depressed), or 780-407-3775 (female healthy or 
depressed, including pregnant and just 
delivered) for more information 


Dr's Appointment Buddy-Accompany new refugee 
immigrants to thei medical appointments to give sup- 
port and assist with paperwork. Thu, 10:30am- 
2:30pm. Transportation not required. Leslie 780-432- 
1137, ext 357 


Wanted drummer and bass player/singer for “Metal” 
band. Infl. Black Label Society. Call Critter 780-434- 
8349 leave message 


PICTURE FRAM 


Drummer needed: Serious inquiries only. Experience 

and creativity an asset. Quality gear required, Must 

be willing to commit. Call Sean 780-990-0888 or e- 
mail Amazaria@gmail.com 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOP 


Affordable p A 


frame option ‘osters 
Gateway Bivd. 439-0408 


Hard rock punk band requires high eneray drummer to 
Complete power trio. Must have good gear. 
No amateurs. Call Paul 780-233-4269 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 780-221-3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981 
Guitarist. Educator. 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


THE MUSIC FACTORY 
2 enthusiastic highly qualified teachers 
Offering music lessons out of 
Comfortable home studio in Forest Heights 
(Wayne Gretzky Dr. & 106 Ave) 

All musical styles, reasonable rates 
Call Aaron (BA honours Perf. Arts) for 
PIANO & GUITAR 780 504 5786. 

Call Sanju (B.Ed Music major) for 
PIANO & BASS GUITAR 780 721 3298 


Bass player with vocals wanted for three-piece band. 
Western roots-based music. www.marvmachura.com 
Marv @ 240-1509 


Experienced country lead guitarist would like to jam 
with mature country singer who likes traditional 
country music. 780-421-1250 


Indie Rock/Altemative band seeks vocalist ages 16 
19. Wide variety of influences and musical tastes. We 
have a full PA and are in contact with many major 
industry professionals. Contact Matt. 780-604-4199 


VOLUNTEER 


Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old 
www.youthvolunteerca 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED for Kaleido Family Arts 
Festival on 118 Avenue. A family-friendly celebration 
of the arts, community and creativity Sept 28-28. Be 


Instructor Support Aide—Assist Health Care Aide 
Training instructors in a program for immigrant 
women to present course materials, and students. 
4hes/wk, 8am-noon, or 1-4pm, Mon-Fri. Northeast 
location. Leslie 780-432-1137, ext 357 


Elder Abuse Victim Adyvocate—Assist, provide tele- 
phone support. Mature volunteers, 35+, with calm 
manner, and excellent communication skills wanted. 
Volunteers receive intensive training and support 
Commitment: Two 2 hr shifts/month, plus attendance 
at monthly statf meeting. Daytime Mon, Tue, or Thu 
S8am-5pm. Leslie 780-432-1137, ext 357 


Volunteer for your local Red Cross. Help us make our 
mission of assisting the most vulnerable in our com- 
munity and around the world possible. Volunteer for 
Red Cross. To volunteer call 780.423.2680 / E: we- 
edm-dm@redcross.ca 


Rise Up: Radio Free Edmonton on CJSR FM 88 
seeking people with a critical ear who will be at 
protests, picket-lines, blockades, any sites of struggle 
between people, corporations or governments to sim- 
ply bring a recorder and send us the footage 
E: riseupradio@cjsr,com; Sam Power, 492-2577 ext. 4 
for recording equipment and more details 


Tandem Captains—Cycling with the Blind 
Tandem Captains required. Please contact John 
Collier at 433-1270 


Break the Code! Help andiadult to read and write 
Call Jordan Centre for Family Literacy 421-7323 
www. famlit.ca 


Senior's Birthday Entertainment 
Senior recreation/activity centre needs volunteer 
entertainers for monthly afternoon parties. 
Weekday message Karen 780-468-1985 seesa.ca 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants in a 
variety of tasks and with some great fun events and 
outings! Many exciting shifts available! Call Judy 
424-3545, ext 249 


Volunteers Needed! to assist new immigrants on first 
time shopping trip for essentials. 2-3 hrs. occas. 
weekdays. Call Judy 424-3545, ext 249 


Volunteers Needed! to help adult immigrants learn 
English. Shifts day/ eve., days/wknds, 3-4hrs/wk. No 


Exp. req. various locations. Judy 424-3545 ay. 940 


————$ 
Volunteers Needed to help new immigrants 1p 
{eam about Canadian customs and culture. 1, 
Thu June-Aug, Ph Judy 424-3545 ax) pqu 


Tho Support Network: Volunteer today i, 
Distress Line Listener. Apply on line at: www 1; 
portnetwork.com Of call 780-732-6549 


Meals on Wheels, volunteer kitch 
needed, weekdays 10am- 


VOLUNTEER = 


ay) ase 
Volunteer for ElderCare. Help with daily act) vitie 


Now Hiring at stores 


across the city! 


Starting at $11.00 per hour full time, 


plus up to $200 per month in bonuses 
We offer paid training, 
Bonuses and Contests, 
Performance rewards, 
Great opportunities 


for advancement. 


We promote from within! 
Apply online at 
www.gotjump.ca 
fax 780-421-1624 or 


WE’RE HIRING 


Public Outreach, Canada’s leader in face-to-face 
fundraising, is currently hiring its fall staff. Our 
fundraisers spread awareness and raise funds 
for a select group of non profits. 


* $14/h, guaranteed wage 


* Flexible hours 


* Travel and advancement opportunities 
* Perks such as daily coffee and treats 


° Friendly, socially conscious co-workers 


* A fun, dynamic, and inspiring work environment 


Work to make a difference today! 


www.publicoutreach.ca 


edmontonjobs@publicoutreach.ca 


780-436-9896 


me 


Phone 426-1 996 from Sam-5p 
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/late-30s. Most of my life 
has been pretty low. Fairly 
in é after beginning a 
s off to almost noth- 


| suspect this is pretty common (I've 
heard of “lesbian bed death,” and some of 
my also admit to having very 


low sex drive). What are the typical causes 
of low libido in women? | don’t really 


believe in ee acs,” but are there any 
proven treatments: meds, herbs, for this? ~ 
LOVE, HOMOJO 2 


ist with eon, eve 
ie to assist with transcription, storywriting, and/or 
4 aad donign. 494-4747 ext & tor wfo 


Volunteer for the AGA and meet other art enthusiasts, 
get a free membership after 30 hrs of volunteer work, 
get invitations to and movies. For info contact 


Priscilla Wagar at 422-6223 or pwagar@artgalleryal- 


_ DEAR MO: 
If any of those worked, they would be 
aphrodisiacs, and you'd be stuck not believ- 
ing in them. Not at all helpful. Luckily, they 
don't so.you don't have to worry about it. 

Actually that’s not precisely true. There 
are things that work for some women, just 
not all or even most, and since female sexu- 
ality seems to delight in confounding even 
the most dedicated researchers, there's no 
telling what might turn out to be effica- 
cious: some combination of hormones, set 
and setting, history and expectation and cir- 
culation, but in which combinations and 
what order, nobody knows. 

I'd be interested to know what “try- 
ing to work on it” means, and whether 
it’s working. If you really want to delve 
in, you could see if you can get a refer- 
ral to an endocrinologist who knows 
what she’s doing; maybe a little testos- 
terone boost would give you a, uh, leg 
up. Second, or first if that isn’t happen- 


berta.com 


‘Would you like to help people/families affected by 
Alzheimers? Socialize with seniors while assisting 
with games and activities. ElderCare Edmonton, 780- 
434-4747 ext 4 


Help to broadcast news nationally for the blind and 
print-restricted! Email 
edmonton@voiceprintcanada.com, or call 451-8331 


Love Bingo? Volunteer for Elder Care. Bingo volun- 
teers are needed to help raise funds for program 
meals and outings. Ph 434-4747, ext 4 


Exposure: Edmonton's Queer Arts and Culture Festival 
seeks steering committee volunteers. Visit 
Www.exposurefestival.ca 


Volunteer for a more just society for immigrants and 
refugees. www. multiculturalcoalition.ca or call 
Janina 423-1973 


PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society are looking for 
volunteer tutors to work with adult students in the 
Math Literacy Program. for info Ph 424-5514 


E.C_AW.AR. (EDMONTON COALITION AGAINST 
WAR AND RACISM) Volunteers welcome. 
Www.wage-peace.com for info/contacts, Ph 988-2713 


Acall for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
Communities: Questions about AHC philosophy & 
programs? 944-4687 Visit: www.a4he.ca 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for studies with the 
Brain Neurobiology. Research at UofA (407-3906). 
~ Reimbursement provided 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events, Call Carmen at 444-1547 


Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads: 
{nternational: human rights, community economic 
development, and HIV/AIDS education, prevention, 
care. www.cciorg.ca 


Become 2 distress line volunteer. The Support 
Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


S.CARS. : 
_ Second Chance Animal Rescue Society 
There is a suitable home for all 
homeless animals, young or old! 
scarscare.org 


The Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A is 

seeking MAJOR DEPRESSION sufferers who are inter- 

ested in participating ina research study. Please call 
407-3906 if interested 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, have a great time. 
Carmen 429-0187 x233. 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com 


PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society are looking for 
volunteer pace a wor ith adult students 0 the 
ESL - English as a uage program. Training 
at materials provided. Contact 424-5514 


Do you know what a Volunteer Driver is? It's a com- 
munity member who can spare 3-4 hours once 
month to drive a senior. Call Bev 732-1221 


ing, you could get yourself assessed for 
depression or anxiety disorders and 
maybe do some cagnitive-behavioural 
therapy and/or try Wellbutrin. And last 
(or first) I'd take a look at the sex you 
are having and determine whether 
Maybe it’s just not what you want, and 
try to add in or subtract the elements 
which would improve things or are 
killing your buzz, respectively. 

The bummer part is that some peo- 
ple really do just have a low libido and 
that makes them normal for them. 
Unfortunately, a clear declaration on 
the order of “that's just the way | roll” 
is not going to satisfy a frustrated 
partner, and many people suffering 
from low desire really are suffering— 
they want to have high desire. Some 
combination of the suggestions above 
may get you somewhere, and | sin- 
cerely hope they do. 

LOVE, ANDREA 


Do you love art and people? Then the Nina Haggerty 

Centre for the Arts can use you! Come show off your 

talents. www.ninahaggertyart.ca; email: info@nina- 
haggertyart.ca or call 474-7611 


Feod Not Bombs Looking for people to help out with 
cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 904- 
8751 of e-m: foodnotbombsedmonton@hotmail,com 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton needs 
volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line 
For information ph 423-4102 


CLIMATE MEETING 


On Fri, 26, 6:15-8:45pm, Albertans will gather 

at the UofA to talk about how we in the province are 
dealing with climate change, and haw we should be 

dealing with it The event will be structured as a 

World Café, where people move between conversa- 

tions in small groups. Space is limited to 225 people. 

If you want to take part email 
climateconversation@gmail.com by Sept. 15, tell us 
your age, gender, work, community background, to 
help us maximize diversity at the event, and where 
you heard about the event 


CNIB is looking for volunteers with vision, adults 
(50+) to help seniors with vision loss. For more info 
call Catherine 453-8304 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


ASIAN TOUCH MASSAGE 
100% GFE, best service in town 
www-freewabs.com/asiantouch 


Christie's Outcall Massage. 
Hot German blonde. 
780-964-7361 


Gothic Angel, 26 
Outcall only, flat rates quoted 
Independent escort 
780 218 1511 
Lic w 73500182 


HOT DIRTY TALK from Hot Dirty Girls 
Only $1.50/min with NO CONNECTION FEE 
Call now 866-875-6597 we're waiting 


ADULT 


SteamWorks Gay & Bi Mens Bathhouse. 24/7 
11745 Jasper Ave. 780-451-5554 
www.steamworksedmonton.com 


ADULT HELP WANTED 


Experienced working manager needed for an 
upscale massage studio on Vancouver Island. 
250-714-5739 


DEAR ANDREA: 

My husband has ED and likes sex in the 
morning after | give him oral sex, which 
seems to help. The problem is that he 
won't give me oral back! He's gotten oral 
millions of times, and me? Twice at the 
most. Years ago he was giving oral and | 
came which kinda flooded him and he 
didn't do it. for 20 years. Now I’m 
menopausal and kinda dry so rubbing 
gets annoying and doesn’t do much for 
me, and now | don’t even want to give 
him oral because he won't do it for me. 
He touches me and | pull away because | 
know he won't return what he gets ... this 
stinks for me and I’m totally turned off ! 
LOVE, RUBBED WRONG WAY 


DEAR WAY: 

Qh, not good. You don’t want to go without 
forever, nor do you want to get into this 
sort of—! wish there were a better phrase 
for this—tit-for-tat system with your 


SERVICES 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual 


Assault Centre of Edmorton (www.sace.ab.ca) 
provides crisis intervention, information, counsel- 
ing, public education services. For a customized 
resentation T: 423-4102/F: 421-8734/E: 
sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis 
Line: 423-4121 


info 


Canadian Mental Health Association, 
www.cemha-edmonton.ab.ca Education Program 
is pleased to offer workshops to give you the skills 

to intervene with people who may be at nsk for 
suicide. Follow the links to ASIST 
or call 414-6300 


beloved. You're going to have to tell him 
how you feel, then he’s going to have to, 
well, reciprocate. If the problem really is 
the Once-upon-a time “flooding” incident 
you can do what | urge men to do: warn 
your partner before flooding ensues 
allowing her/him the chance to pull back if 
wanted. Then you have to tell him that 
you're dry and don't want to be rubbed so 
much, but here is some helpful handy lube, 
and then you have to stop being so mad at 


~ 


him. It’s not that you don't have cause—of_.. 


course you do!—but the grouchy, 
aggrieved tone that comes across in your 
letter is not the sort that invites compro- 
mise and the “we must all hang together 
Of most assuredly we shall all hang sepa- 
rately’ approach which is, frankly, your 
only hope. You really should not have let 
20 years go by without saying anything. He 
really should not have let 20 years go by 
period. So, OK, what now? 

LOVE, ANDREA 


Have you been affected by another person's sexual 
behaviour? S-Anon is a 12-Step fellowship for fami- 
ly members and friends of sex addicts. Ph 780-S88- 
4411 for meeting locations and info, or visit 
www.sanon.org 
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‘Try Credadine Fert for free. Text “xtra” to SPREE ~ were.crutsaline.ca 
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- 20% Off All In-stock Honda Parte 
- 60% Off Select Accessories 
- Hourly Door Prices 
-BBQ 11-3PM 


ONE DAY ONLY! 
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